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1o all whonv &t may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE CONOVER, of
Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Brackets, of which the
following 18 a specification.

My 1invention relates to lmprovement in
brackets adapted to hold towels or similar ar-
ticles, sald bracket being ordinarily known by
the designation of ‘‘ towel racks.”’

My improved bracket consists of a slotted
wall-plate having bridge-pieces overtheslotted
portion, between which there are intervening
spaces similar to slots, and in the ends of said
wall-plate there are serew-holes for fastening
the same 1n position. 1provide movable rod-
arms whose ends are bent at right angles and
adapted to be received into the slotted bridge-
pleces, and I provide a headed key that 1s
grooved lengthwise and e¢rosswise at intervals
corresponding with the spaces between the
bridges, and this key is adapted to pass be-
hind the ends of the rod arms and to hold the
same 1n place.

In the drawings, IFigure 1 1s a fron{ eleva-

tion of my improved bracket. Ifig. 2 is a
vertical section of the same. Fig, 3 is a sec-
tional plan at xz z of Ifig. 1, and Ifig. 4 1s a
front elevation of bhe headed key.

The slotted wall-plate A is preferably made
of brass and may be ornamented in any de-
sired manner, aud in each end of said plate
there are serew-holes at 1 for the serews em-
ployed 1n fastening the plate in position. The
wall-plate A is c:lottedlenm*tllWhe and between
the sides A’ there arebr 1dge -pieces I3, between
which there are intervening spaces similar to
slots, and these intervening spaces are slightly
wider than the diameter of the movable rod-
arms C. The slotted wall-plate A may be of
any desired length and provided with any de-
sired number of bridge-pieces I3, soas to hold
any desired number of rod-arms C.

There 1s a headed key, D, that 1s grooved
lengthwise in its face and wlso grooved €ross-
wise ab 1ntervals to correspond to the spaces
between the bridge-pieces B, and upon the
back of sald key at the lower end there 18 2
lug, 2. The key D 1s of a length sufficient
when inserted to place to permit its lower end
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(which is made as a plain surface withount the
grooves) to extend over and bear against the
surface of the lower portionof the slotted wall-
plate, whereby a rigid bearing is obtained at
both cnds of the ]aey to assist in keeping the
arms 1n place. The key D 1s adapted to pass
within the bridge-picees I3, and 1n this posi-
tion the head of the key rests upon the upper
bridee-piece, and the sides of the key made by
the longitudinal groove form with the bridge-
picces circular openings that are adapted to
recelve the right-angle ends of the movable
rod-arms C.

In putting this bracket together the ends of
the movable rod-arms are passed within the
slots between the bridge-picees, the under edgee
of the arms resting upou the top edge of the
bridge-pileces, md in this position t_Im headed
key D is dropped into place behind the ends
of the arms,and they are therveby held in place,
the lower edge of cach bridge-piece acting as
a stop to prevent the arms being lifted (mb
vertically, and the groove of the lu‘*\, forming
a journal or bmnnrr in which the end of the
arm can turn, and wlien said arms are tarned
or given their full sidewise movement they fit
in the crosswise slots of the key and lock the
key in position by taking a bearing against its
sides o.

The lug 2 on the back of thie key serves a
double purpose—Ifirst, in bearing against the
wood or other backing to which the plate A is
secured as the key is put into place, and also
preventing the key falling straight out if the
bracket should be turned Ilpfnl(l(‘ down. This
bracket 1s adapted to be shipped ina compact,
form from place to place, beeause the rod-arms
can be separated from the other portion of the
bracket,and the parts can thus be packed com-
pactly together.

I elaint as my Invention—

1. The combination, with the slotted wall-
plate A, of the bridg O-I}IQCC% I3, made there-
with and having intervening fsp.;meS, the hori-
zontally-movable rod-arms C,having bent ends
adapted to pass between and within the bridge-
pieces, and a key, D, adapted to pass within
the bridge-pieces and back of the ends of the
arms to hold the same in place, substantially
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2. The combination, with the slotted wall-
plate A and the bridge-pieces I, having in-
tervening spaces and made with said plate, of
the movable rod-arms C, adapted to be re-
celved between and within said bridge-pieces,
and the headed key D, grooved lengthwiseupon
1ts face and crosswisec at intervals correspond-
1ng to the space between the bridges, substan-
t1ally as set forth.

3. I'he combination, with the slotted wall-
plate A and the bridge-pieces B, having in-
tervening spaces and made with said plate, of

the movable rod-arms C, adapted to be re- |
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- celved between and within said bridge-pieces,

and the headed key D, grooved lengthwiscupon 15
1ts face and crosswise at intervals correspond-
1ng to the space between the bridges and hav-
ing the Iug 2 on its back, substantially as set
forth.

Signed by me this 4th day of April, A. . 20
1888.

GLEORGLE CONOVER.

Witnesses:
DAVID N. PLUME,
ELLIS E. ITAMPSON.
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