~ (No Model.) 2 Shects—Sheet 1.
o ' B. LAWRENCE. - B
LETTER FILB AND BINDER

No.388,421.  Patented Aug 28 1888

g1

. li

G m-mnmmmnmmmmm o

--Weﬁwsses . o .. ' -' J_I@Vé’/??j?))’

N. PETERS, Photo-Lithographer, Washington, D C.




(o Model.) ' 9 Sheets—Sheet 2.
B. LAWRENCE, oot
LETTER FILE AND BINDER.

N0-388,421. S Pa.tented Aug 28 1888

el Bl

Witnesses” A o ]}ZVéiZf()?’“

a"ﬂ‘fn :r*?wy‘

'N.PETERS; Photo-Lithagrapher, Washington, D. €.’




il
e

- Unrrep States Patent OFrice.

e

o

~ BENJAMIN LAWRENCE, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR TO LOUISA .
' LAWRENCE, OF SAME PLACE. - =

LETTER FILE

AND BINDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lefter_s Patent No. 388,421, dated ﬁugust 28, 1883.' -

Application filed June 5, 1888,

Serial No. 276,008. (No model)

1o all whom it may concern:
Be it knownthat I, BENJAMIN LAWRENCE, a

- citizen of the United States, and a resident of

10

New York city, in the county of New York and
State of New York, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Letter Files and
Binders, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. - | | .

My invention relates to letter-files and anal-
ogous devices,and has forits main objects sim-
plicity of construction and. operation, dura-

- bility, and cheapness of manufacture.
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~bodying my invention.
‘tion of the same with the transfer-wires re-

To these main ends my improvements con-
sist in the featnres of construction and combi-
nation of parts, hereinafter more fully de-
seribed, and partienlarly pointed out in the
appended claims. - -

In the drawings accompanying this specifi-
catlon and forming apart thereof; Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a letter or bill file em-
Fig. 2is aside eleva-

moved. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the
transfer-wire frame. Fig. 41is a side view with
the transfer-wires serving as a guide. Fig.5
18 a modification of the transfer-wire frame.

In the several views the same part will be
found designated by the same numeral and
letter of reference. -

2 represents the usual board or tablet,and 3
S the puncturing orimpaling wires of tubular
form. These wires are preferably attached to
a base-plate, 4, which is adapted to be secured
to the board by serews 5; but they may be
aftixed to the board individually without the

- intervention of a base-plate.
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- The transferring device or means is desig-
nated by the letter A, and is composed, essen-
tially, of downwardly-projecting legs 6 6 .and
rearwardly-extending portions 7 7, united by

~ a cross-bar, 8, The whole is made preferably

__ .

of a single piece of round wire. The leg por-
tions 6 6 are formed or arranged a distance

apart equal to the distance between the cen-.

ters of the tubular wires 3 3, and are of such a
gage ordiameter of wirethat they may readily
be inserted into and removed from said tubu-
lar wires. The rearward] y-extending transfer

- portions 77 may be bent at right angles to the

.50

leg portions and disposed’in straight lines, as
shown, or they may be curved or arched in_-_

surface and the rear extremities of the trans-

last mentioned.

length. That shown I deem preferable.

of the sheets to be impaled.
at Fig. 4 the letters or other papers to be filed,
1If not previously perforated, may be placed

paled upon said wires.

punctured at the same distance from the edge,

and the pile will present a neatappearance, be-

sides being in better condition for binding.
If at any time duringthe use of the file it be

the top,the legs 6 6 may be inserted into the

| wires 3 3, as shown at Fig. 1, and all the pa-

pers above said letter or paper transferred to

~The

frame may then be removed and put aside and

frame may then be removed,the legs put into
| the holes 9 9 again,and the apparatus thus

¢ 7are connected together and held in paral-'
lelism by the eross-bar 8. This cross-bar I pre-.
fer to so arrange that it will come to a stop or .
bearing on or nearly touch the board or tablet
when the legs 6 6 are slipped down into the

tubular impaling-wires, and for this purposel
provide the downwardly-extending stems or =
legs @ a,which are made integral with the por-
tions 7 7; but the cross-bar may be located 3.
above the board at any point between its top

fer-wires 7 7, according to the desire of the
manufacturer. In the modification shown ab 65
I'ig. 5the cross-bar is arranged at the locality -~ |

In the use of the contrivance the transferde-
vice or frame A is disconnected from the wires.
5.3, and the legs 6 6 preferably inserted into
holes or sockets 9 9 in the base or board, thus
forming a rest for the frame, and at the same
time using the legs 6 6 for a guide for the edges .

over the tops of the wires 33, with their up-
per edges against the legs 6 6, and then m-

desired to remove some letter or paper below

| stead. The leg portions 66 and the éﬁxtensionsj.' B

The leg portions 6 6 iriaybe of 'any suitable :

 ‘While the parts are in the condition shown . N

By having the upper edge of each papef ﬁled P
touch the legs 6 6 all of the papers will be |

the frame A, which, for the time being, forms
| @ continnation of the puncturing-wires. I
_ 95
the paper desired lifted from the impaling or =~
receiving wires. Whenever it may be desired
to return thetransferred papers,the legs 66are
again passed into the tubular wires and said

papers swang overand down thereupon. The 100
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placed in condition for the filing of additional | of downwardly - projecting legs, rearwardly-.

papers.

By reason of the presence of the cross-bar 8
the transferred papers are prevented from get-
ting detached from .the trame, and the con-
struction or form of the latter is such that
while containing papers it may be carelessly
thrown aside or carried around without lia-
bility of any of the papers slipping off.

I propose to use this filing apparatus also
as a binder, providing for that purpose the
necessary covers, cases, or boxes.

While I haveshown the frame A as adapted
toaduplex file,it will be understood thatit may
be made to work in conjunction with a file
having three or more puncturing or receiving
wires without departing from the spirit ot my
invention. -

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 18—

1. The combination of tubular upright im:
paling-wires and a transfer-frame composed

288,421

extending portions, and a cross-connection,
substantially as set forth. |

9. The combination of a board or tablet hav-
ing tubular upright impaling-wires and holes
or sockets 9 9 in rear thereof, with a transfer-
frame composed, essentially, of the parts 6 0,
7 7. and 8, substantially as set forth.

3 A transfer-frame for use in connection
with reeeiving-wires, as 3 3, composed of the
parts 6 6, 7 7, and S, substantially as set forth.

" A4 A transfer-frame for use in connection

with receiving-wires, as 3 3, composed-ol the
parts 6 6,7 7, ¢ a, and S, substantially as set
forth.

_ Signed at St. Louis, in the State of Missouri,
this 31st day of May, A. D. 13SS.

BENJAMIN LAWRENCE.

Witnesses:
JAs. B BLYTHE,

C. D. GREENE, Jr.
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