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To all wlhom it may conceri:

Be 1t known that I, JAMES LATHROP, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Norwich,
In the county of New London and State of Con-
necticut, have invented certain new and useful
Iwprovements in Whip-Sockets, which im-
provements are fully set forth and deseribed
1n the following specification, reference being
had to the accompanying sheet of drawings,
1n which—

Figure 1 is an clevation of a whip socket of
my improved form, and Fig. 2 a central verti-
cal section of the same.

This invention relates to whip-sockets, and
has for its immediate object the improvement
of such devices, so that they may serve the
double purpose of whip and rein holder. By
thus combining the two devices in one I am
able to couceal in a measure the rein-holder,
instead of having it prominently displayed on

the top or end of the dash-board, as is neces- |

sary with many of the rcin-holders now in
common use. My new construction is such
that 1t adds but little to the cost of the socket.
It also locates the rein-holder at one side of
the vehicle, where the reins when held by it
are out of the way of the horse’s tail.
Referring to the drawings, the letter « de-
notes the barrel of the socket, the upper por-
tion being adapted to receive a whip in the

usual manner, aspring, b, (secured within said
barrel by a rivet, ¢,) being provided to pre-
vent the whip from rattling or jumping out.
Projecting laterally from said barrel about

midway of itslength is alug or plate, d,which \

| forms the fixed jaw of my rein-holder. Within

sald barrel is a disk, e, having a jaw, ¢, pro-
jecting laterally through a longitudinal slof,

g, 1n barrel «, said jaw being held normally
upward in engagement with its companion 4o
jaw by a strong spiral spring, #, seated in bar-

rel a, below the disk e, as illustrated in Fig. 2.
Disk e has preferably a stud, ¢, projecting
downward through a hole in the end of the
barrel, which stud serves to prevent the rock- 15
ing or displacement of disk ¢ and its attached
jaw. This disk e forms the bottom of the
whip-socket proper and supports the whip
when it is in said socket.

Assuming now that a whip isin placein the s5o
socket and that it is desired to use the rein-
holder, the jaw ¢ may be depressed by press-
ing downward with said whip. When the
jaws ¢ d are opened sufficiently, the reins are
placed between them and the pressure of the g5
whip released, when spring 4 immediately
raises jaw ¢ with force enough to firmly clamp
and sapport the reins. When it again be-
comes necessary to release the reins, the whip
18 grasped and pushed downward, as above 60
deseribed, when the reins may be removed.

1 claim as my invention—

A whip-socket with a laterally-projeeting
fixed jaw, having in ecombination therewith a
movable jaw actuated by a spring within the 45
barrel of the socket, substantially as set forth.

JAMES LATHROP.

Witnesses:

ALLEN TENNY,
FrANK H. ALLEN.
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