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Yo all whonv it may concern:

Be it known that we, CHARLES C. SCHILD,
PETER J. SCHILD, and FRANK L. SCHILD, citi-
zens of the United States, residing at Ioma, in

s thecountyof Ioniaand State of Michigan, have
invented new and useful Improvementsin Cov-
erings for the Hoofs of Horses, of which the
following 1s a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in

1o coverings for the hoofs of horses, used when
softening the feet by means of water; and it
consists 1n the construction and novel combi-
nation of parts, hereinafter desecribed, illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, and

15 pointed out in the claims hereto appended.

- Figure 1 of the drawings represents a per-
spective view of a hoof-covering embodying
the invention. Fig. 2 represents a reversed
plan of the covering with the heel-pad turned

20 to one side. Iig. 3 represents a rear view of

the complete device. Fig. 4 represents a cen-
~ tral vertical longitudinal seetion of the same.
IFig. b is a side elevation.

Referring to the drawings by letter, A des-

25 ignates a metallic casing having the shape of
the outside of a horse’s hoof and sufficiently
larger than the same. The rear a of said cas-
ing is open, and its upper and lower edges, o
«’, respectively, are re-enforced by bending

3¢ them outward uponthemselves, the lower edge
being also strengthened by the insertion of the
wire "B in the fold of metal a’.

The casing 18 provided with a series of open-

ings, C G, adywent to 1ts upper edge, a second

35 series, D, adjacent to 1ts lower edge, and a
third series, I, midway between the former
two, which three series extend from end to
end of the casing. The casing is preferably
of galvanized iron,

40 ¥ is a lining of sponge sceured to the inner
surface of the casing by the thread f, which is
stitched through openings C, D, and E, and
through the sponge and drawn tight.

G is a pad composed of the leather back-

45 ing, H, and the sponge lining 7, stitched to
the leather by the thread %', passing through
proper openings 1n the leather. The said
backing has its upper part, ¢, made concave
to fit against the rear outer surface of the heel

5o of the hoof and is provided with the flat pro-

jection ¢/, eztendlnf‘r frontward at right angles |

[ from the lower edge of sald upper part, whieh,

with the projection ¢', i3 kept in shape by the
bent looped wire I, held between the two lay-

ers of leather formmn* the baclunﬂ by the riv-

ets 7 1.

J J are vertical leather loops, riveted or
otherwise secured to the rear surface of the
vertical part g of the pad, near the opposite
edges thereof, and K isastrap passing through
said loops. Oneend of thestrap K is secured
to the casing A by means of the rivets %, that
pass through the two openings E adjacent to
the corresponding end opening of the middle
series 1n the casing,

The opposite end of the strap is provided
with a series of tongue-openings, in order to
engage the buckle I, the strap ¢ of which is
secured by rivets /' to the two openings I, ad-
Jacent to the opposite end opening of the mid-
dle series.

‘M M are wires that extend from the point
of the projection g to the front portion of the
lower edge or casing, where they are secured
to rings or straps m, as shown. The device,
when buckled upon a horse’s hoof, will retain
water a long time, so that the foot ther ¢in can
be thoroughly soaked and softened.

We do not wish to be limited to the mate-
rial to be used in constructing the foot-cover-
ing. In some instances l;he metallic casing
may itself be covered with leather.

Having deseribed ourinvention, we claim—

1. A covering for horses’ hool’s comprising
a sponge-lined casing having the bhdpe of the
hoof, and a spouge- lmed pad made separate
from the casing but connected thereto, the said
pad comprising a vertical pmtlon g, an inte-
gral horizontal portion, ¢', and a wire, I, ar-
ranﬂed in said vertical and hoiizontal por-
tlons to maintain the shape of the pad, as set
forth.

2. A covering for horses’ hoofs, comprising
the metallic casing A, having the shape of a
horse’s hoof and sufﬁmently lzu er than the
same, whereby 1t may be lined “Wwith sponge
and the sponge lining stitched to the inside of
the casing, said casing being made of a single
plece and entirely covering the front and sides
of the hoof, and the sponge-lined leather pad
(x, enuuely separate from the metallic casing
and covering the rear and bottom of the hoof
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said pad havmg the sponge lining stitched | the easing by a buckle and a wire, I, inclosed 30

thereto and comprising the part ¢, concaved

~ to fit against the rear outer parb of the heel of

[C

IS

the hoof and the flat projection ¢/, integral

with the part g and extended at an angle there- |

to and fitting under the frog of the hoof, and
thestrap K, connecting the pad Gtothespon'ﬂ*e-
Iined casing, as set forth.

3. A covering for horses’ hoofs, comprlsmfr
the metallic casing A, having the shape of a
horse’s hoof and sufﬁciently larger than the
same, whereby 1t may be lined with sponge
and the sponge ]mmﬂ‘ stitched to the inside of
the casing, said casing being made of a single

piece and entirely covering the front and mdes '

of the hoof, and the sponge-lined leather pad
G, entlrely separate from the metallic casing

| and covering the rear and bottom of the hoof

20

25

sald pad havmg the sponge lining stitched
thereto and comprising the part ¢, concaved
to fit against the rear outer part of the heel
of the hoof, and the flat projection ¢’, integral
with the part g and extended at an an o*le there-
to and fitting under the frog of the hoof and
thestrap K,connecting the pad G tothesponge-
lined casing by having one end connected to
one side of the casing, then passing through
loops attached tothe pad and having its other

end adjustably connected to the outer side of |

within the pad G to maintainthe shape thereof.
4. The combination of the casing A, pro-
vided with the three series of openings O D,

and K, having its upper edge bent over out-

Wardly on itself abt a', and 1ts lower edge bent
over outwardly on ltself at a* and re- enforced
by the wire B, and the heel-pad consisting of
a leather backing and sponge lining attached

to the rear of the casing between the ends
| thereof, substantially as specified. -

b. The combination of the casing A having
the openings C, D, and E, the sponge lmmg

I, the leather backmg havmn‘ the concave up-
_per part, g, and the lower ﬂaJt pmjeetlon g,

kept 1n form by the wire I and rivets ¢, the
sponge lining £, the loops J, the strap K, se-
cured by rivets k &k to the casing, the buckle
L, strap {, and wires M, substa.ntlally as specl-
fied.

In testimony that we clmm the fmen'omo* as

our own we have hereto affixed our sig natures

in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES C. SCHILD.
PETER J. SCHILD.
FRANK L. SCHILD.

Witnesses:
ARCH. ANDERSON

GUSTAY NEUMANN
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