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To all whom it may concern : !

Be it known that I, Jostan Low BLACK-
WELL, a citizen of the United States, residing
at New York, in the county of New York,
State of New York, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Current Collect-

ing is a specification.

My invention relates to electrie railways
wherein the main snpply-wire is inclosed in a
slotted conduit beneath thesurfaze ofthestrest,
and connection therewith maintained by a con-
tact device or plow extending from an electrie-
ally-propelled vehicle into the conduit.

My invention consists in providing a vehicle
so propelled with a supplementary contact de-
vicetobeused inemergencies,which isadapted
tobeinserted into the slot of a conduit and take
the place of the normal contact device in case
of aceident. This supplementary contact de-
vice is provided with wheels, by which it may
ride upon the surface of the conduit, so that
when 1t is brought into nse no special attach-
went to the main vehicle is necessary, an ordi-
nary hook or snap serving to draw it along the
line. |

My invention is illustrated in the accompa-
nying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1isa side elevationof an electrically-
propelled car embodying my invention; and
Fig. 2 is a transverse section of a slotted con-
duit, showing the supplementary contact de-
vice 1n position. .

Inthe said drawings, A represents a car; B,
a plow-contact devicesuspended therefrom, of
any desired construction.

Crepresents a supplementary contact device
attached to a small truck, D, adapted to ride
upon the conduit, having a propelling-wire, E, |

which is provided with a ring adapted to en-
gage with hook . This hook I'' is in elec-
trical connection with the normal contact de-
vice B, and also with one terminal of the pro-
pelling motor. Incaseofaccident tothe main
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contact device B, 1t i3 only necessary to insert 45

the supplementary device C into the conduit
and hook It and I together. Asshown in Fig.

2, the contact Cis preferably of the form shown

in Patent No. 338,174, to Walter H. Knight,

wherein the contact-piece on the lower end of 50

the shank extending through the slot is of sueh
a thickness that it may be inserted through
the slot of the conduit at any point.

What T claim, and desire to seenre by Let-
bers Patéent, is— |

1. The combination, with an electrically-
propelied vehicle provided with a normal con-
tact device, of asupplementary contact deviee
provided with a truck adapted to ride on the
surface of the conduit, and a wire for connect-
1ng 1t to the vehicele.

2. The combination, with an electrically-
propelled vehicle having a normal contact de-
vice and an exposed hook or connection-point

. in electrical communication with the propel-

ling-motor, of a supplementary contact device
having a truck adapted to ride upon the sur-
face of the conduit, with means for connecting
1t to the said exposed point.

3. A supplementary contact device for an
electricratlway having a truck adapted to ride
on the surface of a conduit, and a contact-piece
thinner than the width of the slot, so as to be
1nserted therein at any point.

JOSIAH LOW BLACKWELL.

Witnesses:

Ropr. W. BLACKWELL,
JULIEN M. ELLIOT.
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