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1o all whony it may concerm

Be it known that I, SAMUEL PowELL, of
Chicago, Illinois, have invented a certain new
and useful Book-Mark and Clasp, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention has for its object to furnish a
book-mark, by the use of which any part of a
book is marked soas to beturned to readily,and
a clasp whereby the book and any loose papers
therein may besecurely clasped and held when
desired. My invention is applicable, gen-
erally, to various sorts of books, and particu-
larly to depositors’ bank-books, pass-books,
duplicate-sale ticket-books, receipt-books, &e.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation showing my improved book-
mark and clasp applied to a book,the latter be-
ing closed, the marking-finger being shown in
dotted lines. Iig. 218 a similar view, show-
Ing the clasp in position to permit the book to
be opened. IFig. 5 is a perspective view of the
device 1n the same position as shown in Fig.
2, the book being opened exposing the mark-
ing-finger. Ifig. 4 1s a sideclevation of the de-
vice from the back of the book illustrating one
method of attaching the clasp to the back-
cover; and IFig. 5 is an edge view in elevation
of the clasp and marker detached.

In said drawings, 1 represents the book; 2,

the clasp which has the back-piece 3 and the |

clamping-jaws 4 4.

b 1s an extension of one of the jaws whereby
the clasp is pivotally securcd to one of the
covers of the book by means of a pin, bolt
and nut, eyelet, or other sunitable device, as at
0, 80 as to swing ireely.

7 1s a thumb-piece, convenient for operat-
ing the clasp.

8 1s the marking-finger, which, as shown, is
secured to the clasp by means of a wire, 9,
which passes through a hole insaid finger and
has 1ts eunds fastened in or te the jaws 4 4, re-
spectively. As illustrated in the drawings,
the secured end of the finger § is bent at a
right angle to the body, as at 10, and again
bent to form a short arm, 11, parallel to the
body,and this arm 11 hasa hole through which
wire 9 passes, This method of securing the
finger givesit a firm bearing on the clasp while
16 admits of said finger being adjusted later-

| ally, as occasion may require, in marking dif-

ferent parts of the book. It may, however, be

pivotally securcd to the clasp, or to the pivot

6 direct to either of the jaws 4, or otherwise.
The clasp and finger may be made of any 55

suitable material,such aslight metal or rubber,

&e.  The jaws 4, the back 3, the extension 5,

and thumb-piece 7 may all be made from one

“blank or plate. I prefer to make the finger 8

crooked, preferably curved, as shown, so that 6o
1t will not entirely leave the book when the
clasp isswung back to admit of the book open-
ing. The extension 5 may be made of the form
shown where the device is to be attached to a
light book, but it may be found expedient to 65
make said extension longer or broader,or both,
or simply make the jaw longer o as to pivot
1t to the cover. It is also obvious that two
strips such as the cxtension 5 may be employed
and fastened on either side of the cover,or one 7o
on the one and the other on the other side of
the cover, and the jaw and part 5 may be made
separately, the latter being secured rigidly to

| the cover and pivoted to the jaw. I prefer to

use a removable pin or pivot at 6, so that the 75
device may be removed from one book and se-
cared to another when desired. The forms
and proportions of all the parts may be modi-
fied as above indicated, or in other details of
construction, but I have thought said modifi- 8o
cations do not require representation in the
drawings.

As before stated, this device isapplicable to
many sorts of books; but I will point out its
uses 1n connection with a depositor’s bank or 85
pass book only. Depositsin bank are usually
entered on the depositor’s pass-book on con-
secutive left-hand pages, and the deposits, usu-
ally consisting of checks and bills, are placed
between the leaves of the book at the proper go
placeofentry tosave thetime of both depositor
and bank-clerkatthe bank. Intheusnalmethod
the depositor in preparing his deposits turns
the leaves until the proper placeis found, places
his checks, ticket, and bills therein, and then g5
sceures them by passing a rubber band around
bhe book. After the deposit is made the de-
positor usually desires to enter or check up the
same, and the necessity of turning the leaves

| to find the entry again recurs. Of course a 100




fai

rubber band or other like fastening is liable to
be lost or mislaid when removed.

- device is adapted to be secured to the book
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combmatlou

permanently in pOSItlon for convenient use.

The marking-finger is kept between the leaves:

of the book at the proper place of .entry, and

need only be changed when a page is filled. |

When the checks, bills, &e., are placed 1n the
book, the clasp is pushed down the jaws em-
bra,cmﬂ‘ the covers and clf‘tmpmg the loose pa-
pers contalned in the book securely, thereby

preventing theirloss. Whenthebookishanded

to the bank-clerk and he swings the clasp
back and opens the book, the finger separates
the current-entry leaf from the unused leaves,
which are held down by the finger while the
entry 18 made.. The place is rwdlly found
again by the depositor when he desires to check
up or make another deposit.

Although I have shown the book-mark at-
tached to the clasp, it is obvious that it may
be pivoted to the book-cover, as before de-

‘scribed, and used separately.

T claim—
1. A book-mark and clasp, compr 1Smg, in

Now my

prising
o embmce the free edfres of the book-covers

a clasp having clamping-jaws |

"399,149 '

qdupted to embrace the free edfres of the book-
covers, and to be pivotally secured to one of

said covers, and a finger or marker pivotally

connected to said claqp Subst%ntmlly as de- 30

‘seribed.

2. A book-mark and clasp, compusmw 1n
combination, a clasp having clamping jaws,
whereby to embrace the free é(lges of the cover

: when the book is closed, and means for pivot- 35
ally connecting the Smme to the book, and a

marking- ﬁnﬂ'e[ connected to said Cl‘LSp and
having a latéral movement on its support,
Suhqta,ntmlly as seb forth. |

3. A combined book-mark and clasp, com-
a clasp having clamping-jaws adapted

4C

wheun the book .is closed, and a pivotal con-
nection whereby to secure the clasp to the
boolk cover, and a marking-finger pivoted to 45
tlie clasp at a pt)mbmtemnedmte its clamping-
jaws, sabstantially as deseribed.

SAMUEL POWELL.

Witnesses:
- C. C. LINTHICUM,
S. A, HOLMAN.
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