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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RicHarp W. ILIFF, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Hins-
dale, Du Page county, Illinois, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Brushes, of which the following is a specifica-
t1on. |

The invention relates to improvements in
paint-brushes, and especially to the bridles

oiten attached thereto; aud it consists in the

construction and novel combination of parts
hereinafter deseribed, and pointed out in the
appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a paint-brush with the
bridle attached. Tig. 2 is a perspective view
of the bridle detached. Tig. 3 is a detail view
of a portion of the bridle, showing the attach-
ment of the copper wire.

Relerring to the drawings by letter, A des-
1gnates a brush, having the handle A’ and the
wrapping-wire «, of usual construction.

B is the bridle-strap, made of some flexible
material, and provided near one end with the
stud or butfon I, and near the other end with
aseriesof aligned slots, D, having the enlarged
portions d, for the insertion of the head of the
button at their inner ends. The bridle-strap
13 preferably of equal width throughout, and
has at the lower edge of the end adjaccat to
tie slots D a turned-up flap, If, forming a seat,
J, for the lower edge of the opposite end when
the strap is closed.

C C are copper wires arranged on each side
of the bridle strap, and each wire is doubled
at the center and passcd at that point through
the openings ¢ ¢, which are aligned vertically
and are below the upper edge of the bridle-
strap. ‘the wire is so passed that both ends
will be outside the bridle-strap, and the said
ends are twisted from the strap to such a dis-
tance that when the parts are applied to the
brush the twisted branch of the wire will pass
along thesidesand overthetop of the wrapped-
wire head of the brush. Atthe top of the head
of the brush the twisted branches of the wire C
are bent at an angle inward toward the handle,

and when the wire reaches the latter the two |

| branches are separated and passed in opposite

directions one or more times around the brush.
After encircling the brush as many times as
may be desired the extreme ends of the wire
are twisted together, as at .

In putting the device on the paint-brush,
the npper edge of the strap is placed against
the lower edge of the wrapping-wire ¢ and but-
toned as tightly as possible around the bris-
tles. The copper wires are then brought up,
as above stated, and their untwisted ends
wrapped around the handle A’ a sufficient
number of times to retain the wires and tightly
enonngh to keep the edge of the strap close

agalnst the lower edge of the wrapping-wire,

so that no paint canooze between the two when
the brush 1s 1n use. DBy means of said bridle
the bristles of a new brush may be held closely
together and prevented from spreading, s0
that the brush will flow paint as evenly and
equally as a half-worn brash.

It 1s necessary to use some soft and very
flexible wire—such as copper wire—else the
bridle strap could not be brought up close
against the edge of the wrapping-wires, nor
could the device be taken off one brush and
piaced on asecond onc when the first was worn
out. DBy using the copper wire the device can
be placed successively on more than a dozen
brashes.

By means of the openingse¢’ the wire C can
be brought up on the outside of the bridle-
strap, 8o as not to prevent close contact be-
tween sald strap and the wrapping-wire.

Having deseribed my invention, I claim—

The improved bridle for paint-bruashes here-
1n deseribed and shown, comprising the flexi-

ble band B, having its euds adjustably con-

nected, one of the ends having an upturned
flap, I, forming aseat, f, for the other end, the
band being further provided with vertically-

50
55

60

75

aligned openings ¢ ¢/, and the flexible wires go

passed outward through said openings and
twisted above the same, as specified.
RICHARD W. ILIFF.
Witnesses:
THOMAS A. BANNING,
GEORGE C. COOXK.
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