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Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be 16 knewn that I, WILLIAM G. MILLER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Boon-
ville, in the county of Cooper and State of
Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Folding Buggy-Tops, of
whieh the following is such a full, clear, and
exact description as will enable any one skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use thesame, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this speci-
fication. |

My invention relates more particularly to
canopy-top buggies; and it has for its object
to secure the top to the buggy, so that it can
be folded down back of the body of the bugg
in an inclined position within the space be-
tween the hind wheels.

Theinvention consists ofa canopy-top buge
having two or more series of rods hinged to
the top and to the body thereof, one of which
rods is jointed, so that the top may be dropped
back of the bngey within small compass.
Other forms of folding- canopy buggy-tops
have been devised in which the top is folded
back of the seat and projects therefrom at right
angles. In such a construction,when the top:
1s folded back, it must necessarily project a
greab distance beyond the back wheels. In
my arrangement the top is dropped back in
an Inclined position within the space between
the buggy-wheels, and does not project any
farther back thanthe periphery ofsaid wheels.

I will now describe my invention in detail
by reference te the drawings accompanying
and making a part of this specification.

Figure I is a side elevation of the body of a
~buggy with a canopy attached thereto in ac-
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cordance with my invention. Fig.1Iis aback |

elevation thereof; and Fig. III is a side eleva-
tion, the same as Fig. I, but showing the top

folded back.
The same figures of reference indicate the

4.0

same parts throughout the several views.

1 1s the body of the buggy, and 2 are rails,
which are fastened to each side of the seat.

5 3 are uprights, which are hinged to the
rails 2 and to the top 4 at each side thereof.
The uprights 8 3 are hinged to the forward
50 part of the rails 2. |
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| back of the buggy-seat.

5 b are braces that are hinged to the rails 2
at the baclk of the seat. These braces are
jointed at the point 6, and are pivoted to the
top 4 1n front of the standards 3, so that when
the top is up in the position shown in Big. I
and 18 supported by the standards 3 the rods
b act as braces therefor.

7 7 are preferably two bow-shaped pieces,
joined by a neck-piece, S, which are hinged to
the back edge of the top, and also to the back
of the buggy-seat. Thisactsas alateral brace
tor the top and prevents the same from play-
g from side to side. The bow-shaped pieces
7 may be hinged to the back of the buggy in
any way. |

1t will be observed that the arrangement
described affords ample space for persons to
get in and out of the buggy—in fact, offers
much less obstruction than the ordinary fold-
ing buggy-top. Fig. Il shows the position 7o
of the parts when the top is dropped back-
ward. DBy means of the jointed braces, and
the braces 7 being hinged to the back part of
the top, said top will be drawn to an inclined
position when the top 1s folded backward. 75
S50, also, the uprights 3 being hinged at the
front of the seat, the top will be thrown but
a short distance backward, so thatthe top and
all the parts thereof will, when folded back-
ward, occupy but little space. The top can
be made in any shape.

It will be noted in my invention that the
top drops back without any folding together
of the parts.

Various changes can be madein theconstrue-
tion set forth without departing {rom the spirit
of my invention. I do notwish, thercfore, to
confine myself to the exact devices desceribed.

Having now fully set forth my invention,
what I desire to elaim, and secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, as my invention
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1. A folding buggy-top consisting of up-
rights hinged substantially at the middle of
the top and to the boedy of the buggy at the
front part of the seat, jointed braces hinged
to the top in front of said uprights and to the
buggy back of said uprights, and one or more
rods hinged to the back of the top and to the
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2. A folding bugey-top consisting of up-

rights hinged substantially at the middie of

the top and to the body of the buggy at the

front part of the seat, jointed braces hinged

5 to the top in front of said uprights and to the

buggy back of said uprights, and a lateral
bracing pivoted te said top and buggy.

3. The: combination, as hereinbefore set

forth, of:the buggy-top 4, the standards 3,

10 hinged near the .middle thereof and pivoted

at or near the front part of the seat,the jeinted

braces 5, hinged to the top in:-front of sald

| standards and to the bugey back of said stand-

ards, and the lateral braces 7, hinged to the
back of the buggy-top aad to the back of the 15
seat. - %

In testimony whereof I have hercunto set my
hand and affixed my seal,this 23d day of April,
1888, in:the presence of the two subscribing
witnesses. =

_- WILLIAM G. MILLER. [L.8.]

Witnesses:

EDWIN SHACKLETORD, -
Gro. H. Turt, ©
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