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To all whom it mai concern:

Be it known that I, HERMAN FIETSCH, Jr.,
of Chicago, in the State of Illinois, have in-
vented cer tain new and nseful Imprevements
in Blocks for Locking Stereotype-Plates for
Printing, of which the follawmn 1S a specifica-
tion,

" The object of the improvement is to furnish
a base or block for stereotype-plates, on which
one or more of such plates may readily be

secured for printing therefrom, the means for

securing the plate to the block being adapted
to fasten a plate of any ordinary size, less than
the area of the block, in any desired place
thereon, or to fasten several plates of the
same size in different places thereon and ad-
just the spaces between them as reqmred to
produce the desired page- margins in book-
printing.

The invention consists, broadly, in a base
or bloek having narrow sections of its upper

surface made relatively movable and provided .

with pin-holesarranged in cheek or ¢crossrows,
so that by placing pins in such of the holes
as come nearest to the edges of a plate or
plates placed on the block such pins by aslight
sliding of some of the sections may be made
to impinge the edges of the plate or plates to
hold them in proper place on the bloek.

The accompanying drawings lllmtmte the
invention.

Figure 1 is a plan or top view of such block.
Fig. 2 is a fragment of an enlarged plan. Kig.
318 2 hGIlKGHt‘ﬂ section of a portwn of the
frame employed to support the sections. Fig.
4 is a vertical section on line z z of Fig. 2.

Fig. b 18 an enlarged section on line &" & of

Flﬂ* 1. Hig. 6 thWS a detail.

A desmu%te:a a chase or frame for support- |

ing the movable sections B. In the present
instance the movable sections are promded
with tenons d, which work in mortises ¢ in the
frame A, so qs to allow a short endwise move-
ment of bhe sections in either direction. At
one end the tenonsare provided with a ratchet,
¥, adapted to engage with a ratchet-bar, b‘*
.set in the frame in a slot to one side of the
mortise and actuated by a spring, s. The
frame is also pwmded with a small disk «/,

|

|

1707 so that by a partial rotation of the disk by

means of a key inserted Iin a square or angu-
lar opening, ¢, the cam may be bmught to
bear hard wgmnst the ratchet-bar, as seen ab
at, and cause it to move into contact with the
ratchet on the tenon and thereby lock the sec-
tion rigidly in place. In this manuer each of
the sections may be shifted longitudinally and
secured in its various positions. When the

| cam is released,the spring throws the ratchet-

bar back out of engagement with the tenomn.

It will beseen that the tenons, as illustrated,
are formed by letting a bar, §’, into a groove
in the side of the sections and securing 16
therein by screwsec. This, however, 1s merely
an incidental construction,and is not to be re-
garded as substantially different from an in-
tegral tenon or the nntenoned end of the sec-
tlon inserted in a slot or mortise of suificient
size to receive 1t.

The dotted line ¢ indicates the space 1nside
the frame allowed for the endwise movement
of the sections. The upper face of the sec-
tions is provided with a series of holes, ¢, so

| arranged as to form check or cross rows pref-

erably aboutb one-sixth of an ineh apart. The

surfaceisotherwisesmoothorlevel,soastotform

the base on which the electrotype or stereotype
plate C, with a flat undersurface,may rest. The
plates are secured to such base by pins ¢ re-
ceived in such of the holes ¢ as come neavrest
to the edges of the plate, and projecting above
the surface of the base, so as to impinge said
edges and be tightened in place by the longi-
tudinal adjustment and locking of the sections
in place when the pins are pressed against the
edges of the plates Sufﬁeleubl y to Dind the
par 1S together.

The mode of operation 18 illustrated in Fig.
1, which shows the second and fourth sections
from the left-hand npper cornerslightly moved
endwise toward the lelt, bringing the pins ¢°
thereof against the upperand right-hand edges
of the plate, while the pins of the third and
fifth sections impinge the lower and left-hand
edges. It is obvious that said plate €, or one
Of a different size, could be secured in the
same manner to any other part of the face of
the bloek, or that a series of such plates of
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5o which has a cam, o7, coming ag q.mst the bar | equal size could be thus secured to the base, 100




. 388,032

so that the edges of their ends and sides would | 2. A base or block for stereotype or electro-
~ be in line and the spaces between them would type plates, composed of a series of sepa,ra.te |
be equal, so as to make umform margins in | relatively-movablesections provided with pin- 15

book-pages printed therefrom. holes, a frame for supporting such sections,
5 Having thus described my aneI]tIO[l and 1ts ‘and means, substantially as described, for lock-
mode of operation, whatl claim 15— ing the seetwns respectively in thelr various

1. A base or block for stereotype or electro- | positions, substantially as and for the purpose
type plates, having its uppersurface composed | specified. |

of a series of separate sections made relatively | HERMAN FIETSCH, JRr.
10 movableand provided with pin-holesarranged Witnesses: -
in check or cross rows, substantially as cmd JNo. H. WHIPPLE,

for the purpose specified. | | - J. W. MERRIAM.
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