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Be 1t known that I, LOWELL J. BULLARD, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the county and State of New York,
bave invented a new and nseful Improvements
in Clothes-Nippers, of which the following is
a full, clear, exact, and concise description,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
1ngs, 1n which similar letters refer to smilar
parts throughout the several views.

T'he object of my invention is to provide a
cuif-holder which may be readily attached to
a sleeve or lining and detached therefrom at
will, and which shall be free from liability to
accldental displacement or disengagement.
This 1 aceomplish by my device, which con-
sists in a double elasp, one clasp of which is
an ordinary outwardly-opening clasp for hold-
ing a cuff, the other clasp of such double clasp
being an inwardly-opening elasp, the fixed jaw
of which 1s provided with infroverted or
carved prongs, and the movable jaw of which
is provided with corresponding apertures,
openings, or depressions fitted to receive such

prongs and conjointly adapted for attachment

to the lining or sleeve by the engagement of
the prongs therewith, both clasps being con-

nected to each other by a shank common to

both to form a cuff-holder.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of my double clasp, showing
the mode of atftachment of my terminal in-
wardly-opening c¢lasp to a sleeve-lining, and
of suspension of a false cuff by the other ter-
minal outwardly-opening clasp, together with
the shank common to both clasps. Fig. 2isa
iike view of the same with the cuff-end clasp

inverted or reversed and the sleeve-end clasp |

as terminal at the bottom of the shank. Fig. 3
18 a perspective view of the double clasp shown

- in Hig. 1.
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A A are fixed jaws; A’ A’y a movable jaw in
each inwardly-opening elasp? A% A% a mova-
ble jaw-1n each onutwardly-opening cla.sp; B B,
connecting-shank; (, cuff; D, cloth or sleeve;
L, lining of same; « «, prongs; b b, apertures
or depressions; ¢ ¢, springs to movable jaws;
¢ d, pivots to jaws and supports to Spl‘lﬂgs

¢ 1s a projecting boss or hold.

- Yor convenience of reference I term the in-

distinguished from the oubwardly - Opemng
clasp end which I term the ““cunff end.”

The cuff-end clasp needs no desecription, as
it is the well-known form in ordinary use as a
clasp, and is similar to those used as a substi-
tute for clothes-pins.

The upper terminal portions of the double
clasp shown in Fig. 1 and the lower terminal
shown in Fig. 2, and the right-hand portions
of Ifig. 3, beyond the shank BB, represent my
inwardly-opening clasp. The claspsshown ab
the other extremities of the same figures are
outwardly-opening clasps. Inthe former por-
tions the movable jaw A’, actuated by spring
e, seated upon pivotb d, is represented as en-
gaged at apertures b b with prongs @ ¢ upon
the introverted fixed jaw, A, which is also
provided with boss e.

The sleeve-end clasp differs {rom other
known inwardly-opening clasps in being pro-
vided with one or more prongs,a,upon thefixed
jaw A, and also in the movable jaw A/, being

. provided with apertures or depressions b, into

which such prongs loosely fit and engage with
the movable jaw, as isshown in Figs. 1, 2, and

3. A shank or band, B, of metal or other

saitable material, connects and supports the

two terminal clasps to form a double clasp, of

which the euff-end clasp holds and carries the
the cuff C and the sleeve-end clasp engages
with the lining L or cloth of the dress-sieeve
D to support the cuff in place. 1bis appar-
ent that when the lining or other fabrie 1s
caught by the prongs it will be penetrated or
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partially penetrated by them or doubled upon

itself and beld between the prongs on the fixed
jaw and the edges of the apertures or depres-
sions in the movable jaw, and thus be pre-
vented from slipping out of the clasp until 16
isintentionally released. IBoth clasps are pro-
vided with springs acting upon their movable
jaws in the ordinary manner. "he clasps are
made of any material suitable for other clasps
of like character.
up integral with the fixed jaw or subsequently
rigidly affixed thereto, as may be most con-
venienf. They are sufficiently prolonged and
introverted beyond the edge of the fixed jaw
to engage within the openings or depressions
promded for that purpose in the upper face of

wardly-opening claspend the ‘“sleeve end,’’ as | the movable jaw, and to allow sutiicient space
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The prongs may be struck g3
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for the introduction of a fold of the lining or | movable jaw and slightly raise the fabric and

sleeve between them and the surface of the op-
posing movable jaw when the latter 1s de-
pressed to receive 1t.

To facilitate the manipulation and adjust-
ment of my pronged clasp within a sleeve or

lining, I have also provided a boss or projec- |

tion, ¢, of the fixed jaw, which is intended to
furnish a more convenient hold for retaining
the fixed jaw in one’s grasp while the mova-

ble jaw is being depressed toward 1t in attach-

ing it to or detaching it from the sleeve.

The operation of my device is as follows: It |

is inserted with the movable jaw in close prox-
imity to or resting against the inside of the
sleeve or lining to the desired distance. The
movable jaw is therenpon depressed by press-

ure exerted through the sleeve upon the jaw,

which causes a fold of the fabric to slide upon
the jaw and under the prongs, which thus catch
and hold such fold. The pressure 1s then re-
Jaxed and the movable jaw actuated by its
spring ¢ securely confines the fold. When 1t

~ i8 desired to detach the device, 1t is only nee-
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essary fo exert a similar pressure upon the

device sufficientlyto disengage the prongs,
‘when by straightening the fold the clasp may

be withdrawn, as the prongs only engage in-

wardly and no Jonger hold the fabric.
I claim—-
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1. Aninwardly-openingclasp providedwith
introverted prongs upon its fixed jaw and cor-

responding aperturesinits movablejaw adapt-
ed to engage such prongs, such movable jaw

being actuated by a spring to engage the prongs -

and apertures, substantially as deseribed.
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2. A double clasp consisting of a cufi-end

spring-clasp, a sleeve-end spring-clasp, and a

connecting-shank common to both clasps, the
sleeve-end clasp being inwardly -opening and

provided with prongs upon its fixed jaw and - _'
with corresponding apertures in its movable

jaw for engagement with such prongs upon an

TLOWELL J. BULLARD.

Witnesses: _,
THOS. H. SUTTON,
JAas. A. KEHLBECK.
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“interposed fabrie, substantially as deseribed. 45
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