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To all whom it may corcerm:  branch A’, and fastened ab its lower end to
Be it known that I, JAMES S. MATCHETTE, | the said branch A’, has iis upper end, which 35

a citizen of the United States, residing at Sher- | extends above the ledge 4, curved inwardly

man, in the county of Grayson and State of | at d/, to engage with and lock the cross-bar.

5 Texas, have invented a certain new and useful The eross-bar B is pivoted at one end be-
Improvement in Check-Hooks; and I do de- | tween the lugs b b, and is provided with de-
clarethe following to bea full, clear, and exact | pression ¢ near 1ts other end. These depres- 60
description of the invention, such as will ena- | sions ¢ are in the sides of the cross-bar and
ble others skilled in the art to which it apper- | receive the laugs «. The outer end of the

1o tains to malke and use the same, reference be- | eross-bar is depressed or curved inwardly to
ing had to the accompanying drawings, and | receive the end of the spring D,which locks it
to the letters and figures of reference marked | down. By having the lugs ¢ fitting in thede- 65
thereon, which form a part of this specifica- | pressions e of the cross-bar and the eross-bar
tion. secured by a pivotal connection at its oppo-

15 This invention relates to a check-hook for | site end the frame cannot possibly spread un-
harness, and has for its object the construc- | der abnormal strain, because the cross-bar
tion of a check-hook that will be ornamental, | spans the two branches and is securely fast- 70
and which will have a movable cross-bar at | ened at its end to each. |
the top of the frame to permit the ready at- | The check-rein can be adjusted or removed

20 tachment and detachment of the checkrein, | from thecheck-hook by the throwingup of the
and which will hold said eross-bar against lat- | cross-bar, as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 1
eral displacement when the said cross-bar is | and full lines in Iig. 2. Mo facilitate the op- 75
closed. | eration of moving the cross-bar,athumb-plece,

The improvement consists, chiefly, of the | E, is provided,which is integral therewith,and

25 novel means for fastening the cross bar,where- which, for the sake of ornamentation, 18 fash-

Dby it also serves as a brace and prevents any | ioned after the pattern of a horse’s head. |
spreading of the frame in the event of any ab- Having thus described my invention, what 30
normal strain on the checkrein. Iclaim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,

The improvement also consists in the novel | is—
30 features hereinafter more fully described and 1. In a check-hook, the combination, with
claimed, and shown in the drawings, in | the frame having the lugs ¢ a and the spring,
which— | of the cross-bar pivoted at one end and hav- 35
Figure 1 is a side view of the check-heok, | ing side depressions near its other end to re-
showing by dotted lines the cross-bar thrown | ceive the said lugs, and having its end adapted

3¢ back: Fig. 2, a perspective view of the upper | to be engaged by the said spring, substan-
portion of the cheek-hook, showing the cross- | tially as deseribed.
bar opened or thrown up .a short distance; 2. The herein shown and described check- go
Fig. 3, a perspective view similar to Fig. 2, | hook, composed of the U-shaped frame hav-

| but showing the cross-bar closed; Fig. 4, a | ing a threaded stem projeeting from 1ts lower

40 side view of the cross-bar detached from the | end, and having the lugs ¢ a and b b extend-
frame; Fig. 5, a bottom plan view of the cross- | Ing from its vertical branches, the spring D,
bar, and Fig. 6 a top view of the frame. | and the cross-bar pivoted at one end between g5

‘The check-hook, properly speaking, is com- | the lags b b, and having side depressions near
posed of the frame A and the cross-bar B. | its other end to receive the lugs a «, and hav-

45 The frame is U-shaped, and is provided at its | ing itsend adapted to be engaged by the spring
lower end with the threaded shank C, by which | D, and provided with the thumb-piece or
it is seeured to the saddle in the usnal man- | horse-head E, substantially as specified. 100
ner. The vertical branches of the frame have In testimony whereof I affix my signature In
lugs @ @ and b . The lugs ¢ ¢ are not in line | presence of two witnesses.

so with the vertical branch A’, and have a ledge, ' JAMES S. MATCHETTE.

d, in the front and in the rear thereof for the Witnesses:
cross-bar B to rest on when it is closed. The Wi, SMITH,

spring D, fitted in a recess in the front of the | - (3. S. SMITH.
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