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1o all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that I, CHARLES B. DIEHL, a |
citizen of the United States, residing at Pitts-
burg, in the county of Allegheny and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented or discovered a
certain new and useful Improvement in Shoes, |
of which improvementthe following isa speci-
fication, | N |

My invention relates to low-cut shoes and

10 slippers, and its object is to maintain the shoe
snugly yet easily in contact with the foot of
the wearer, and thereby prevent the incon-
venience and wear upon the stocking induced
by looseness and slipping of the shoe.

15 1o this end my invention, generally stated, .
consists in an elastic strip or band connected
at1ts ends to the inside of the rear portion of
a shoe in position to exert its tension against
the back of the ankle of the wearer.

20 The improvement claimed is hereinafter
fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view in perspective of a slipper embodying .
my invention, and Fig. 2 a longitudinal cen-

25 tral section through the same.

In the practice of my invention T insert in
the rear portion of a low shoe or slipper, 1, |
above and adjacent to the connter or part
which encireles the heel of the wearer, an elas-

30 tie strip or band 2, which may be composed of
rubber, textile webbing, or fabric rendered
elastic by the insertion of cords or strips of
rubber, or leather, cloth, &c., with elastic ma-
terial at its center or ends, said strip being se-

35 cured at its ends to the upperor body portion
of the shoe, preferably as shown, outside of
the lining thereof, and being rearwardly in-
clined from its upper to its lower side in sub- |
stantial conformity with the inward inelina-

40 tion or curvature of the back of the human
ankle. The elastic band 2, which may be con-
nected to the shoe by stitching, eyeleting, or
1n any other suitable manner, should be so lo-
cated as to be normally at a slight distance

45 from the inside of the back of the shoe, such .
distance about eorresponding with the slight
allowance which is made to permit the shoe to
be easily put on and removed, thereby indue-
ing a slight tension of the band against the

50 back of the ankle. The pressure resultant |

in
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| therefrom, while too inconsiderable to be per-

ceptible or ineconvenient to the wearer, will
maintain the shoe continuously in easy con-
tact with the foot, and thns preveunt the slip-
ping and looseness generally experienced in 55
shoes of this description and the wear npon
the stocking occasioned thereby.

1 am aware that elastic devices of different
constructions have been heretofore applied to
the rear portion of shoes to prevent the slip- 6o
ping of the same from normal position upon
the foot—as, for example, an elastic retaining-
strap secared to thesole, a U-shaped clamp of
wire secured ab its center to the inside of the
rear end ot the shoe, and an attaching-strap 65
mtegral with the body of the shoe and shorter
than the heel portion. T disclaim, therefore,

- broadly, a strap or band of elastiec material

combined with a shoeand serviang to hold the
same 1n position. 70

By connecting the elastic band to the inside
of the upper portion of the shoe [ am enabled
to reduace its length to a minimum, and corre-
spondingly aveid the stretehing to which a
long band connected to the sole would be sub- vz
ject, and which would, in the course of wear,
render the latter practically of no value. Its
bearing 1s also exerted direetly upon the back
of the ankle in sneh manner a8 to more effect-
ively preventtheslipping of theshoe and wear 8o
of the stocking thanif extended above the top
of the shoe, and being when in use wholly
within the shoe, it is not visible and does not
1mpalr the style or appearance of the latter.

1 elaimas my inventionand desire to secure 83
by Letters Patent—

A shoe or slipper provided with a strip of
elastic material connected at its ends tothein-
side of the upper portion of the shoe, forming
a band thatis normally in front of the counter, go
and adapted to be expanded when in use to lie
against said counter and to hold the shoe to
the foot, substantially as set forth.

Intestimony whereof I have hereunto set my
hand. |

CHARLES E. DIEHL.

Witnesses: _
J. SNOWDEN BELTL,
R. H. WHITTLESEY.
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