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To ali whom Tt may CORCErM :
Beitknownthat I, GEORGE BROWNLEES, the
younger,asubject oftheQueenof Great Britain,

~ residing at Penola, in the Province of South

1G

Australia, blacksmith, have invented an Im-
proved Contrivance for Coupling the Shafts
or Poles to Vehicles, (thesame having been pat-
ented in the following countries: Sonth Aus-
tralia August 25, 1887, No. 862; Victoria Sep-
tember 12, 1887, No. 5,296; New South Wales
September 13, 1887, No. 182; Great Britain
November 15, 1887, No. 15,645; Queensland
Marech 27, 1888; New Zealand March 29, 1888, )
of which the following is a full, elear, and ex-
act description. -

The object of my invention is to provide an
improved method of attaching the shafts or

poles to all kinds of vehicles, whereby the

bolts, nuts, and other joints at present in use
may be dispensed with and the operation of
coupling or uncoupling performed with greater
facility and speed. I accomplish this by pro-

viding a contrivance consisting of a locking-

~ joint for attachment to the frame of the ve-
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hicle and a solid ecylindrical T head-piece pro-
vided with a flange of special form for attach-
ment to the shafts or pole.

In order that my invention may be the bet- |

ter understood I will proceed to describe the
same by reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan of the coupling complete;
Fig. 2, a side-elevation joint with the locking
side open; Fig. 3, an end view of the head-
piece; Fig. 4, a side view of the same.

Like letters refer fo similar parts.

The clip or shackle consists of a tongue-
shaped plate or bar, A, which is secured to
the axle by bolts or clevises or in any suitable
manner. FEFrom the front end of the plate or

bar A extend two perforated jaws or eyes, «,
one of which is entire and the other has a seg-
ment, «, cut from i, and one end hinged to
the main portion at «*, while the other end i3

A—

| with the eyes a.

the point ¢°, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The
thill-iron B has at its lowerend a T-head, 0, the
arms of which form trunnions for engagement
At one end of the T-head
b—that is to say, at the end of one of the trun-
nions—is a eircular flange or disk, ¥/, attached
to or made in one piece with said trannion,
and of a diameter somewhat greater than that
of the eye «. From the inner side of this disk
)’ extends an arc-shaped plate, 0%, of a width
and length about equal to that of the hinged
segment «'.

The operation is as follows: The hinged seg-
ment « being raised to the position shown 1n

Fig. 2, an opening is provided in the eye ¢

equal to the thickness of the thill-iron. The
thills being raised to an upright position and
moved laterally, the trunnions b are readily
engaged with the eyes ¢, when the hinged seg-

ment ¢ is lowered so as to cover the opening.

When the thills are lowered to the position
for use, the arc - shaped plate »° covers the
hinged segment, and thus prevents the possi-
bility of uncoupling, which can be done only
by reversing the movement above deseribed
and again raising the thills and moving them
laterally after lifting the hinged segment.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 18—

In a thill-coupling, the combination of the
clip or shackle A, having the jaws Or eyes ¢,
onc of which is provided with a hinged seg-
ment, ¢, and the thill-iron B, having the T-

head or trannions b, provided with the disk

or flange b, and arc-shaped plate b*, substan-
tially as herein described. |
In witness whereof I have hereuanto signed

my name in the presence of two subseribing

wiltnesses.
GEORGE BROWNLEILS, JUNIOR.
Vitnesses:
CHRISTOPHER SHARAM, Jr.,
NEIL BAIL.D BETHUNE.
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