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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, CHARLES WESCOTT
GILMAN, of Biddeford, in the county of York,
State of Maine, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Rein-Holders, of

- which the following isa description sufficiently
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full, clear, and exact to cenable any person
skilled in the art or science to which said in-
vention appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had totheaccompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, in
which-—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved
rein-holder represented as in position for use
on the dasher of a carriage, the dasher being
shown in vertical transverse section; Fig. 2, a
front elevation of the same; Fig. 3, a side ele-
vation, the jaws being represented as turned
down 1n the direction of the body of the car-
riage; ... 4, asectional view showing certain
details of construction; and Fig. 5, a side ele-
vation showing the holder in position for use
onthe fender of asleigh, the fender being rep-
resented in vertical section.

Like letters and figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in the different figures of
the drawings. |

My invention relates to that class of rein-
holders which are adapted to be attached to
the dasher orfender of the vehicleand designed
for holding the driving-reins in the absence of
the driver from his seat; and it consists in cer-
tain novel details of construction, as herein-
after fully set forth and claimed, the object be-
ing to produce a simpler, cheaper, and more
effective device of this character than is now
in ordinary use. |

The nature and operation of the improve-
ment will be readily understood by all con-
versant with such matters from the following
explanation.

In the drawings, A represents the body, B
the bracket, C the clamp, and D D the jaws.

The clamp is preferably composed of elastic
sheet-steel or similar material, and is of suit-
able forni to pass astride of the upper portion
of the dasher I, to which it is secured by a
bolt,m,and nut f,the bolt being passed through
a hole in the lower portion of the clamp and a
corresponding hole in the dasher.

|

with a foot-piece, ¢, and issecured to the clamp
by screws or rivets ¢, the body of the bracket
being preferably arranged at an angle of about
forty-five degrees to a horizontal plane, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 3.

The body A is secured to the bracket B by

a bolt, g, and nut A, the flat outer end of the

bracket and corresponding inner end of the
body being placed side by side and their con-
tigunous faces serrated, as shown at v in Figs.
2 and 4. A coiled spring, %k, is disposed on
the bolt g between the body A and bracket B,
sald spring acting expansively to separate the

serrated ends of the body and bracket as the

nut 18 turned off.

The body is provided at its outer end with
a cross-head, ), said head being provided with
a mortise or recess in each end, one of the
Jaws D being inserted in each of said recesses
and centrally pivoted to the head by a pin, y.
The upper ends of the jaws are curved out-
wardly in opposite directions, as best seen in
Fig. 2, and their lower ends respectively pro-
vided with springs », which abut against the
opposite sides of the body A and act expan-
sively to keep the jaws closed.

In the use of my improvement the helder is
sectired to the fender of the carriage by means
of the bolt and nut m f, the jaws D being se-
cured in a vertical position by means of the
bolt and nut ¢ 2, and when the driver has oc-
casion to leave the carriage or drop the reins
they are forced into the jaws D, by which they
will be firmly grasped and held in convenient
position in a manner that will be readily un-
derstood by al! conversant with such matters
without a more explicit deseription.

When the holder is not required for holding
the reins, the jaws D may be turned downward
toward the horse, as shown in Fig. 1, or to-
ward the carriage, as shown in Fig. 3, and se-
cured in their depressed position by the nut
and bolt ¢ 2. When the holder is nsed with
a sleigh, the clamp C may be omitted and the
foot-piece ¢ bolted directly to the fender H, as
shown in Kig. b5, if desired, the foot-piece bhe-
1ng concaved on its lower side to correspond
with the eontour of that portion of the fender
to which 1t is attached. .

It 18 well known that when the reins are

The bracket 1s provided at its lower end | dropped in the usual manner on leaving the
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carriage they are very liable to {all onto the
oround and be trampled on by the horse, or
to be caught by the steps or some portion of
the carriage and produce an accident. These
and other objections of a like character are
fully obviated by my invention, which enables
one or both of the reins to be so secured as to
prevent them from falling to the ground or be-
coming ensnarled,and also lield insuch position
as to be readily accessible when required for
use by the driver.

Having thus explained my invention, what
I claim 15— |

1. In a rein-holder, the combination of the
bracket B, provided with serrations v at 1ts
outer end, the body A, pivoted to the bracket

B by the bolt g, carrying the nut 2, said body |

being provided with the cross-head & at its
outer end and with serrations » at 1ts inner

20 end, the jaws D, eentrally pivoted to the cross-

head b, and provided with springs », adapted
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to close said jaws, and the spring %, disposed
on the Dholt ¢, all being constructed and ar-
ranged to operate substantially as set forth.
2. In a rein-holder, the combination of the
bracket BB, provided with serrations v at its
outer end, the body A, pivoted to the bracket
B by the bolt g, carrying the nut 2, said body

Deing provided with the cross-head b ab its

outer cnd and with serrations v ab its 1nner
end, the jaws D, centrally pivoted to the eross-
head b, and provided with springs », adapted
to close said jaws, the spring %, disposed on
the bolt ¢, the clamp C, secured to the bracket

B, the bolt m, and nut f, all being constructed 35

and arranged to operate substantially as de-
scribed. | ’

CHARLES WESCOTT GILMAN.

Witnesses:
C.T. S, DA,
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