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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, FRANK B. DUTFFEY, a
citizen of the United Qtates residing at Mound
Valley, in the county of La,_bette and State of
IKansas, have invented a new and useful Im-
provementin A pparatus for Moving Houses, of

- which the following is a specification.
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My invention relates to an improvement 1in
apparatus for moving houses out of the reach
of fire; and it consists in the peculiar con-
struction and combination of devices, that
will be more fully set forth hereinafter, and
particularly pointed out in the claims.

The object of my invention 18 to provide an
apparatus whereby a house may be moved
from the vicinity of another which 1s on fire,
and thereby prevent the conflagration from
spreading, and this object I accomplish by the
nmeans 1llustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, 1n which—

Flﬂl‘lle 1 is anelevation of a house mounted
on an apparatus embodying my improvement.
I'ig. 2 is a transverse sectional view taken on
the line y y of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 18 a detail plan
view.” |

A represents a pair of sleepers, which are
arranged parallel on the ground or on a suit-
able Iouudatmn and are pmwded on their
upper sides with tracks B. The inner sides of
the tracks are beveled, as shown.

C represents a series of skids, which are ar-
ranged on the tracks at suitable regular dis-
tances apart; have their central raised por-
tions bhorizontal, as at D, and have their end
portions inclined downwardin opposite direc-
tions, as at K. The said skids are provided
on their u pper sides with raised flanges, which
commnnicate with and align with the tracks
B. The said skids are not secured to the
sleepers, but are merely placed on the upper
sides of the track-rail thereof.

F' representsadwelling-houseor other build-

| ing the sills of which are provided with a se-

ries of depending standards or brackets, (x, 1n

which are journaled flanged wheels or rollers

H, and the said wheels or rollers normally
rest upon the horizontal raised central por-
tions of the skids, and thereby keep the said

skids firmly in place on the tracks by reason

of the superincumbent weight of the building.
The sleepers A are but shghtly longer than

the house and project beyond one end of the
house in the direetion in which the jatteris to

be moved in the event of a fire in the adjacent
I represents a pair of track-rails of gg

house.
suitable iength, which are similar to the ratls
B, but are stronger than the latter, so as to be

able to bear the weight of the building, and

the said track-rails I are adapted to be placed
on beds or supports K, which are arranged
therefor. The meeting ends of the track-rails
I and of the sleepers are beveled, as shown in
Fig. 1, so as to effect lap-joints, and in the
said meeting ends of the track-rails and sleep-

ers are made transverse openings L, in which &

may be inserted keys M to lock the said meet-

| ingends ofthetrack-rallsand sleeperstogether.

Ordinarily the said track-rails 1 are not in
position, but are stored In some convenient
accessible place, where they may be protected
from the weather.

To the inner side of each sleeper are secured
a series of springs, M, which correspond in
number with the skids and are arranged along
the sides of the latter, and each skid 1s pro-
vided on its inner Slde with a projecting pin
or arm, N, on which bears the {ree end of the
adj&eent Spring. The said springs exert a
constant downward pressure on the said skids.

The operation of my invention is as follows:
In the event of a fire in an adjoining or adja-

t cent house,which islikely to spread, the track-

rails I are placed on the beds K and coupled
to the sleepers, as before described, and the
house is started in the direction of the said
track-rails. As the rollers or wheels which
support the house run down the inclined sides
of the skids simultaneously, the house is con-
stantly maintained in a horizontal position, so
as not to subject the same to dangerous and
destructive jars, which might dislocate the
frame-work, crack the plaster, and ruin the
chimneys, and at the same time the inclined
sides of the skids impart sufficient momentam
to the building to cause it to rell onto the
tracks I and along the same. As soon as the
rollers leave the skids, the springs which bear
downward on the htelaﬂly projecting pins N

thereof throw the said skidsinward and over-

turn them from the sleepers and out of align-

ment with the tracks B, and thereby remove
| them out of the way of the rollers,
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In order to start the house, in the event that |
the same may be too heavy to be readily
pushed by a number of men, I provide a post |
or other suitable support, «, at a distance from
the house and directly in line therewith, to |
which post may be attached a Dbloclt and
tackle or a sunitable wineh.

It will be understood, of course, that the
house will be provided, on the side which is
presented in the direction that the house is to
move, with a chain, eyebolt, or other suitable
keeper, to which the tackle for moving the
house may be altached. By thus moving the
liouse out of the way of a conflagration, which
might otherwise involve a whole bloek of
bulldings or a whole town, the burning build-
ngs may be isolated, so as to prevent the fire
from spreading.

A house which is on fire may be thus moved,
also, as will be understood, and a suitable
number of the track-rails T may be provided
to be laid down one after another to enable
the building to be moved.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim—

1. The combination of the sleepers having
the tracks B, the skids having the inelined
sides supported on the said sleepers and in
line with the tracks, and the buailding having
the supporting wheels or rollers monnted on
the skids, substantially as deseribed.

2. The combination of the supporting-tracks
3, the skids mounted thereon and having the
laterally-projecting arms N, the building hav-
ing the supporting wheels or rollers resting on
the said skids, and the springs bearing upon
the arms N of the skids and thereby adapted
to throw the same from the track out of the way

- of the rear wheels or rollers when said wheels

or rollers have descended the skids to the
tracks, substantially as described.

5. 'I'hie combination of the sleepers having
the tracks B, the track-rails I, said track-rails
and said sleepers having their mecting ends
beveled or inclined and thereby adapted to
clfect lap-joints, said meeting ends being fur-
ther provided with the transverse openings
L, the keys M,to engage the said openings and
coupic the track-rails T to the sleepers, the

skids arranged on the sleepers in line with

track B and having the inelined sides, and
the building having the supporting rollers or
wlheels resting on the skids, substantially as
described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as my
owil Lhave hereto aflixed my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

FRANK B. DUFIFREY.
YWibtnesses:

W. AW, Malswey,
K., G. S1GURRs.
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