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To all whomy it may concerm:

Be 1t known that we, THOMAS GRIFFIN and
WILLIAM MITCHELL, of Noblesville, in the
county of Hamilton and State of Indiana, have
invented a new and Improved Wire Fence, of
which the following is a full, clear, aud exact
description.

Ourinvention relates to an improvement in
wire fences, more particularly to the manner
of bracing and sustaining the posts, and has
for its object to provide a simple and effective
means whereby the posts of a fence will be re-
tained in a solid perpendicular position, and
wherein the said posts may be laterally ad-
justed to accommodate the expansion. and
contraction of the wires.

The invention consists in the construction
and combination of the several parts, as will

- be hereinafter fully set forth, and pointed out
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in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in-which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 1s a {ront elevation of a section of
a fence. Iig. 2 1s a detail view showing in
perspective and side elevations the two rack-
plates. Fig. 3 1s a vertical section through
the locking device attached to the braeces and
posts, and Fig. 4 1s a detail view of the wire-
clamping b&IS

In carrying out the invention the several
posts 10, being suitably spaced, are prefera-
bly secured in the ground by packing the
earth around the base, and also by means of
an anchor, 11, consisting of a rod, 12, pro-

- jected through the posts and secured by a nut,
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13, which rod is carried downward at an angle
from the post and bent in loop shape to retain
a stone or other convenient weight, 14. Upon
the opposing faces of the end posts a rack, 15,
is attached, which rack i1s provided with a
central longitudinal aperture, 16, and the post
at the rear of the rack and in alignment with
the rack-aperture 16 is provided with an
aligning-recess, 17, as clearly shown in Fig. 3.

To each end post a brace, 18, 18 provided,
having beveled ends, to one of which ends a
rack-plate, 19, is secured in any approved
manner, adapted to engage the post-rack 15,
and to that end the brace-rack 19 1s provided
with a post or lug, 20, extending horizontally

and centrally therefrom, which post is adapted
to enter the rack-aperture 16 and also the
post-recess 17, as shown in Fig. 3. The teeth
of the post-rack 15 have a downward 1nciina-
tion, and the teeth of the brace-rack 19 an up-

ward inclination, in order that the same may.

interlock when brounght together, as best

shown in Fig. 1.

The lower end of the braces 18 are made to
rest upon astone, iron, or other suitable block,
21, and the said braces are held in connection
with the posts by means of alever, 22, pivoted
to the latter centrally by means of a staple or
eye, 23. The ends of the lever 22 are aper-
tured. In one end a link, 24, is pivoted, the
other end of which link 1s seeured to the re-

' spective brace 18 ncar the upper surface of

the block 21. In the upper apertured end of
the lever 22 a rod, 25, issecured, which rod 1s
projected bhlouﬂ’h the braces 18 threaded at
the projecting end and mowded with a nuaf,

20, as clearly ShOWI] in Fig. 1. 'When the wire
has been duly stretched from post to postand
the various posts properly anchored in the
ground, the racked surfaces of the post-braces

are brought together, the link 24 of the lever

29 18 attached to the brace and the rod 25 1s
passed through the same smd secured by means
of the aforesaid nut. Should the wire now
contract and it be desired to relieve the strain

upon the said wire, the nut 26 may be loosened,

which will permit the post to incline Shghtl‘;;r
inward and relieve the strain. If, on the con-
trary, the wire is slackened, by carrying the
put downward, and consequently drawing the

rod 25 upward the brace 18 is made to bear

steadily against the several posts 10 and carry
the same outward, thereby exerting a proper
tension upon each and. every wire.

In order that the wires may be properly
spaced and held spaced, the several longitadi-

‘nal strands 27 are tied together by a series of

spaced vertical clamps, 25, the same consist-
ing of metal bars of proper lenﬂ*th pivoted one

~upon the other at their lower ends which rods

are provided with slots in one edcre of a dis-
tance apart equal to the space between the
strands 27, and so arranged that when one bar

is folded upon the other the slots in each will

register. 1Inapplying the clamps the barsare

opened in opposite directions and carried up-
| ward, one upon each side of the strands, the
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hinge being ab the bottom. The strands are |
then made to enter theseveral recesses,and the |
bars are folded one upon the other and secured
In such position by a lacing of wire or equiva-
lent material.

While we have described the braces 18 as
used only in connection with the end post, it
will be understood that the said braces m ay be
used in eonnection with any intermediate post
desired; but at all times these braces are cm-
ployed in conuection with the end posts.

Having thus deseribed our invention, we
cialm as new and desire to secare by Letters

1. The combination, with a fence-post hav-
ing a rack, of an inclined brace having a rack
atits upper end engaging the rack on the post, |
substantially as set forth.

2. Thecombination,with the fence-post hav
ing arack, of an inclined brace provided witls
a rack at its upper end, engaging the rack on
the post, and adjustable connections between
the post and brace below their racks, substan-
tially as set forth., -

3. The combination, with a fence-post pro-
vided with a recess in one face and a centrally-

|

slotted rack-plate secured to the post adjacent
to said recess, of an inclined brace provided g
with an engaging rack-plate, a lug integral [
with the brace-rack, adapted to enter the slot
of the post-rack and the reeess in said post, |
and atake-up device attached to said postand l
brace, as and for the purpose specified.

4. T'he combination, with a feuce-post and
a rack-plate, of a brace, a rack-plate attached

|

to one end ef said brace, adapted to engage the |

post-rack, a lever fulcrumed eentrally upon
the post, a link connecting the lower end of
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said lever to the lower end of said brace, and
a threaded bar attached to the upper end of jo
the lever and passing through the brace, and
means for adjusting the said bar, substantially -
as and for the purpose specified.

5. The combination, with a fence-post pro-
vided with a recess in one face, and a rack-
plate secured over said recess, provided with

an aligning-slot, of a braece, a rack-plate at-

tached to one end of said brace, adapted to en-
gage the post-rack, a lug integral with the
brace-rack, a lever fulerumed centrally upon go
the post, a link connecting the lower end of
said lever to the lower end of said brace, and

a threaded bar attached to the npper end of
the lever and passing through the hrace, and

a means for adjusting the said bar, substan- 55
tlally as and for the purpose specified.

6. ‘I'he combination, with a post and a rack-
plate provided with a central longitudinal slot,
secured to said post, of a brace, a rack-plate
secured to one end of said brace, adapted to
engage the rack-plate, a lug integral with the
brace-rack plate, adapted to enter the slot in
the post-rack, and means, substantially as de-
seribed, for adjusting the brace in relation to
the post, as and for the purpose specified.

7. Ina fence, a post and brace-rack consist-
1ng in the rack 15, having a longitudinal slot,
16, and the opposing rack 19, having a pro-
jection, 20, on 1its toothed face entering said
slot, substantially as set forth. |
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