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1o all whom it may concerm:

Be 1t known that I, JosepH H. McDONALD,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at New
York, in the county of New York and State
of New York, have invented certain new and

- useful Improvements in Mail-Boxes; and I do
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bereby declare the following to be a full clear,
and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertalns to make and use the same.

This invention relates to mail-boxes.

In mail-boxes now in common use the aper-
ture for the deposit of mail matter is neces-
sarily made very small in order to prevent
abstraction of the matter within the box by
other than the authorized collector, which
consequently restricts the use of the box to
the accommodation of letters and small pack-
ages, while at the same time the construction
ot Lhe box affords the mail but small protec-

| tlon from the weather.
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The object of the present invention is to
provide a receptacle for letters and packages
of various sizes, one in which matter in the
interior cannot be abstracted through the
drop-opening, in which the contents will be

fully protected from the weather, and one
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which will afford a simple, cheap, safe, and
commoddious mail-box.

The 1nvention consists in a mail-box the
opening to which is guarded by an exterior
and an interior cover at opposite ends of the
drop-opening, so arranged that movement of
the outer cover will 1111med1ate]y operate the
inner one, whereby the inner compartment is
always kept closed.

Furthermore, the Invention consists in a
mail-box having a main compartment for the
reception of mail matter, and a second com-
partment or drop-opening into which the mail
is first deposited and through which it passes

to the main compartment, “the second com-

partment being provided with a cover at ils

upper end and a pivoted plate at its lower

end, and with a sliding plate by which the
pivoted plate may be caused to act as a tem-
porary bottom to thesecond compartment and
close the opening to the main compartment
while the cover is raised.

Farthermore, the invention consists, in &
mail-box, in the combination, with a main re-
ceptacle, of a smaller compartment provided
with a pivoted cover at its upper end and a
pivoted plate at its lower end, a sliding plate

| having a lag or lugs atits upper end provided

end of the smaller compartment, and a reverse
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with slots, being engaged by a pin in said
cover, and its lower end engaging the pivoted
plate, whereby upward movement of the cover
will cause the pivoted plate to close the lower

movement of the cover will release said piv-
oted plate and permit it to fall to 1ts normal
position for the purpose of depositing its con-
tents 1nto the lower compartment.

Furthermore, the invention consists in the
combination, with the main receptacle of a
mail-box, of a second compartment provided
with a pivoted cover, said cover having a lug
extending from 1it, carrying a pin, a vertical-
ly-sliding plate having slotted lugs extend- 70
ing from it, the slots of these lugs being en-
caged by the pin carried by the cover, and a
pivoted plate hung near the lower end of the
compartment, said plate being provided with
a flange, against which the Slldll]ﬂ plate bears, 75
whereby movement of the cover to open the
compartment above will cause said compart-
ment to be closed below ab its opposite end.

Inthe accompanying drawings, forming part -
of the specification, in whieh ]ihe letters of 8o
reference indicate corresponding parts, Iig-
ure 1 represents a side elevation of a mail- box
constructed in accordance with my invention,
the upper porfion being in section to show the
arrangement of the covers of thedrop-opening,
the position of the covers when raised for the
purpose of depositing a letter or package be-
ing indicated by dotted lines. I'ig. 2 repre-
sents a front elevation of the same. Fig. 3
represents a perspective view of a portion of go
the outer cover of the box. Ifig. 4 represents
a perspective view of the plate at the lower or
inner end of the drop-opening, and Fig. 5 rep-
resents a perspective view of the slldm p]abe
which operates the lower cover.

In the drawings A, indicates the main por-
tion of the box, 1ts shape and structure being
preferably 1‘ectangulm‘ and forming the main
receptacle or compartment for the deposit of
mail matter. At the lower end of one side of 100
the box is provided a door, «, hinged to lugs
extending from the bottom of the box. This
door is provided with are-shaped sides ¢/, ex-
tending inward and bearing closely against
the sides of the box, the hinge forming the
center from which the arc i1s struck. The
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curved edge of each side has formed upon it a
projection, «’, which, when the door has been
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swung down upon its hinges, catches against
the side of the box just above the door-open-
ing and holdsthe door in a horizontal position
while the collector 1s removing the contents.
Just above the door is formed an overhanging
eave or flange, &’, for the purpose of preventing
entrance of rain orsnow. This dooris further
provided with a lock, the purpose of which 1s

- obvious.
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At the top of the box is provided the drop-
opening B, extending the entire width of the
box and communimting with 1ts interior,
which opening is covered by a rectangular
casing, o, forming a passage-way for the intro-
duetion of matter to be deposited in the main
compartment, the top of the casing having
pivoted upon it a lid or cover, V', the outer
side of which has a curved depending flange,
b*, which, when the drop-opening is closed, fits
snugly upon a carved portion, 0’ of the cas-
ing b.
or short arm, 6%, extending rearward from it
and carrving a pin, 0°, which extends laterally
from each side of the ar m, for a purpose here-
inafter set forth. At the lower end of the
passage forming the drop-opening is pivoted
a cover, 0°, consisting of a flat plate, 07, having
a short flange, 0° formed upon 1t at its pivotal
part or axis about midway between its ends,
and extending thence at right angles to the
plane of the plate . When the upper lid is
closed, the lower cover or plate by its own
welght hangs vertically from its pivot.

Just above the flange §° and moving verti-
cally In a small casing, 0’ is a plate, ?)”’ hav-
ing extending from its upper end two luu's or
projections, Z)“ having slots 0", engag ed by
the projecting ends of the pin . The casing
in which the plate b movesis formed with the
casing 4, and 1is so constructed that it serves
as a guide~bed for the plate 6. Al piece, bV,
serves as a guide or stay biock. All the mov-
1ng parts except the outer cover, b, of the drop-
opening are thus placed upon the interior of
the box, securely housed and protected from
injury,while they occupy but a small amount
of space.

When the cover &' 1s raised for the purpose
of . depositing a letter or package, the arm 0*

upon 1ts rear edge will be depressed, the cover:

thus acting as a lever, and the pin §°, moving
in the slots 0", will cause the plate D' to de-
scend, 1ts vertical movement being insured by
means of the block 0%, secured within the cas-

55 ing and bearing against the face of the plate,
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holding it against the rear wall of the casing.
In its downward movement the end of the
plate bears against the flange 2% forcing it
downward and causing the plate b to rise
until it covers the bottom of the drop-opening
b, the plate thus forming a temporary bottom
to the compartment d while the cover is raised.
As soon as the cover is allowed to fall into
position over the opening, the plate b" imme-
diately drops to its normal position and the
contents of the smaller compartment, b, is de-
posited within the main compartment. The

The cover 1salso provided with a lug |

| movement of the cover b’ and plate " being

simultaneous, the main compartment is at all
times closed, or sufficiently closed to prevent
the removal of its contents, this being further
insared by the flange b* upon the door,which
rises above the top of the casing only when
the plate " has moved sufficiently far partially
to close the lower end of the upper compart-
ment. Thisflange uponthe front door,together
with side ﬂanges, effectually prevents the en-
trance of rain or snow and affords ample pro-
tection to the interior of the box.

It is obvious that a mail-box of such con-
struction is simple and economical, compris-
ing but few parts, and will atford ample pro-
tectlon to mail matter {rom the weather and
from thett.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I (lalm as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—

1. In a mail box, the combination, with a
maln compartment, Of a second compartment,
in which the matter 1s first deposited and
through which it passes to the main compart-
ment,said second compartment being provided
with a cover at its upper end and a movable
plate ator near its lower end actuated by move-
ment of the cover, whereby said plate may be
caused to act as a temporary bottom to said
second compartment and close the opening to
the main compartment, substantially as shown
and described.

2. In a mail-box, the combination, with a
main receptacle, of asecond compartment, said
second compartment being provided with a
pivoted cover at its upper end and a pivoted

“plate at its lower end, a sliding plate having

a lng or lugs at its upper end provided with
slots, being engaged by a pin in said cover and
its lower end engaging the pivoted plate,
whereby upward movement of the cover will
caunse the pivoted plate to close the lower end
of the smaller compartment, and reverse move-
ment of the cover will release said pivoted
plate and permit 1t to fall to its normal posi-
tion, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth

3. In a mail box, the combination, with a
main receptacle, of a second compftrtment pro- .
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vided with a pivoted cover, said cover having -

a lug extending from 1t carrying a pin, a ver-
tically-sliding plate having slotted lugs ex-
tending {rom it, the slots being engaged by the
pin carried by the cover, and a pivoted plate

near the lower end of the smaller compart-

ment, sald plate being provided with a flange

against which the sliding plate bears, whereby

movement of the cover to open the compart-
ment will cause said compartment to be closed

at its opposite end, substantially as shown and

described.
in testimony whereof I affix my sig natule in
presence of two witnesses.
 JOSEPH H. McDONALD.
Witnesses: _
ISTDOR GRAYHEAD,
JOs. W. LEONARD.
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