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o all whom it Q7 COTLCETTL:

Beitknownthat I, CHARLES F. LITTLEJOHN,
a citizen of the United States ,residingat Br 1dge
port, in the county of Fairfield and State of
5 Connecticut, have invented certain new and
usefual Impmvements 1n Presser-Feet for Flat-
tening and Covering Seams; and I do hereby
declare the followmg to be a tull, clear, and
exact deseription of the invention, such as will
ro enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
| pertains tomake and use the same.

My invention has for its object to plomde a
presser-foot which shall be especially adapted
to open out evenly and to flatten down the

15 edges of two pieces of cloth outside of the
Joining-seam, and also to serve as a guide for
applymg 3] eovermﬂ strip or tape. Wlth these
ends in view I have devised the novel con-
straction of which the following description,

2¢ 1n connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, is a specification, numbers being used to
denote the several parts.

Figure 1 isa perspective Jllustmtmg the op-
eratton of my improved presser-foot in use;

25 Fig. 2, a side elevation asseen from theuo'ht
]*1;; 3, @ bottom plan view; and Fig. 4 a per-
spective showing the plessel foob provided
with holes for twm needles, and also showing
one end of the tape-slot as extending out to

3o the edge and the tape held in place by a guide
under whleh the tape is passed when being
inserted in the foot.

1 denotes the body of the presser- foot 2, the
shank; 3, needle - holes, and 4 a tape - slot in

35 front of the needle hole or holes. It should be

understood that the details of construetion of !

the body of the foot or the shank and also
the mode of attaching to the presser-foot bar
(not shown) are not e%entml features of my
40 1nvention, It will furthermore beunderstood
by those familiar with the art that these details
of construction vary greatly in the several
classes of sewing-machines now in the market.
My invention, however, is equally adapted to
45 all classes of machines.

In I'igs. 1 and 3 I have shown but a single
needle- hole and have shown the tape-slot as
closed at beth ends, so that the tape has to be
passed through in preparing the machine for

| use.

i from the top.
the presser- -foot is a convex curve, extending

In FKig. 4 T have shown the presser-foot o
as provided with two needle-holes, and have
also shown the tapeslot as open at one end
and provided with a guide, 5, placed trans-
versely to the siot ‘"ll'ld hwh enounh above 1t
so that a tape can be pa:ased undel it in being 35
inserted, instead of being passed through the
slot, as in the other form. 'These detai]s of
construction, however, may be left entirely to
the_]lldﬂ’me[lt of the manufacturer and will be
determined by the requirements of the trade. 60

The special features of my improved con-
struction are clearly shown in Ifigs. 2 and 3.
The front of my novel presser-foot bears con-
siderable resemblance to the stern of a vessel
with the rudder detached.

It will be noticed (see dotted linesin Fig. 2)
that the tape-slot curves backward slightly
The front line ab each side of

25

from just in front of the bottomo[‘ the t'lpe 70
slot, as at 6, to the upper forward edge of the
presser-foot, asat 7. Midway between thesides

of the presser-footat the front is the separator,
denoted by 8. The ountlines of the separator, as
seen in side elevation, are substantially aright 75
angle, slightly rounded in practice ab the an-
gle. The front of the separator is a vertical
lineextending from the top of the presser-foot

to the bottom thereof, the lower point or an-

gle of the separator being denoted by 9. The 5o

bottom line of the separator is the bottom of
the entire presser-foot, which 1s denoted by 10,
the entire bottom being made flat so as to press
down the edges of cloth after they have been
opened ouf. Asviewed in reversed plan, the
forward end of the presser-foot 1s in shape a
triangle with concave sides, the apex being to-
ward the front, these coneave curves beginning
at point 6 on the opposite sides of the bottom
of the presser-foot and ending intheiront line
of the separator.

It will of course be understood that the ex-
act lines of these curves are not of the essence
of my invention, and may be considerably va-
ried without depfutmﬂ' from the prmc]ple
thereof.

My inventfion may be clearly defined by say-
ing that in the vertical plane the lines from
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point 9 to points 7 are concave curves, andin {laid in place and one or both sides stitched

the horizontal plane the lines from point 9 to
point 6 are also concave curves, the lines from
polnt 6 to point 7 at the sides being convex

curves. My novel presser-footb is adapted for
covering the seams of corsets and all classes of
clothing. The operation isclearly illustrated
in Fig. 1. Two pieces of fabriec stitched to-
gether are placed with the short edges up-
ward, the separator being placed between the
edges. As the fabric is fed forward, the front
edge of the separator of course opens out the
two short edges, and the curves from point 9
and the convex curves at the sides of the
presser-foot act to press said short edges out
flat without folds or wrinkles.

It will be seen that the spreading portion—
that is, the portion back of the separator—
that opens out the short edges so that they will
flatten down evenly are compound curves—
that is, a union of two curves—the. concave
curve in the transverse vertical plane becom-
Ing about midway between point 9 and the
edges a convex curve in the longitudinal ver-
tical plane. After being laid flat by the curves
pounded down by the flat bottom 10 of the
presser-foot,the edgesbeing laid out absolutely
smooth and without wrinkles. 'While the edges

have been opened out the tape bas also been |

just deseribed, theshort edgesare pressed and

down over the flattened short edges.

Having thus described my invention, T
claim— |

1. A sewing-machine presser-foot having a
tape-slot, a flat bottom, convex curves at the
sides in front, a separator about midway be-

' tween the sides extending from the top to the

bottota, the lines in the vertical plane from
the lower end of the separator to the upper
ends of the convex curves and in the hori-
zontal plane from the lower end of the sep-
arator to the lower ends of the convex curves
being all conecave curves.

2. A sewing-machine presser-foot having a
tape-slot and a separator in front extending
from top to bottom, the lines at the sides be-
ing convex curves from points 6 to points 7,
the bottom lines being concave curves from
points 6 to point 9, and the front lines being
concave curves from point 9 to points 7,
whereby the short ends of a seam are sep-
arated, opened out, and flattened down, and a
covering tape laid 1in position to be stitched.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses.

~ CHARLES F. LITTLEJOHN.
Witnesses: . |
A. M. WOOSTER,
BERTHA E. LEE.
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