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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM N. BARR, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Louis-
ville, in the county of Jefferson and State of

¢ Kentucky, haveinvented certain new and use-
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ful Improvements in Box-Fasteners; and 1 do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exaect description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which 1t
apperfains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to that class of box-
fasteners which are intended fto temporarily
secure the lids or covers upon boxes; and the
object of the invention is to provide a simple
and inexpensive lid-fastener, which may be
readily attached to egg-carriers, to fruit:-crates,
and to wooden boxes used for various pur-
poses.

To this end myinvention consists in the con-
struction and combination of parts forming
a box-fastener, as hereinafter described and
claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which—
~ Figure I represents my box-fastener. Fig.
II represents a modification of the same. Fig.
I1I is an end view of a box with my fastener
in service. Tig. IV represents a longitudinal
vertical section of a portion of the same box
and fastener. TI'ig. V is a plan view of a por-
tion of a lid-cleat without thelid top, and Fig.
VIshows a modification of the complete 1n-
vention. |

6 represents the fastener, consisting of a
wire bent in the form of a bail, with outward-
projecting ears 7, as in Fig. I, or with inward-
projecting ears 8, as in Fig. 11.

18 represents a wooden box, and 9 aremov-
able lid therefore.
splitting by a cleat, 10, nailed across each end
of it. In the upper edge of this cleat 18 a
aroove, 11, made deep enough to receive the
ears of the fastener, and vertically across the
outer face of the cleat are two grooves, 12,

“made deep enough to intersect the groove 11
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to receive the side bars of the fastener.

13 represents a cleat secured to each end of
the box in position to come directly under
the lid-cleats 10. Each cleat 13 is grooved
vertically across its face at 14 to register with

zo the grooves 12 in the lid-cleats and to receive

the fastener.

The 1id is stayed against ]

—

The fasteners 6 are made of uniformsize, and
the grooves are cut in the cleats to correspond
therewith, so that in making up the boxes
the ears of the fastener are to be hung 1n
the groove 11 in cleat 10, the cover placed
over it and nailed to the cleat, thus securing
the fasteners so that they canunot be removed
from the lid. :

In service the lid is first to be placed upon
the box, while the fasteners hanging by their
ears are swung outward to pass over the cleat
13. Then the lid is to be slid across the box
until the vertical grooves in the two cleats
register with each other. Then the fastener
is to be pressed down into the cleat 13, with
the cross-bar of the fastener beneath the cleat.
By this means the lid is fastened against re-
moval from the box and against sliding
across 1t.

It is not material to thisinvention that either
of the cleats should extend entirely across the
box. The length of the cleats is a matter of
judgment; but in an extreme case they should

' be at least as long as theinterior width of the

fasteners, as shown in Fig. VI, in order that
they may hold the lid against slipplng C€ross-
wise on the box. In that case the modifica-
tion of the fastener shown in I'ig. 11 18 neces-
sary to adapt it to be held by the short cleat
10. 1 do notsuppose this bail-shaped fastener
to be new of itself, nor that the general prin-
ciple of its operation 1S neyw.

It being common to make all parts ol boxes
at factories and secure them in bundles to be
compactly shipped for the receiver to nail to-
gether, my cleats grooved in theirupper edges
and cover-tops adapted to be nailed thereon
and grooves in the outer faces of the cleats to
meet the edge-grooves would become an arti-
cle of manufacture and show the characteris-
tics of this invention, because they would com-
bine to form a box-cover adapted to receive
my bail-fasteners deseribed, or other wire fast-
eners having similar ears to hangin the edge-
oroove and provided with common hooks to
hook beneath the box-cleaf.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what I
desire to secure by Letters Patent is the fol-
lowing:

1. The combination of abox-l1id having cross-
cleats grooved in their upper edges beneath

55

60

70

75

S0

100




I0

the lid-top and grooved vertically across their
outer faces, a box having cleats grooved ver-
tically across their outer faces to register with

the corresponding grooves in the said lid-

cleats, and bail-shaped fasteners adapted to fit

the said vertical grooves, and hung in the
groovesin the edge of thelid-cleats and secured
therein by the Jid being fastened upon the lid-
cleats, snbstantially as shown and described.

2. In a box-fastener, the cleats grooved in

- their upper edges and in their outer faces
adapted to receive bail-shaped wire fasteners,

386,912

and a lid-top adapted to be secured upon the
upper edges of the said cleats and to cover the
grooves therein, substantially as shown and 1t
described, whereby wire bails may be secured
in the said grooves. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM N. BARR.

Witnesses:
P. J. DowLING,
E.J. MANN.
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