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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, WILLIAM DIEBEL, of
the city and county of Philadelphia, and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented an Improve-
ment in Advertising Noveltics, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention has reference to novelties es-
peclallyadapted toadvertising, and in this case
particalarly known as the ‘“surprise-shield:’
and it consists in certain improvements, all of
which are fully set forth in the follo wing speci-
fication and shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, which form part thereof.

The objeet of my invention isto form a shield
with a hinged or movable face which, when
dropped down or away from the base or back
of the shield,will expose the interior surfaces,
upon which may be stamped, printed, or oth-
erwise affixed a slang expression, such as
“Chestnuts,”” ““‘Rats,”” “Talkedto death,”’ &c.,
and upon the other surface a suitable adver-
tisement may be placed. It will be thus seen
that while the shield can be used to express
the slang feelings of the individual to create
merriment, the device can also be made to sub-
serve a useful purpose by way of an advertise-
ment. The hinged parts of the shield are
forced apart by a spring of simple construc-
tion, and when closed the movable part is re-
tained in such position by a snap or eatch,
which may be operated by a cord extending
to a distant part of the wearer. The shield is
adapted to be attached to the wearer by a
safety pin or hook of any suitable construction.

The minute details of construction here
shown are not to be taken as limitations of my
invention, as they may be modified in many
ways without departing from the spirit of the
invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a surprise-shield embodying my in-
vention, looking from the back. Fig. 2isa
side elevation of same, and Fig. 3 is a front
view of the shield open.

A 18the back portion,which is provided with
asafety-pin, B, or other contrivance, as a hook,
for attaching it to the wearer.

B 18 the front or movable part, which is pref-
erably connected to the back A at Cbya hinge-

5o Joint, and is thrown open by a spring, D, pref:

erably stamped up ffom the back A.

I' isa snap hook or eatch, which, ag shown, is
of abent wire, G, united to the back and guided
by the bent strip H of same. A cord, I, may
be connected to the bend ¢ of this wire G and 55
extend to any part of the wearer, so as to be
operated while unobserved. The face of the
back A is provided with some slang expres-
sion, as set forth, which may be affixed to or
formed on it in any manner desired, and the 6o
inner face of the shield part B may be made
to hold or form an advertisement for a busi-
ness operation. It is evident that the matter
on these faces may be transposed or either of
them leflt off, thongh the device ismore advan- 65
tageous when used for both purposes. The
main 1dea is to expose to view at the proper
time a seriking expression, which will attract
attention, and when so attraected the attention
must Involuntarily perceive the advertisement
also; and any other means may be used to
cause the {ront or movable part to fall to ex-
pose the words or characters on the back part
or shield without departing from my inven-
tion. Thus the front or-movable part may be
pivoted at the bottom to the shield and al-
lowed to fall to the right or left about this piv-
otal point, or it may be allowed to slip down
from before the shield.

Having now described my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a surprise-shield, a base plate and a
movable plate or cover loosely connected there-
to, in which the covered face or faces of the 8¢
sald plates are formed with words or charac-
bers which 1t 1s desired to suddenly expose to
the eye by causing the said movable plate,
when the shield is open, to lie in a plane par-
allel to that of the base-plate, in combination
with a lock or catch for holding the two parts
one 1n front of the other.

2. In a surprise-shield, a base-plate and a
movable plate orcover loosely connected there-
to, and in which the covered face or faces of gs
the said plates are formed with words or char-
acters which 1t 1s desired to suddenly expose
to the eye, In combination with a lock or eatch
for holding the two parts one in front of the
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other, and & string connecting with said lock roc

or catch, whereby it may be operated from a
distance.
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3. In a surprise-shield, a base-plate and a | areexposed to view by causing said front plate 20 -
movable plate or cover loosely connected there- | to move to a plane parallel to that of the back
to, in which the covered face or faces of the  plate. o | -
said plates are formed with words or charac- 5. The combination of the back plate, A,
5 ters which it is desired to suddenly expose to | having means for attachment to the wearer
the eye, in combination with a lock or catch | located on 1t8 back, a front plate, B, _hmged 25
for holding the two parts one in front of the | thereto at the bottom, a catch to hold said front =~
other, a string connecting with said lock or | plate up against the back plate, and striking
~ cateh, whereby it may be operated from a dis- | words or characters upon the faces of one or |
ro tance, and a spring to forcibly separate said | both of said plates, aspring to fo;'ce sa,}d plates _
plates when the string is pulled. | - | apart, and astring counecting with said catch, 3o
4, The combination of the back plate, A, | whereby it may be operated from a distance.
having means for attachment to the wearer, a.| - In testimony of which invention I hereunto
front plate, B, hinged thereto at the bottom, | set my hand. | |
15 a catch to hold said front plate up against the |
back plate, and striking words or characters -
upon the faces of one or both of said plates, | Witnesses:
~which words or characters on the back plate R. M. HUNTER,

are normally concealed by said front plate,but | RicHD. S. CHILD, Jr.

WILLIAM DIEBEL.
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