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Z0 all whom it may concermn: |
Be 1t known that I, GEORGE TENNEY, of
Lincoln, in the county of Lincoln and State of
ILansas, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Tighteners for Wire Fences;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-

art to which it pertains to make and use it,
reference being had to theaccompanying draw-
1ngs, which form part of this speecification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
tighteners for wire fences; and it consists in,
tirst,the combination of a wire-tightener which
15 to be passed through a hole in the fence-
post and which has an open-endedslotthrough
that part which extends through the post, a
locking-plate having apertures to receive the
forked eund of the shaft, and a locking or fast-
ening device upon the fence-post; second, the
combination of a wire-tightener composed of
a rod or ghaft which extends through a perfo-
rated post,and whichis provided with an open-
ended slot through that end which passes
through the post, and with a beveled flange
upon 1its head, and a locking-plate which isap-
plied to the post to prevent the shaft from
turning backward; third, the combination of
a perforated fence-post with a wire stretching |
device composed of a rod or shaft having an
open-ended slot through that part which ex-
tends through the post, a locking-plate pro-
vided with openings to receive the ends of the
prongs of the tightening device, and a strap
which catches between the prongs, and a lock-
ing device on the post to prevent the plate from
revolving backward, as will be more fully de-
seribed hereinafter.

The objects of my invention are to provide
a tightener which is to be left in the post, and
which by giving 1t a few turns can be made to
tighten the wire extending beyond each of its
sides, and then can be locked into position by
means of a locking-plate connected thereto,
and to provide atightener with a flange which
will move the barbs back out of contact with
the side of the post, and thus prevent them
from interfering with the tightening.

Figure 1 18 a vertical section of one of the
tighteners in position in a post. Tig. 2 is an

end view of the same, showing the locking-

plate in position. Fig, 3
the tightener alone.

A represents the fence-post, through which
18 to be bored a suitable hole to receive each
one of the tighteners B. 'This tightener con-
sists of a rod or shaft of sufficient length to
have each of its ends project beyond the side
of the post, and which is provided with a lon-
gitudinal open-endedslot, C. This open-ended
slot C 18 made to straddle over the wire of the

18 a perspective of

. fence which 1s to be tightened, and the slot ex-

tends far enough toward the end to whieh the
wrench or lever is to be applied to pass be-
yond the outer side of the post. Before this
tightener 18 placed in the hole in the post
made to receive it the wire i1s caught in the
open-ended slot, and thistightener then serves
to secure the wire 1n position upon the post
without the help of any other device for this
puarpose.

Where barbed wires are being tightened in
direct contact with the sides of the posts, the
barbs catch against the edges and sides of the
post, and thus interfere very materially with
the process of tightening the wires. In order
to move these barbs antomatically out of con-
tact with the sides of the post, I form upon

- each tightener a flange, D, which is vertical

upon the side where 1t bears against the post,
but 1s beveled away on its outer side. This
Hange serves as a stop to hold the tightener in
position against the post, and at the same time
serves to force the barbs and wire out of con-
tact with the side of the post as the tightener
is revolved by the wrench or lever.

In revolving the tightener, as the wire and
the barbs strike against the beveled side of the
flange they slip downward toward the ouater
end of the tightener, and this beveled side of
the flange thus acts as a lever to force them
outward from the side of the post, so that the
barbs will not engage therewith. All that the
operator nas to do, therefore, is to place the
tightener 1in position and then revolve it.

In the inner side of each one of the prongs
of the tightener is formed a shoulder, F, which

‘acts as a stop to prevent the locking-plate G

from being readily displaced and to prevent
any endwise movement of the tightener. This
locking-plate has a serrated edge, and has two

| gemicircular openings, I,made through it upon
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each side of the strip J, which serves to catch

between the two prongs of the tightener. The

two openings correspond to the prongs of the

tightener, which pass through the openings,
as shown. The strip J catches behind the

shoulders in the innersides of the prongs, and

thus serves to prevent any endwise movement
of .the tightener. This plate may either be
applied tothe tightener after the wire has been
tightened in position, or it can be placed upon
the tightener before the wire has been tight-
ened, in which case it will revolve freely Wlth
the tlghtener while the wire is being tightened.
A fter the tightening has taken place a nail,

pin, orstop of any kind is driven into the posb-

between two of the serrationsinthe outer edge
of the plate, and the plate and tightener are
thus prevented from being turned bachwmd
by the tension npon the wire. -

“When this tighteneris usedatacorner,w here
the wire will draw but one way, the pﬁsb must;
be stationary; but when used at any point be-
tween the corners the post must not be sta-
tionary, but must yield to the drawing of the
wire toward one of the corners, as the slack
may be greater toward one corner than the
other. The inner end of the slot Cis rounded
outward at each coruer, so as to form an oval
depression, into which the wire passes as the

crank is turned, so that the wire may not be

turned so short as to break 1t.
Having thus described my
claim—
1. The combination of the fence-post having
a hole through it, with the wire-tightener com-

invention, 1

- posed of a md or shaft having an open-ended

~ slot throuﬂh the part whlch extends through

| the post, a lockmg plate having apertmes to

reeelve bhe forked end of theshaft, and a fast-
ening or locking device upon the fence- post,

i substantially as shown. -
| 2. The combination of a fence-post hawng .

Jfo-

a hole through it, with a wire-tightener com-

slot through that end which extends through
upon its head or outer end, and a locking-plate
rod or sha,fb from revo]vmg, Substantlally as

described.
3. The combination of a perfora,ted fenee

posed of a rod or 'shaft baving an open-ended -
45 o :
the post, and provided with a beveled flange

‘post with a wire-stretching device composed

post, a locking-plate provided with openings
0 receive the “ends of the prongs-of the tight-
ening device, and a strip which catches be-
twee*n the prougs, and a locking device on the

ward, substantially as set forth.
4. The combinabtion of the tightening device
‘provided with an open ended slot and having

~with -the .loeking-plate provided with serra-

which extends between the prongs, substan-
tially as specified.

presence of two witnesses.
- GEORGE TENNEY.
Witnesses:
FREELING TUFTS,

T.‘E[OMAS CLARK

post to prevent the plate from revolving back- B .
60 . -
theé shoulders F.in the inner sides of the p’rongs, |

tions in its edge, openings to receive the ends 55
-of the prongs of the. tightener, and a strip

of a rod or shaft having an open-ended slot
thlough that part which extends through the

In testimony whereof I affix my Slﬂ‘n%m ein

which is applied to the posb to prevent the
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