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To all whomy it may concerm:

Be it known that I, CTARLES A. PRESTON,
ol Cambridgeport, county of Middlesex, and
State of Massachusetts, have invented an -
provementin Lacing-Cord Fastenings,of which
the following deseription, in connection with
the accompanying drawings, is a specification,
like letters on the drawings representing like
parts.

1'his invention has for its object to construet
a fastening for the lacing-cord of boots or
shoes.

My improved fastening isapplicable to shoes
having any usunal hooked studs or lace-hooks,

my fastening being employed at the top of the |

upper and being connected thereto, preferably
by an elastic band or strap,as will be described.

The clasp or fastening is herein shown as a

plate having a loop or eye, which is adapted
to engage with one of the lace-hooks.outside of
or upon the lacing-cord in said hook to thereby
bind the cord firmly therein. 'The clasp or
plate also has a hole or passage through it for
the lacing-eord, so that by pulling upon the

cord the clasp may be made to engage the up-

per lacing-hook at the opposite side of the
front opening. -

A single cord may be employed with the
herein described fastening and no knot need be
t1ied. |

Figure 1 shows in front elevation a lacing-
cord fastening embodying this invention; Fig.
2,asimllar view,the fastening being in position
to engage the lacing -hook and bind or hold the
cord firmly.

The upper « of any usual laced boot or shoe
18 provided with the usual lacing-hooks.«’,and
one lacing cord, ¢* said cord being attached to
theshoein usual manner and having onestrand
or end only extended upwardly. |

My improved fastening (herein shown as a
metallic plate, ¢) 1s attached to a band, ¢, or
strap, which 1s in turn attached to the shoe,
sald band or strap preferably being elastic.

The metallic plate ¢ has a loop or eye, ¢, of

sufficient size to receive the lacing-hook «'.

The metallic plate ¢ also has a hole through it, |

as at ¢’, to receive the lacing-cord. The lac-
ing-cord having been passed around the lac-
1ng hooks 1n any usual or suitable manner to
close the front opening of the shoe,and having
been passed around the top lacing-hook, «°, 18
then passed through the hole ¢ of the plate c.
The lacing-cord 1s then by 1ts free end drawn
taut, and the plate ¢ will be drawn forward
sufficiently to pass over the hook «’, thereby
engaging the said hook, and the cord being in
said hook the material of the loop or eye ¢
bears down firmly upon said cordand prevents
it from slipping.

Instead of having the opening ¢’ for the lac-
1ng-cord, and by said cord drawing the plate ¢
over upon the hook «’, the said opening may be
omitted and the plate be drawn toward the hook
a® in any other manner, as by the fingers.

By this form of fastening 1t will be seen that
the shoe may be quickly laced and the lacing-
cord held firmly and the entire operation done
with one hand.

It 18 obvious that the fastening herein de-
scribed may be employed for other purposes—
such, for instance, as corscts and the like.

I clatm—

1. The herein described fastening for lacing-
cords, consisting of the platee, having the loop
oreye ¢’,the elastiestrap to which thesaid plate
18 attached, and a lacing-cord, the said loop or
eye being adapted to engage a lacing-hook, as
described, and to hold thereon the said lacing-
cord passed around it, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. The herein-deseribed fastening forlacing-
cords, 1t consisting of the plate ¢, having the
openiug ¢’ for the lacing cord, and the loop or
cye ¢ for the lacing-hook, around which the
lacing-cord passes, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

CITARLES A. PRESTON.

- Withesses: |
BERNICE J. NOYES,
I'. L. EMERY.
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