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Io alc whom 6 may concertus

Be it known that I, Asron L. BrownN, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Filing-Receptacles; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription thercof, reference
being had to the accompanying (drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thercon,
which form a part of this specification.

This.invention relates to that class of in-
dexed filing cases or receptacles for papers
which ‘are provided with a series of index-
sheets for the purpose of separating the papers
or documents placed within the receptacle
and a rod or post for holding the index-sheets
within the easc.

The object of the invention is to provide an
improved construction in means for detacha-
bly securing said rod to the receptacle; and it
consists in the matters hereinafter described,
and pointed out in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a filing-case provided
with devices constrncted in accordance with
my invention. TFig, 2 is a central transverse
section of the same.- Fig. 3 is an enlarged de-
tail seetion showing the holding-rod and the
parts of the receptacle adjacent thereto, the
Index-sheets in this case being omitted. Fig.
4 1s a detail section through the post, taken
upon line x « of Fig. 3. Fig. b is a per-
spective view of the holding-post and of the
sheet-metal holding device upon the recepta-
cle. Iig. 6 is a detail top plan view of the
device for holding the upper end of the rod.
Fig. 7 isa detail sectional view of the part of
the receptacle adjacent to the top of the rod,
illustrating a modified form thereof.

In the said drawings, A indicates a filing-
case, which, 1n the particular form thereof
herein 1llustrated, consists of two parallel
sides, A’y a bottom, A’ and a back picce, A?,
and 1s provided with a series of index-sheets,
B, forming an expansible index.

U1is a rod or post for holding the index-
sheets within the receptacle, said post being
removably connected with the receptacle, so
that, in connection with the index-leaves and
the papers between them, it may be removed
and transferred to another and permanent
filing-case or otherwise disposed of.

Thereceptacle Ais,ashercinshown, provided
upon the upper margin of the back piece, A’
with an inwardly-projecting ledge, D, the pur-
pose of which 1s to prevent the top index-sheet
from rising above the back of the case when
the latter is full or nearly full of papers.

The index-sheets B may be connected in any
desired manner with the rod C-—ag, for in-
stance, they. may be provided with apertures
near their rear margins for the passage of the
rod, or they may be connected with the said
rod by means of metal eyes or loops engaging
the rod and attached to the middle of the rear
margins of the sheets so as fo project there-
from, as illustrated, for instance, in another
application for patent upon a holding - rod
forming a division of a prior application, Se-
riai No. 112,366, made by me upon the 21st
day of November, 1883; or said sheets may be
provided with projecting pieces or tabs con-
structed to enter the reeess A*and engage the
rod therein, as clearly shown in Fig. 2.

As an improved construction in means for
holding the rod within the receptacle, I con-
struct the devices for holding both the upper
and lower ends of the rod in a single bent
metal piece or plate, (more clearly shown as a
whole in Fig. 5,) which is adapted for attach-
ment to the inner face of the back piece, A’
and 18 formmed at its Jower end in such manner
as to hold in place the lower end of the rod,
and 1s provided at its upper end with a for-
wardly-bent part, ¢/, forming a spring-cateh
adapted to detachably engage the upper end
of the rod. | ~

As shown and preferably construected, the
rod Cis located in a groove, A', formed in the
inner face of the back A’ and the plate ¢ is
secured to the inner surface of the back A®
and is provided with a central vertical open-
ing or slot, C? arranged to coincide with the
groove A, the plate being attached to the re-
ceptacle by nails or screws inserted through
the parts C° (° of the plate at the sides of the
sald slot. Thesaid plate also, at its lower end,

18 provided with parts bent backwardly into
the lower end of the groove A*to support the
lower end of the rod, and at its upper end is
made with a double bend comprising a part,
C°, extending horizontally backward over the
groove A', and an upper forwardly-bent part
forming the spring-catch ¢, the horizontal
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45 right angles to said plate and enters the lower
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they stand parallel with the parts ¢ and
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~ particular construction of the groove A* here-
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‘abutting projections ¢, whereby said projec-
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part C* being provided with a noteh, ¢, open-
ing into or forming a continuation of the slot
C?, for the purpose of receiving the upper end
of the rod when the latter is inserted into the
oroove A* as clearly shown in Figs. 2, 3,
and b. | |
Asherein shown and preferably constructed,
the rod C is made in the same form as the rod
shown in another application for patent, which

forms one division of a prior application,Serial |

No. 112,980, filed by e upon the 27th day of
November, 1883, said rod being made flat and
split or severed longitudinally, so as to form
two bars, ¢® ¢’, which are joined at thelr tops
by means of the cross-piece ¢’ and at their
Jower ends are unconnected and provided with

tions may be separated to permit the tags b of
the index-sheets to be strung upen the bar ¢
of the rod. The said rod, as herein shown,
also, is provided upon its upper end with a
projection, ¢, adapted to engage a notch, ¢,
formed in the metal of the spring-catch ¢’. The
said projection ¢ is desirably beveled or in-
clined at the rear surface of its upper edge, as

clearly shown in Fig. 5, so that when the lower |

end of the rod has been inserted in place the
said projection ¢ may be readily caused to en-
cage the aperture ¢ by thrusting the upper
part of the rod backwardly beneath the catch,
which will be lifted by the action of the in-
clined surface of the projection in an obvious
manner. The said projection upon the rod 1s
shown in the said separate application, and is |
not, therefore in itself herein claimed. |
As far as the other parts of the fastening de-
vice described are concerned, the lower part of
the plate C' may be shaped and bentin any suit-
able manner to afford proper lateral and ver-
tical support to the lower end of the rod. As |
herein shown, however, the lower part of the
said plate is made as follows: o
Upon the lower end of the plate C’ is a pro-
jecting part, ¢’y which 18 bent rearwardly at

end of the groove A% At thelowerend ofthe

slot C?, which terminates a short distance above |

the bottom of the receptacle, are formed two
projecting parts, ¢’ ¢°, which are also bent rear-
wardly at right angles with the plate, so that

slightly above the latter. The projections ¢
¢® are laterally separated, so as to form an
opening or slot, ¢, of the same width as the
thickness of the post C, the said projections ¢’
¢ ¢ together forming vertical and lateral sup-
ports for the lower end of the rod C. In the

in shown the latter is provided with a narrow
inner portion, @, in which the rear partof the
rod C is received, and the projection ¢ is
properly shaped at its end to enter said por-
tion a, as ctearly shown at the lower part of
Fig. b.

The opening or slot ¢’ for the lower end of

2 - ' 386,451

wardly-bent part C* to receive the upper end
of the rod, are preferably made to accurately
fit the latter, so that it is held at both ends
from lateral displacement by contact with the
metal of the plate. It is entirely obvious In
this connection that the slots ¢* and ¢, or parts
corresponding therewith, may be made to sim-
ilarly fit and hold from lateral displacement a
rod of other shape than that shown. |
The back piece, A’of the case will usually be
cut away or notched at the upper end of the
groove A* as indicated at «, Figs. 2, 3, and
6, to permit the entrance of the backwardly-

‘bent part a* of the plate and the rear part of

the catch connected therewith.

One important advantage of making the
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holding devices for both ends of therod in one

piece of metal is that the rods will always fit

the ‘receptacle, notwithstanding any inaccu-

rate fitting of the wooden parts or shrinkage
of the latter. | |

‘As far as the general ad_vlantage“s-' obtained

by the use of the holding devices described are
-conecerned, the rod may obviously be made of

other form than that herein shown, and my
invention, as set forth in the appended broad
claims, upon the holding devices is not, there-
fore, restricted to a rod of the particular form

~shown.

In the form of the device shown in Fig. 7
the cateh ¢ is located below the top edge of
the back wall, A%, of the case and the ledge 1s
extended continuously across the receptacle
over the catch. This construction is ofadvan-
tage, inasmuch as it obviates liability of the
catch being lifted and the rod released in grasp-
ing the ledge in the handling of the receptacle,
and is therefore made the subject of a specific

“¢laim herein. .

It is to- be understood that the appended
claims cover the devices therein set forth

“when said devicesare in form to obtain either,

any, or all of the purposes, objects, advan-
tages,or functions obtained by or belonging to
them in the particular form thereof herein
illustrated.

I claim as my invention-—

1. The combination, with a filing-receptacle,
a series of index-sheets, and a rod or post en-

gaged with the index-sheets, of means for se-

curing the rod in the receptacle, consisting of
a single metal plate forming both a bearing or

.
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support for the lower end of the rod and a

spring-catch to engage the upper end of the
said rod, substantially as described.
9. The combination, with a filing-receptacle,

g series of index-sheets, and a rod or post en-

saged with the index sheets, of means of se-
curing the rod in the receptacle, consisting of
‘a metal plate provided at its lower end with

projecting parts ¢ ¢® ¢®, constructed to form a

support for the lower end of the rod, and hav-

| ing its upper end bent to form aspring-catch,

¢/, substantially as described.
3. The combination, with a filing-receptacle,

the rod and the slot ¢!, formed in the back- | a series of index-sheets, and a rod or post en-
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gaged with the index-sheets, of holding de-
vices for the post, consisting of a metal plate
having projections at its lower end, forming a
support for the lower end of the rod, and hav-
Ing at its upper end arearwardly-bent part, C*,
provided with a slot, ¢', and a spring-cateh,
¢’, forming a continuation of the part C, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

4. The combination, with afiling-receptacle
provided with a groove or recess, A, in its
tack wall, aseries of index-sheets, anda hold-
ing rod or post adapted for insertion in the
said groove or recess, of holding devices for
the rod, consisting of a plate provided with a
vertical slot, C?) and with projections ¢ ¢* ¢*
at 1ts lower end, forming a support for the
lower end of the rod, and having at its upper
end a spring-cateh, ¢, formed of metal com-
posing the plate, substantially as described.

5. The combination, with a filing-receptacle

and a series of index-sheets and a post or rod ;

provided with a projection, ¢, at its upper
end, of a holding device for the said post or
rod, consisting of a plate, ¢/, having projec-
tions at its lower end, forming a snpport for
the lower end of therod, 2nd having aspring-
cateh, ¢, formed of the metal composing the
plate at the upper end of thelatter,said spring-
catch being provided with an aperture, ¢,

adapted to receive the projection ¢, substan-
tially as described.

6. The combination, with a filing receptacle,
a series of index-sheets, and a link-shaped
rod split at one point for engagement with the
sheets,of a holding deviee for the rod, consist-
ing of a plate, C, secured to the receptacle
and having projections at itslower end, form-
ing a support for the lower end of the rod, and
provided at its upper end with a spring-catch
formed of the metal composing the said plate,

| substantially as desecribed.

7. The combination, with a filing-receptacle,
a series of index-sheets, and a rod or post, of a
bolding device for the post,consisting of means
for engaging the lower end of the rod and a
spring-catch constructed to engage the upper
end of the rod, and a ledge, D, extending con-
tinuously along the rear upper edge of the re-
ceptacle over the said spring catch, substan-
tlally as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as my
invention I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

AARON L. BROWN.

Witnesses:
C. CLARENCE POOLE,
M. . DAYTON.
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