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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that we, FRANK MESKER and
HENRY F. EDWARDS, of St. Louis, Missouri,
have jointly made a new and useful Improve-
ment 1n Plate-Metal Columns, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact deseription.

The improvement relates to that class of
plate-metal columns which are used in arehi-
tectural work-—such as building - fronts—and
composed mainly of plates,or plates and angle-
irons riveted together,

The improvement consists in the special
shape and combination of the parts compos-
ing the column, substantially as is hereinafter
described and claimed, and as illustrated in
the annexed drawings, making part of this
specification, in which—

Figure1is afront elevation of the improved
column as before being ornamented; Fig. 2, a
side elevation of the same; Fig. 3, a vertical
section of the column ornamented; Fig. 4, a

viewin perspective, from its front,of the orna- |

mented column; Fig.5, a vertical section, upon

an enlarged scaie, showing in detached parts

the front portion of the ornamented column;
and Fig. 6, a horizontal section, upon an en-
larged scale, on the line 6 6 of Fig. 2.

The same letters of reference denote the
same parts.

The improved unornamented column is
formied mainly of a combination of two simi-
lar metallic plates, A A, and a wooden filling-
strip, B. Kach plate A forms a side, a, and
half « of the back, and half «* of the front, of
the column. The opposing edges of the parts

@' @’ are respectively provided with flanges ¢’
«’y and the opposing edges of the parts «? a

are respectively provided with flanges a' . |

The plates A A are formed into a column by
riveting the flanges «’ «* together and the 40
flanges «' a* together, and the column is com-
pleted by attaching the strip B, by means of
the screws b, to the platesa’ «’. The plates «’

a’ are jointly shaped to provide a recess to re-
ceive the strip B, substantially as shown in 43
Figs, 4, 6. The plates at the front of the eol-
umn may also be shaped to form recesses »°0°,
substantially as shown.

The ornamental portions C D E, or either
of them, may be applied to the column-front, 50
as shown; also, if desired, the flanges «*' «*
may be covered by a bead-strip, F, Figs. 4, 6,
and a convenient and desirable mode of se-
curing the bead-strip in place is to extend its
ends f to be confined beneath the ornaments
C D 1, substantially as shown in Fig. 5. The
portions C D K are attached to the column-
front by the usual means—namely, the bolts
¢ and flanges ¢

We claim—

1. The combination of the plates A A and
strip B, each of said plates forming a side and
halt of the back and half of the front of the
column, and said platesat the rear of the col-
umn being shaped to form a recess in which
sald strip issecured,substantially as deseribed.

2. ''he combination of the plates,shaped and
united at the front of the column, as deseribed,
and the bead-strip, substantially as deseribed.

Witness our hands.

FRANK MESKER.
HENRY F. EDWARDS.
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Witnesses:
B. T. MESKER,
C. D. Mooby.
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