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1o all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, WirLriaym K. DAVID, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-

cago, in the county of Cook and State of T1li-
nois have Invented a certain new and useful
Impmvement in Blacking-Boxes,which is fully
set forth in the fo]lowmg specl “catlon refer-
ence being had tothe accompanymg drawmgs
in WhlGh-—-—-

Figure 1 represents a plan view of a black-
ing-box containing my invention, a portion of
the cover being broken away; Fig. 2, a verti-
cal section of the same, taken on the line 1 1
of Fig. 1; and Fig. 3, a perspective section of
bhe same.

My invention relates to a device in black-
ing-boxes whereby the blacking may be eco-
nomically used and evenly spread. It is well
known that with blacking-boxes of ordinary
construction 1t 18 impossible to spread the
blacking evenly in the box. The material in
the box 1S taken up unevenly and the brush
filled 1mproperly and with a gradual acecumu-
lation of surplus blacking. It isthe object of
the invention to obviate these difficulties and
to provide a deyvice whereby the blacking may
be spread 1n the box nearly as well as 11quld
blacking upon a stone or other flat surface,
and only so much supplied. to the brush as is
required for use.

I will now proceed to describe one way in
which 1 have carried out the invention in
practical form, and will then point out defi-
nitely in claims the improvements which I be-
lieve to be new and wish to secure by Letters
Patent.

In the drawings, A represents the cylindri-

cal body of a blacking-box such as is gener-

ally used, which 18 provided with a cover, B,
of ordinary form. A little below this cover
18 a metallic diaphragm, C, which is perfo-
rated, as shown 1n the drawings, and is se-
cared to the body. Within the box and be-
low this diaphragm 18 the blacking, D, and
into the bottom of the box-body is fitted a fol-
lower, K, which may be of wood, metal, or
any material which 18 desired and is adapted
to the purpose. This follower is closely fitted
witbin the box-body, so as to make a tight

50 joint, and ordinarily may be used without any

55 Or any other suitable material, whieh will of |

additional device for making the joint tight;
but if 1t 18 desired to insure a close fit &Iways
of the follower a light packing-ring, ¢, may
be fitted upon the follower, made of rubber

" L —

| course serve the usual purpose of making a
close joint.

In wsing this box the blacking is of course
retained in the box below the diaphragm and
between it and the follower. When blacking
18 desired for use, the follower is pressed up
agalnst the blackm , and thereby forces the
latter up through the perforations of the dia-
phragm. In Fig. 1 of the drawings this re-
sult is illustrated, the blacking being shown
slightly above the diaphragm. It will be seen
at once that the supply of blacking may be
properly regulated, so that only the quantity
actually desired for use will appear above the
diaphragm, and also that it will be disposed
over the latterin asubstantially-uniform quan-
tity. Now the small quantity of blacking
forced above the diaphragm is readily and
properly spread by the brush, and only so
much taken up by the latter as is necessary
for use, and without daubing the brush. The
iol]ower is of course 0perated until practi-
cally the entire contents of the box are forced
up through the diaphragm. The cover pro-
tects the top of the box and preserves the con-
tents from drying. Ifdesired, a cover or slid-
ing bottom may be applied to the follower, so
as to slip over the body of the box at the bot-
tom and slide thereon.

The box may be made with such modifica-
tions in general features as may be desired for
purposes of trade or otherwise, the feature
of the perforated diaphragm being retained,
- which is the main characteristic of my inven-
tion.

Having thus described my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. Ina blacking-box, the main body, in com-
bination with a perforated diaphragm secured
permanently to the body 1mmed1ately above

ted into the bottom of the box, substantially
as and for the purposes Speciﬁed.

2. The blacking-box body A, in combina-
tion with the perforated diaphragm C, secured
permanently within the body over the black-
ing, the follower K, fitted into the body at the
bottom thereof, and the packing e, substan-
tially as and for the purposes specified.

WM. K. DAVID.

Witnesses:
W. O. CORLIES,
IRVINE MILLER.

the blacking, the cover B, and a follower fit- .
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