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Lo all whomy it may concern:

Beitknownthat I, WiLrraz IT. VAN WART,
of Stoningten, in the county of New Londen
and State of Connecticut, have invented a new
and Improved Nut-Lock for Valves, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion. |

As well known in valves in which a com-
pressible packing is employed between the
gland or packing-nub and the valve-casing,
through which the valve-stem passes, said
packing frequently becomes so consolidated on
and about the said packing-nut and valve-stem
as to cause through the turning of the valve-
stem in one direction a corresponding rotation
and unscrewing of the packing-ring; and the
object of the present invention is to provide a
device which will be adjustable and attach:
able on the valve-casing that will securely
maintain the packing-nut against unloosening
or unscrewing under the turning of the valve-
stem; and 1f consists in a construction and
combination of parts which are capable of op-
eration on and 1n relation to a valve, all sub-
stantially as will hereinafter more fully appear,
and be pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to theaccompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
1n which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the ficures.

Figure 1 18 a side elevation of a valve hav-
ing the device of the present invention ap-
plied thereto. Fig. 2 is a partial central sec-
tional view of Fig. 1. TFig. 3 is a plan view
of the packing-nut-securing device detached
from the valve. Tig. 4 is a similar view of
the packing-nui-securing device of modified
construction, to be hereinafter particularly re-
ferred to; and Fig. 5 is a perspective view
illustrating a further modified construction.

The tubular neck B of the valve-casing A
receives about and upon its exteriorly-serew-
threaded end an apertured packing-nut or
gland, C, between the inner side of which and
the end of the neck B of valve-casing a suit-
able compressible packing, D, is employed to
form a steam-tight joint.

Around a portion of the neck B, or some
other suitable part of the valve, is disposed a

strap, yoke, or ring, K, the ecnds of which
nearly meet cach other, and are provided with
lags or ear-pieces ¢ ¢, through which a thumb
or set screw, b, passes in a manner to draw
the ring to a more or less contracted circum-
ference, and thereby to firmly bind it upon
the valve-casing against rotation, said strap
being provided with a rigid anguiar or out-
ward extension, If, projecting in a plane coin-
cident with that of the flat faces d of the po-
Ivgonal rim of the packing-nut C, and when
the locking device 1s in place any tendency of
the packing-nut to rotate to unscrew will be

" prevented by 1ts abutment against the projec-

tion I, hreld by the binding carrying-strap as
one with the valve-casing. When desired to
remove the packing-nut, the strapis freed from
1ts bind upon the valve-casing by unloosening
the serew b, when 1t may {reely turn thercon
with the nut.

In valves of large size, where straps of nec-
essarily heavy coustruction are employed, such
as will not permit of a spring contraction, it
18 preferable to form such straps in two mem-
bers hinged together, as at f, Fig. 4, whereby
a certaln and easy adjustment and attachment
thereof may be secured on the valve-casing,
and, 1f desired, the set-screw-fastening con-
trivance may consist in providing at one ear-
plece o of the contracting-strap a pivotal or
swinging connection of the screw b, as at #,
and an open slof, as at %, in the other ear-
piece, a thumb-nut, 6% serewing on the oufer
end portion of the serew, as illustrated in
Fig. b. |

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. A deviee for locking the packing-nuts of
valves, the same consisting of a strap or ring
which 1s divided transversely, a screw for
clamping the divided ends together, and a
rigid lug which is permanently and rigidly at-
tached to the body of said ring and extends
therefrom at right angles to the plane of the
latter, as shown and described, whereby the
device 1s adapted to be clamped to the neck
of a valve and adjusted around it to bring the
rigid lug into parallelism with one of the lat-
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eral faces of the packing-nut,and thereby lock | end, and the rigid lug F, permanently and rig-
it, as specified. | idly attached to the body of the ring, as shown
and described. |

WILLTAM H. VAN WART.

2. The improved device for the purpose
specified, counsisting of the ring E, formed of | :
5 two hinged parts having parallel ends ¢ ¢, one |  Witnesses:
of which is provided with an open slot, k, and - Wwum. L. BELLOWS,

the screw-fastening b 0% pivoted to the other | C. SEDGWICK. |
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