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1o all wlom it may concermn.:

Be it known that I, Frank W. WRIGHT, a
cifizen of the United States, residing at Bur-
lington, in the connty of Chittenden “md State
of Verment have invented certain new and
usefnl Improvements in Bilnd-Slats and Oper-
ating-Rods, of which the following is a speci-
ﬂcatmn reference being had therein to the ac-
companylne‘ drawings. |

My invention relatee to an improvement in
blind-slats and operating-rods; and it consists
in, first, the combination of a thin operating-
rod leosely connected to the corresponding
ends of each slat by means of eyelets, which
are passed through the rod and which cateh
over lugs formed upon the outer corners of the
slats, w1t11 the slats provided with tenonsupon
thelr ends and the blind-frame; second, the
comblnation of a thin bent Opemtmn -rod, eye-
lets which are passed through openingsin the
rod, and the blind-slats provided with lags to
cateh in the eyelets and tenons to cateh in the
frames, the rods being bent so as to cause suf-
ficient friction upon the slats to hold them in

any desired position; third, the combination

of the blind-frame having a flanze formed
along the outer edge of one of ItS sides, the
elats which are ]enrnaled In the frames by
means of tenons formed on their ends, a thin
operating - rod which sinks into the frame
whentheslatsare closed behind thesaid flange,
and an operating-lever which is recessed in
the frame,as will be more fully desceribed her
Inafter.

The objects of my invention are to so con-
struct the movable parts that when they are in
a closed position they will not project beyond

the edges of the franme and thus take up un--

necessary reom in packing them for transpor-
tation, to enable the blinds to present a more
unlform and attractive appearance, and toal-
low the blind to be made much thinner and
lighter than 1t otherwise could be and there-
fore better adapted forsliding into a pocket or
for other modern expensive mtermr {inish.
Figures 1 and 2 are side elevations of a blind

embodying my invention, taken from. oppo-

site sides. [Kig. 3 is a vertical section taken
through the center of the slats. Fig. 4 isa

section taken at right angles to Fig. 3. Fig.

b is a perspective of the end of one of the

“slats C and its attachments.

A represents the frame, which has the nsual
holes orrecesses bored in opposite inside edges
to receive the tenons B upon the slats C.
These holes D are bored as far as possible {rom
the outside edge, so as to canse the slats when

closed to sink inside of the frame ou 1its ont-
side edge and be just flush with 1ts inside
edge, and thus not take np any nnnecessary
room in packing the blinds for transportation
or in any other position. Where the slats do
project beyond the edges of the frames, sepa-

rating devices must be placed bebween the
blmds when packed for transportation, which
taltes up nearly as much room as the blinds
and thus adds greatly to the cost of transporta-
tion and the expense and trouble in packing.

Formed upon the inside edge of that side of

‘the frame upon which the operating rod and

lever are placed is a narrow flange, I, which
serves both to close the spaces between the
side of the frame aud the ends of theslatsand
to form a recessinto which the thin operating-
rod G sinks when the blinds are closed in
either direction. This flange serves to hide
the operating rod {rom sight upon the inner
side of the blind and togivetotheblind a much
more finished and Liegent appearance than is
possible where the operating-rod is applied
either in the usual manner or where it is nec-
essary to give the rod a greater thickness than
a thin metallic plate, as 1n the present in-
stance.

The operating-rod G consists of a thin me-
tallic plate, whieh is widened just opposite
where itis connected to each slide, and through
these widened portions I are passed the eye-
lets H, which cateh upon the lugs J, formed
upon theouter corners of the slats. After the
tenons have been formed upon the ends of the
slats, the lugs are formed in any suitable man-
ner, and these Ings do not project beyond the
ends of the slats proper.

The operating-rod, instead of being made
perfectly straight in the nsual manner, 18 given
a slight bend in between the ends of the slats,
s0 as to have its bent portion catch between
the head upon the eye]et H and end of the
slat, as shown in Fig. 5, and thas exert a fric-
tional contact upon these two parts suificiently

oreab to prevent the rod from causing the slats
C to tnrn npon their pivots from the weight
of the rod alone, and thus cause the slats to
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partially close whenever they are left free to
move. When the operating-rod is made per-

fectly straight, it exerts but little or no frie-

- tional uontﬂct upon- the eyelets and the ends
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of the slats, and hence the weight of the rod
alone 18 usually suflicient to pr eveut the slats
from remaining open. By bending the oper-
ating rod just at that point where it is made to
come 1n contact with the eyelets H and slats

C enough friction is exerted upon these two

parts to prevent the weight of the rod from
moving the slats.

The operating-lever L is journaled in a me-
tallic frame, N, WhlGh 18 placed in a recess, O,
made 1o the i mner edge of that side of the frame

which 1s provided w1th the flange, and the

outer end of this lever is pmVlded with a Pro-
Jection which passes through one of the eye-
lets 1n the operating-rod, and thns makes di-
rect connection with theslat% The1nner end
of the lever is made just long enough to oper-
ate the slats readily and easily, and hasitsend
to sink 1nto recesses P, made in the innerside

- of the frame, when the &1ats are closed in either
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direction. Where the end of this lever pro-
jects beyond the side of the frame, it is not
only in danger of being broken, but it takes up
unnecessmy room when the blmds are packed
fortransportation. Where theslatsclosedown

within the frame, the operating-rod sinks into |

a recess in the side of the fr ame, and the oper-
ating-lever also has its inner end to sink info
recesses. 'The frames can be placed in direct
contact with each other in being packed for
transportation, which could not othermse be
done.

By the construction above described I avoid
all objections to the ordinary slat-turning rods,
which are exterior to the slats, being seemed
to thelr front edges and pwJechﬂ' therefrom,
where they are liable to accident, and which
ereatly increases the thickness of the blinds.

- This construction also enables a more uniform

and altractive appearance to be given to the
blinds, and allows them to De made much
thinner and lighter than otherwise conld be.

Having thus described my iuventiou, I
e]a,i m-— |

. The combination of the frame A, having
the vertical flange I formed along one of 11}&,
instde edges, the slats which are plvoted inthe
frame and plonded with pivots B and the
logs J, the operating-rod which is connected
to each of the slats by meaus of the lugs J, and
which is placed between the ends of the slats
and one side of the frame A, whereby when
the blindsare c¢losed the Opelatmcr rod ismoved
into the frame in the rear of the flange I, so
as to be hidden from view from the inner &lde
of the blind, substantially as described.

2. The combination of the frame, the slats
provided with tenons upon each of their ends
and with lugs npon one end, the operating rod,
and the eyelets which c%tch over the lngs a,nd
connect the slats to the rods, snbstmltmlly aS
set forth. .,

3. 'The-combination of the slats provided
with both tenons and lugs, the eyelets which
catch over the lugs, and the operating-rod
which 1s slightly bent between the eyelets, so
as to cause fI'lCthI]cLl contact ag amst them, sub-
stantially as specified.

4. Thecombination oftheﬁmneA pmvlded
with a recess, O, in one of its edges, Lhe metal-
lic frame N, placed in the recess and pro
vided with recesses P at each end, the oper a,b
ing lever L, therod G, the eyelets, and the slats
promded with both tenons and lugs, substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony whereof I do aflix my Signature
D plesence of two witnesses.

FRANK W. WRIGHT.

Witnesses:
CHARLES E. ALLEN,
GEORGE D. WRIGHT.

45

50

55

30



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

