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To all whonv it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, Josia®m S. WAILES, of
Florence, in the county of Marion and State of
Kansas, have invented certain new and useful
Impmvements 1n Clothes - Lines; and I do
hereby declare the followingto be afnll clear,
and exact deseription of the nwentlou such
as will enable others skilledinthe art to W]ll(‘h

it pertains to make and use it, reference being

had to the acompanying (,11*'1'~;V11108.w111(,11 forin
part of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
clothes-lines, which is an improvement upon
patent D"I“LI]th to me November 17, 18835, No.

330 046, and 1t consists in the a,IIangement

and combination of devices, which will De
more fully deseribed ]lBlLll]’thel and pointed
out 1n the ¢laims. |

The objeet of my invention is to provide a
clothes-line which will enable a person either
to run clothes out to be dried or to be taken
in without going out of doors by providing a
hox havmg a shafb carrying two spools .:111{1

a means for causing either spool to revolve

with the shaft, as may be desired, whereby
two lines may be used, one br—-mn ran ouf,

while the other is bemg at the same bime
taken in.

Kigure 1 is a pelspectwe of a clothes-line
embodmnw my 1avention. Fig.2isa tc)p plan
view w 1Lh “the cover of the clothes line box re-
moved. Fig.disa detached perspective of the
spoels ::md operating-shaft, which are placed
in the box. Fig. 41is a detaehed perspective
of the tightener. Iig. 5 is an enlarged detail
perspective of the slide.

A represents a post, which is placed at any
desired distance from the house and stayed by
means of the wire B.

C 1s a post, which is preferably placed adja-
cent to a porch, or the porch-post may be used
111 1ts stead, and to which is secured the clothes-
line box D. Secured to the post A, at.a suit-
able distance apart, are the guide wheels or
sheaves K, and secured to the post € is the
sheave I and the operating-wheel G. Passing
around the sheaves I and F, as shown, and one
or more times around the operating-wheel @,
18 the clothes-line H. The ends of the line H
are connected together by means of the clasp

1, secured to one end, and the connecting-

' piece J, fastened to its opposite end, one end

of the piece J being provided with a w heel,
K, around which the line passes. Kach eund
0[ the line 1s provided with a hook, and the
clasp and connecting-pieceJ areeach provided
with a link at one Plild by means of which they
are detachably connected thereto.

Made 1n one end of the clasp I is the slot L,
and secured to one side of the clasp is the
Splmo* M, which extends over the slot and to

a lictle beyond the end of the clasp, which

1s beveled slightly, 80 as to enable the ready
Insertion of the line.

A supporting-wire, N, has oneend connected

to the post A by passing through a staple, and
1ts opposite end is passed through a hole in
the post O and secured to the tig hbener O, by
means of which the wire is twhteneu when I'e-
quired. Secured to the suje of the post C by

‘means of sultable 1nsulators P is the ground-
wire (), which has its upper end secured to the

wire N and its lower end passed into the
ground. ‘Thisgroand-wireis provided forthe
purpose of carrying off any electricity which
may be collected or attracted during a storm
by the wire N into the earth, and thus prevent
any damage being caused thereby. As the
post C m,ll be a post of the porch or the post
being placed very near the house, a wire to
carry off electricity from the wire N is quite
necessary to insure the house against damage
by lightning during a storm.

For the purpcse of supporting the clothes-
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line aud preventing it from sagging, the car- 8,

riage R 1s provided, which is suppmbed by the
wire N. This carriaﬂe R consists of a U shaped
piece having its upper ends provided with the

grooved whe{_,ls S, which run upon the wire N,

and has connected to 18 lower end the wire T

and this wire T has its lower end formed mto |

a hook, which catches under the clothes line.
One or more carriages will be used, according
to the length of the line, as shown 11:1 the p‘lb
enb nmnted to me November 17, 1885.

The carriage R 1s supported upon the upper
portiou of the clothes. line, and hence does not;
relieve the line of any of 1tf5 welght or strain.
Where a wire, N, is ubed, as here shown, for

PR

supporting the carriage, the line is relleved of 1 C

the weight of the cmrlaﬂe and of all strain
brought upon it by the weight of the clothes.




Secured to the poslt C 1s the box D, which is

- provided with a shaft, V,at or near its center,

and placed upon this shaft are the two spools
W X. The shatt V 1s provided near its cen-

ter with the pin Y and the spools with the

orooves 7, with which the pin Y engages.
FFormed 1n the outer end of the shaft V are

“the two grooves A" A’,with which theslide B,
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secured to the outside of the box D, engages,

and holds 1t securely in an outward or inward

position. The slide B’ is provided with a
screw, 1, by means of which it can be locked.

By the horizontal movement of the shaft V
through the box and spools the pin Y is made
to engage either one of the spools, as desired.
Itach spool is provided with a hook, C’, for the
attachment of the ends of the line, and the
speol W with thesprings D', which bear against
the spool X for the purpose of causing friction
and preventing the idle-spool from turning too
freely.. There will always be one line upon
one of the spools in the box, so that it may be
attached to one end of the line which 1is oub,
and the opposite end of the outside line con-
nected to the empty spool, the pin ¥ made to
engage the empty spool, and thus one line be
run out while the other 1s being taken in by
turning the handle I/, the springs I’ serving
to prevent the idle spool from allowing the

line to pass out too freely. When the line is |

out, as shown 1n I'ig. 1, it may be moved back
and forth by means of the operating-wheel G,

which has one end of its shaft made square, so |

thata wrench or handle may beapplied thereto.

The wire-tightener O consists of ashaft pro-
vided with a hole through which the wire
passes, the angular flanges G/, a square end,
H’, the frame I, which is rigidly secured to
the post, and the wedge J’, which is placed
beiweenthe tightener and its frame. By means
of this construction the wire may be tightened
at any time by removing the wedge and turn-
ing the tightener, the wedge securely holding
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the tightener from revolving when again re-
placed.

Secured to the front of the box D is the simall
box K’, in which clothes-pins may be kept,and
thus be convenient for the operator.

Having thus desceribed my invention, I
claim— |

1. Thecombination,withaclothes-line capa-
ble of being moved back and forth, of abox pro-
vided with a shaft having a pin, and two spools
placed upon the shaft having grooves which
engage the pin upon the shaft, the shaft hav-
Ing an endwise movementthrough the box and
spools, whereby the pin is made to engage
either spool, substantially as shown.

2. The combination, with a clothes line ca-
pable of being moved back and forth, of a box
provided with a shaft having two annualar
orooves and a pin, two spools placed upon

' the shaft inside of the box, and provided with

orooves for engaging the pin upon the shaft,
theshaft havingan endwise movement through
the box and spools, and a slide secured to the
box for engaging the grooves in the shaft, and
thereby locking it in either position, substan-
tiallv as set forth.

3. The combination, with a clothes line ca-
pable of being moved back and forth, of a box
having a shaft provided with a pin, two spools
placed nponthe shaft, and having grooves with
which the pin engages, the ends of the line
being secured, respectively, to the two spools,
and one of the spools having springs to cause
friction for the purpose described, and the
shaft having an endwise movement through
the box and spools for the purpose set forth,

' substantially as specified.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

presence of two witnesses.
| JOSIAH S. WAILES.
Witnesses:
JOHN S. DOWNES,
Awmos L. WHITLOCK.
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