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so K in the front edge of the finger-bar. |
block is provided on 1ts lower side with a
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To all whom & may concerrns

Be it known that we, JouN CRIST and Jo-
NAH S, ALEXANDER, citizens of the United
States, residing at Browning, in {he county of
Linn and State of Missouri, haveinvented new
and useful Improvements in Adjustable Cut-
ter-Bar Keepers, of whmh the following 1s a
specification. |

Our invention relates to an improvement 1n
adjustable cutter-bar keepers for harvesting-
machines; and it consists in the peculiar con-
struction and combination of devices that will
be more fully set forth hereinafter, and par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Higure 1 18
a top plan view of the cutting apparatus of a

‘harvester provided with an adjusting device

embodying our improvements. I‘w* 2 18 a
vertical transverse sectional view of the same,
taken on the line # # of Iig. 1. Iig. 3 is a
similar view talken on the line vy of Fig. 1.

A represents the finger-bar of a harvester,
which 1s provided on 1ts {front side with the
forwardly-extending guard-fingers B of the
usnal construction, which guard-fingers are
provided in their forward ends with open slots
C and have their shanks provided on theilr
upper sides with recesses D, the bottoms of
the said recesses being in a horizonfal plane
with the lower side of the finger-bar. In the
front edge of the finger-Dbar, at the center
thereof, 18 cut a rectangular recess, I%.

I represents the cutter-bar,
ranged in front of the finger-bar and bears
upon the upper sides of the shanks of the
cunard-fingers B, being arranged iIn the rear
portions of the recesses D. This cutter-bar
is provided with the usual triangular cutters,
Gz, which extend forward into the slots C of
the guard-fingers,.

H repr esents a guide- md which is arranged
in the front parts 01‘ the recesses D and bears
agalnst the front edge of the cutter-bar I, the

said guide-rod serving to direct the cutter-bar

evenly in its reciprocating movementand pre-
venting it {rom binding.

The construction of our improved keeper 18

as follows:
L represents a block, which fits 1n the recess
This

which is ar-

1

(No model)

I plate, I, having a forward extending lip, L,

that bears under the cutter-bar,and a rearwazrd-
extending lip, M, that bears against the lower
side of the fmﬂer bar.

N 1epmseuts a finger, which 1s ar mnﬂ'ed on
the upper side of the blOCl"i I and pr'q]ects for-
ward and bears upon the upper sides of the
cutters and has the rearwardly-extending
curved arms O, which extend over the upper
side of the ﬁuger-bar A and are provided at
their rear ends with parallel slots P, which ex-
tend transversely on the finger-bar. The block-
I and the finger N are formed in one solid
casting.

R represents a pair of adjustlnfr bolts, which
extend through openings in the finger-bar,
pass through the slots P, and are provided on
their upper threaded ends with washers S, to
bear upon the rear ends of the arms O, and
with nuts T, to clamp the said washers ﬁm}]v

against the said ar ms, 80 as fo secure the inger
\T in any desired 1}051131011 on the finger- bar
By making theslots P’ in the arms O the keeper
13 ftdepted to be adjusted forward or rearward
on the finger-bar, as will be readily under stood.

The ol)emtmn of our invention is as follows:
As the cutter-bar wears against the guide-bar
H the keeper is adjusted forward Shghtly fron
time to time to take up the wear and prevent
the cutters from dropping back and working
loose in theslots C of the guard-iingers.
upper forward-projecting ﬁnﬂ er, N serves to
hold the catter-bar down firm y on the shanks
of the guard-fingers, and the lower forward-
pr OJPthllg lip, L serves to hold the lower side
of the cutter-bar up in the proper position,
thereby preventing the cutter-bar from becom-
ing gradually lowered as it wears and allow-
ing the cutters to tilt upward at their points
and not run level on the ouard-fingers,

By means of this ad) ustable lz,:eepel the draft
of a harvesting-machine is very sensibly les-
sened, as the cutter-bar only bears against the
front edﬂ*e ef the plate or block i, and does
not create friction by eontact with the front
edge of the finger-bar throughout 1ts entire
161:10‘1311

Another advantage ﬂ*amed by the use of this
improved adj astable keeper is that the cutter-
bar is rendered much less liable to break, and
the eutters are rendered more durable and are
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prevented from being jerked off the cutter-

bar by reason of their being kept at all times
bearing snugly against the ﬂuqrd fingers I3.
Havmﬂ thus descubed our mventlon We

claim—

1. In the cutfing apparatus of a harvester,
the combination of the finger-bar having the
recess I in its front edbe the guard- Imn*ers

having the recesses D, the catter- bar mounted

to ,ahde 1n the recesses in the guard-fingers, the
block I, adapted to fit the recess E in the fin-
ger-bar and having the forward and rearward
I)POJeCtl ng lips L M bearing, respectively, un-

der the cu'“tel bar and ﬁnﬁ*er bar, and having

the forward-projecting ImoerN overlying the
upper side of cutter- b&r, and the rearward-
extending arms secured to and adjustable on
the ﬁnn*e,r bar, substantially as described.
2. In the cuttlng apparatus of a harvester,
the combination of the finger-bar having the
recess I in its front edﬁe the guard- (ing oers

| ' having therecesses D, the cutter-bar mounted

to Shde in the 1‘eces.ses 1n the guard-fingers,
the guide-bar H, also in said recesses and bea,l-

ing an'amst the front side of the cutter-bar, the
block I, adapted to fit the recess I in the fin-
ger- bar and having the forward and rearward
projecting lips L M bearing, respectively, un-
der the cutter-bar and finger-bar, and having
the forward-projecting hnrrer N, over] ying the
upper side of the cntter bar, and the rear-
ward-extending arms secured to and adjust-

~able on the ﬁnnel -bar, %lll)St‘Ll]tlEl“y as de-

sceribead. :

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we have hereto affixed oursgignatures
1n presence of two witnesses.

- JOHN CRIST.
| JONAH S. ALEXANDER.
Witnesses:
JOUN T. JoNIs,
H. C. PIEhSO\
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