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- To all whom it man concern:

Be 1t known that I, Joax B. CLINE, of Jef-
ferson, 1n the county of Greene and State of
Iowa, have invented certain Improvementsin
Book-Supports, of which the following is a
specification. |

This invention relates to that class of book-

n

supports in which the book-holder is auto-

matically adjusted so as to maintain the upper
1o surfaces of an open book placed thereon in

substantially the samme plane; and the inven-

tion consists in providing a book-support with
a two-part adjusting book-holder, each part of
which is connected at opposite sides to the ends
15 of balance-levers.
The invention further consists in certain fea-
tures of construction hereinafter set forth.
In the drawings, Figure 1 is an end view of
the book-support. Fig. 2isaplan view. Fig.
20 3 18 a side view.
‘The main frame A may be of any suitable
construction, and, as shown, is provided with
legs B, preferably formed in pairs for conven-

. lence in casting, and secured to the frame by

25 8crews or other fastening devices. To sustain

the frame in an inclined position, the rear pair

- ol legs may be longer-than the front pair, and
to avoid slipping or marring the surface on
which the support may be placed the feet are

30 provided with elastic pads or cushions C.

The book-holder is composed of two frames,

D and B, each formed of strips ¢ and ecross-
pleces ¢, or otherwise, and connected at the
ends by levers I and G, arranged one in front
35 of the other in pairs at each end of the book-
holder. The levers of each pair are pivoted
to opposite sides of the frame A, and each le-
ver 18 pivoted to both frames D and E at re-

spectively oppositesides thereof. The arrange-

1o ment of the levers is such that the two parts

of the book-holder are free to move up or down

In opposite directions, but are maintained at
all times parallel one with the other. |

The two frames of the book-holder being bal-

45 anced, an open book placed thereon will be held

with itg upper surfaces in substantially the

~ Same plane, the holder antomatically adjust-

ing as the leaves of the book are turned to one

side or the other. | |
so  Hach frame D and E is provided with an ad-
Justable book-holding clamp consisting of a le-

| ver, H, pi?oted to the under side of the frame

to which it is attached, one arm of the lever
being engaged by a spring, K, interposed be-
tween the frame and the said arm, and which 55
tends to depress the arm, and the other arm
of the lever extending upward and around the
end of the frame of the book-holder and form-
ing a clamping-finger, %, which is adapted to
engage the edge of the cover of the book and 5c
hold it firmly on the frame to which the said
clamp is attached. ™The clamp is operated by
means of a thumb-scerew, I, carried by the arm
of the lever, provided with the clamping-fin-
ger, and which serew acts against the spring K. €5

The main frame A is provided at each end
with arms @, terminating in sockets and serv-
ing as supports for a removable shelf, M, and
an arm-rest, L, also preferably removable, the
said shelf and rest being at opposite ends of 50
the frame A.

The shelf M may be of any suitable construe-
tion, its purpose being to serve as a receptacle
for writing material and thelike,and, as shown,
consists of a flanged table, m, having arms N, 75
attached to the ander side and adapted to the
sockets on the arms ¢ at one end of the main
frame A.

The arm-rest, as shown, consists of a piece,

O, hinged near one edge to the ends of rods 8o
I, threaded at the other ends. The rods P
extend through eyes on the forked ends R of
a bracket, S, the latter being provided with
projections I, adapted to the sockets on the
arms ¢. The rods P are provided between the 83
eyes on the ends R of the bracket S with nuts
U, on turning whiech the rods and the arm-rest
carried thereby will be moved up or down.
To the under side of the arm-rest is pivoted a

pendent stop, V, which, engaging against the go

bracket S, holds the said arm-rest in the ele-
vated position,but which may beswung against
the rest and the latter be folded against the
rods P and bracket S. When the arm-rest is
lifted from the folded position, the pendant g5
will fall and engage the bracket S, as stated.
The adjustment of the arm-rest permits its up-
per surface to be quickly brought into line or
even with the upper surface of the book what-
ever its thickness. |
While the book-supportisadapted to books
of various kinds, it is designed more particu-
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larly for use by book-keepers and chcountant..s, |

who use large and heavy books.

The 1nvent10n is not confined to the exach
construction and arrangement of parts shown,
as it is only essential that the levers at each
end of the book-holder be placed one in {ront
of the other, thereby making the device much
more compact than i1f they were placed one
above the other or otherwise arranged, and
that the arm-rest be adjustable, so as to adapt
it for use with books of different thicknesses.

Thearm-rest shown in thedrawings is adapt-
ed for double-page work, and for single-page
work a shorter rest provided with swinging
supporting-arms, asshown in dotted lines, Fig.
2, may be used, the said rest being moved to
one side or the ether as required.

Having described the invention,what I claim
18—

1. In a book-support, the combiuation,with
a book-holder composed of two oppositely-
movable parts, of connecting-levers arranged
one in front of the other, and each lever con-
nected to both parts of the book-holder at re-
spectively-opposite sides thereof, substantially
as described.

9. Ina book-support, the combination, with

a book-holder composed of two oppositely-
movable parts, of centrally-pivoted connect-
ing-levers, each lever connected at the ends to

bobh parts of the book-holder at respectively-
opposite sides thereof, substantially as de-
scribed.

3. Ina book-support, bhe combination of the
main frame, the two-part book-holder, and the
levers pivoted to the main frame at opposite
sides thereof, and each lever pivoted to both
parts of the book-holder at their respectively-
opposite sides, substantially as described.

4. In a book-support, the combination,with

the book- holder, of a clamp conslstmn' of a

Spring- -actuated lever provided with a elmm}
ing-fingerand an adjusting-screw substantially
as described.

Intestimony whereof I hereuntoset my hand,
this 7th day of June, 1887, in the presence of
two attesting witnesses.

JNO. B. CLINE.

Witnesses:
P. J. GAWTON,
J. Ii. CLINE.
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