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To «ll whom it may concern:

Be itknown that we, CHARLES H. STRAFFIN
and GEORGE L. Ixom RTSON,
United States, residing at. Cth‘l‘T(}
county of Cook and St'ite of 111111013 hwe In-
vented a certain new and useful Improvement
in Oil:Cans; and we hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and emct deserip-
tion ot the same.

Our improvement relates to the class of oil-
cans commonly in household use for filling
lamps with illuminating-oil; and it is the ob

- Ject of our invention {0 provide a device of

simple and inexpensive construction, which
shall operate as a stop and vent for such oil-
cans, whereby evaporation is prevented from

the disc’]mrge-Spont when the can 1s not 1n use,

and whereby,also,vent is provided for the air
within the can when the can is being replen-
ished through the filling- 1perture, and fur-

ther, to 1)61“1111(] enfrance of air to the oil-can

and eonsequent free discharge of o1l through
the discharge-spout when the can 1Isin use;
and 1t is fmthe1 our object to provide a de-

vice which shall accomplish these ends by a.

single movement of the manipulator.

To these endsonrinvention consistsof an 011 |

can having its discharge-spoutandfilling-aper-

fure towarc} opposite sides thereof, the dis-

charge spout being closed by a suitable stop or
valve and the filling-aperture being closed by a
removable plug or stopper, and means where-

by, when the sald plug or stopper is removed
from its normal closing position in the filling-
apertare for purposes “of filling or to permit

entrance of atmospheric air, the valve closing

the discharge - spout, 1s &utomatically lifted

from its seat to permit free discharge of oil,

and, vice versa, upon the replacement of the

plug or stopper in thefilling-aperture the stop
or valve closing the discharge-spout 18 auto-
matically closed through its connection with
the plug or stopper; and our invention con-

sists, further, in the construction of our im+

proved device and in certain detatls of the said
construction and combinations of the parts
therein, all as hereinafter more 1}“11t1(3111¢11*1y
sef, forth.

Referring to the drawi mgs, P]ﬂ arel is a see-

tional view of a broken porlmn of an oil-can
ol our preferred construction, showing in ele-

i

citizens of the:
1n the

1

“and Fln
tail.

and vent with the discharge-spout and filling-
aperture closed; Kig. 2, a “similar view show-
1ng thestop ‘md vent open to permit discharge
of oil; Fig. 3, a perspective view of a demﬂ
pempeetive view of another de-

In our preferred construetion, A is the Cy-
lindrical body of an oil-can, havmﬂ* wooden
headsformeduponlt one Of'ﬁhl(,h B isshown

| vation Lhe meehmusm of our 1mpmved stop -

25

inthe drawings. A discharge. SDOllt C ISDro-

vided toward one side of the head B seeured
jecting slightly below the same -

upon and pro
to form an an
valve hereina

halar mouth r, for the stop or
ter desmmed, zmd toward the

~opposite side of the head B 1s a filling-aper-

ture, D, having a slot, s, (shown in Iig. 3,)

for a purpose herenmfter described.

65

A lever, E, is pivoted to the lower side of 70

the head B at a point, {, somewhat nearer the
discharge-spout than the filling-tube, and 1s
plovided upon its short arm with a resilient
washer, ¢, of leather or other suitable mate-
rial, for ming a stop or valve to close the dis-
char ge-spout C when brought into contact with

| 1ts - projected annular mouth r, hereinbefore
A spring, p, pretembly spiral, is

mentioned.
provided upon the opposite arm of the lever
E, secured betweenitand the lowerside of the
head B, and toward the extremity of this long
arm of the lever K is secured a wire or (311111]

0, connecting with a plug, I, formed prefer-
ably of wood,and closing whennormally in po-
sition entrance tothe can by way of the tilling-

tube B.

To understand the operation of our im-

proved device, suppose the parts to be nor-

mally at rest, as shown in Fig. 1, with the
resilient washer ¢ upon the short arm of the
lever I held firmly against the annular mouth
r by the pressure of the.spl.mg- p agalnst the
opposite arm of the lever B, thus firmly clos-
ing the discharge-spout C. In this position

the filling-tube B is closed by the plug If, also

held ﬁrmly in position by its attachment o to

75
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the long arm of the lever .  If, now, it is de-

sired to open the can for purposes of filling or

arnl of the lever I against the resistance oft_he
spring p, thus lowering the short arm,and with

.........................

discharging oil, it isonly necessary to raise the
plug or Stopper I, carrying with 1t the long

ICC




~ sition, it is only necessary to incliue the plug
I qufﬁ(ﬂent]y to permit its attaching-wire o to |

1O
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alr. and ready flow of oil through the. dls(,harﬂ*e-
spout C when the can is inclined. - |

~ assume the position last named when filling
| 1s

- in avmdmn the necessity of holding up the
_p]mT G

o ﬁed forms of mechanism controllable by the
20
~aperture applicable to perform the function ofj
~closing the discharge- -spout and opening the

- :__:_cms}y, and therefore,
25
to cover, broadly— - - - !

a dlscharge -8pout, a stoppel to: the

~erture and a valve to the discharge- -spout, in |
combination with a pivoted lever connecting
- them, and a spring for normally m 11ntmmnu 1
the valve upon its seat to close the dlselmrme
: Spoul, as and for the purpose specified.

2. In combination, in an oil-can, a ﬁllmﬁ-:
apertme D, and a (]IS‘C]}‘U‘U‘G sl}{mt C,apiv-{

16 the resilient washer ¢, out of contact with
the annular mouth » of the discharge spout C.
- The discharge-spout and filling-tube are now
open, permitting free access of atmospheric

If it is desired to retain theparts in this po-

lI]F]U“) | | SR
mally maintaining the valve upon 1ts seat to
{ close the dlbcharﬂe -spout, astopper, I, to close
the ﬁll-ingiapertu_ve,ﬁ and a link, o, adapted to
lie within the notch sin the wall of the filling-

In pmctlce We coln mon]y .:IllOW the dewee to |

even asingle lamp, because of its convenience:

It is obvious that there may Dbe mamf modi-

motion of the plug or stopper in the filling-

filling-aperture (and vice VelS'l) sunulmne-.’
-Having deseribed our mventlon we desne_

1. Tnan oil-can having a ﬁllmn apertmeaml
1lling- ap- |

raised position, as described, .
whereby the lever K may be sustained insuch

position that the valve ¢ is off of its seat and
the discharge - spout open, substantially as '

| oted: ]GVGI E, a mlve ¢, carried upon one of
p, for nermally maintain-
‘Ing the valve upon 1ts seat to close the dis-
;charge spout, a stopper, T, to close thefilling-
aperture, and means: for'eoinnectiingz 1t with tlle |
| other arm of the lever, by which the said lever
| may be operated; as and for the purpose speei-:_ o
tied. .
‘3. In an oil-can, a filling - aperture, D), its

fall into the slot s, (hereinbefore mentioned,) { wall provided:with a notch, s, a dlschar{re

"~ when the parts Wlll assume the p051t10n Sh(m i

1ts ¢ arms, a - spring,

o

45
spout, C, a pivoted lever, E, a valve, ¢, car- =

ried upon one of its arms, a spring, p, for nor-

aperture, and thus to engage the stopper in a

Speclﬁed
4. Inan oil-can, a filling aperture, D, and 2

ver, I, and a StOpper, F, and a valve, ¢, at-

‘tached to opposite arms of said lever in such o
~manner that the stopper may operate thesaid :

lever, and thereby the said valve,to remove it

57

when desired, *

55

dlSCh‘lI‘ge -spout, G, in comblmtmn with a le-

50

{rom 1ts seat.-upon the discharge- SpOﬂt as and

fm the purpose specified.
. CHARLES H. STRAI‘PIN._'

| GI‘O L ROBPRTSON |
W’1tnesse& | -
 EDMUND S. Mosg

(GEORGE CHAMBERS
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