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- tion thereof, reference bemg had to the qccom- _
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BOQT OR SHOE.

%PEC‘IFIC’ATION 1011111119* mut of Letters Patent I’il'c: 385 218 datec‘l June 20, 1888

Almhmtmn filml Uay %8, 1‘1'87 Sﬂrml "\Tn 239, Gﬁn

("\ﬂ nmdel )

To all whomy it MLy CONCern: -
Be 1t known that I, Gizorgr VALIA‘\T of

Toronto, in the county of York, and in the |

vamce of 0111:'1110 Canada, h:we invented

cerfain new and useful Impr ovements in Boots |
or Shoes; and I do hereby declare that the

followmg is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

pdnying dmwmgs 10 which—

Figure 1 shows a front pexslaecilve view of |

a portion of a shoe provided with myimproved

- lace-hole strip; Fig. 2, a detail perspective

view showing the inner or under side of the

- strip as qpphed to the shoe; Fig. 3, a trans-

verse sectional view on line z 2 of IMig. 2 ‘111(1

Fig. 4 a detail enlarged view of the smp be-
fore attachment to the shoe.

Letters of like name and kind refer to ]1]@:@'

~ parts in each of the figures.
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The object of my invention is to provide an

improved laece-hole strip for boots or shoes:
and to this end my invention consists in the

- lace-hole strip and the construction, arrange-
ment, and combination of the parts thexeor’ as
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hereinafter specified. |

With the lace-hole strip as heletofom made
and now on the market,it has been customary
to provide each sirip with a series of lace-holes
extending part way up its length and with a
series of]acmn -hooks extending from the end
of theseries of lflce holesu pward Such hooks,
besideshavi ngtobeeachspecially and securely
fastened in p]ace are objectionable as present-
Ing a series of projections for the bottom of the
trousers to catch on. Such projecting hooks

~are not only liable to cateh the bottom of the

trousersand prevent them from lying smoothly
over the front of the shoe, as is desirable, but

- they are apt to cause wear ing out and fr aying

.40

of such bottom.
The special object of my mventmu s to do

- away with.these lace or lacing hooks, with their

50

objectionable features, as stated abwe and to

“provide other means for receiving and holding

the laces, which shall be neat and comfortable
shall 11013 present any projections for eatchmﬂ‘
and fraying or wearing the trousers- bottom
and shall allow of the 1eady and quick remov‘ﬂ

or putting on and fastening of the shoe with--

oub dlsenﬂ‘amun‘ ‘md engaging the 1‘10@5 with

)

the lace- recewmfr demces as is the plaetlce

where lace- hooks are nsed.

In the drawings, A A llGSlgHatB the \"unp'

or quarter of a boot or shoe,and B the upper,

to which the vamp or qmrtel is atfached in

the usual or any desired way. |
C C designate the two opposite and corre-
Spondlnﬂ l‘me hole strips, which are faqtu]ed*

to the vamyp or quarter edges by two flaps, e/, -
along the attaching-edge of each strip in the

6o

same manner asthe lace hole strip set forth in
my pending application for United States Pat-

ent, Serial No. 234,405. Like the button-hole

and lace-holestrips deseribed and shownin that

application, each of my improved lace-hole

strips. covered in the present application is

made of a single strip of strong leather cub to

the proper curve. |
As described and shown in my said qpph
cation, each of these strips C C is split along

1ts inner or attaching edge, 50 as to form the

two attaching-flaps alonm sneh edge, and the
inner or undel one of these flaps is Il]‘lde wider
than the other.

ornamental appearance when attached to the
quarter-edge, which it overlaps.

The lace- hole strip having been put in place
on the quarter-edge, with the scalloped outer
flap, ¢, ovellappmn and the wider under or

inner ﬂap, ¢, extending under such edge, it is

fastened in place by the line of sbltu?hmg D,
passing through the two flaps and the quar-
ter-edge, and plefemb]y following the scal-

loped do'e of the outer flap, ¢, as shown in

the dmwnws
The edﬂ*e of the shoe- lmm'ET I, where stich

is used, is covu*ed by the under flap, ¢', which

Ktends under it, and is fastened to such fap
by means of Stltchmf‘-“ K.

Each stup 18 pl"OVIC]e(] with the series of
lace-holes ¢* ¢*, stamped through the leather,
with embessmg around them to imitate stiteh-
ing, and present a neat and ornamental : '1p
pearance.

Instead of the usual series of lace-hooks ex-
tending up from the end of the series of lace-
holes, iny improved strip has a series of flat

-]eathel loops, ¥ I'.  Such loops are formed of
'1)1(1](%(3[111

pieces or tongues of leather F, lett

The outer flap in the present
| case is shown as sealloped,to make a neat and
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along the outer edge of the strip, as shown in | allows easy and ready loosening and removing 45

Fig. 4, when the strip-blank 1s first cut out.
These tongues are bent back upon the strip
and fastened by stitching G, thus making a

series of flat loops along the edge of the strip.

I prefer to turn the tongues I F under the
strip when forming the loops, but do not limit
myself to such construction, as the loops can
obviously be made also by bending said
tongues up over the strip and fastening their
ends to the outer or front side thereof. With
the tongues turned under, as first described,
the loops are on the under side of the strip

and out of the way, so as to leave a smooth

plane face along the outer side of the strip.

I prefer to make the loops on the strip be-
fore the latter is attached to the quarter-edge;
and in order to avoid the appearance on the
front of the strip of the stitches which fasten
the ends of the loop pieces or tongues, I make
such stitches only pass through the inner or

under flap, ¢/, as shown in Fig. 3, instead of

- through the entire thickness of the strip.
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With my lace-hole strips made and attached
as described, the laces are for the last four or
five lacings drawn through the lcops I I, a3
shown in the drawings, Fig. 1, being alter-
nately crossed over between the two strips.

- 'When the boot or shoe is to be removed, it
is not necessary to withdraw the laces {rom

the loops.” Upon simply untying them and

35
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pulling the quarters apart the lacing slips ;

easily through the loops. o
“"When the boot or shoe is on aund is to be

tightened, it is only necessary to draw upon

the ends of the laces in order to pull the strips
C C and the quarters together.
If desired, an additional lace-hole can be

provided at the upper end of each lace-hole

strip, as shown in the drawings, and the ends
of the lacing can be passed through such holes.

With my lace-hole strips, as shown and de-
scribed, I secure a uneaft, simple, cheap, and
efficient fastening for boots or shoes, which

or putting on and tightening of the shoe, as
desired. S S

Having thus deseribed my invention,what 1
claim is— |

1. A lace-hole strip of leather having a se- 50
ries of independent tongues bent back on the
strip and separately fastened to the body of
the strip, so as to form loops for the. lacing,
substantialiy as and for the purpose set forth.

2. A lace-hole strip having the serles of 35

lace-holes along its lower portion and the se-
ries of loops along its upper portion, substan-
tially as and for the purpose shown.

3. In combination with the quarter of a boot
or shoe, the two'strips on the quarter-edges, 60
each provided with the series of lacing-holes
on their lower portions and with the series of
loops for the lacing along their upper portions,
substantially asand for the purpose specified.

4. In combination with the quarter of a boot 03
or shoe, the strips fastened on the quarter-
edges,each provided with a series of lace-holes,
a series of loops made of tongues of the strip
folded back and fastened to the strip at their
ends and with a lace-hole above the series of 70
loops, substantially as and for the purpose
shown. - | |

5. In combination with the quarter of a boot
or shoe, the lacing-strips fastened on the quar-
ter-edges, provided with series of lacing-loops 73
made of tongues on the strips folded back and
fastened, such loops being situated, substan-
tially as described, that those on one strip
conte directly opposite those on the other strip,

substantially as and for the purpose described. 30

‘In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have herecunto set my hand this 20th day of
May, A. D. 1887.

GEORGE VALIANT.

Witnesses:
HiLMER P. HOWE,
LoUurs BECKHARDT.
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