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To all whom it may concern: ;
Be it known that I, FREDERICK W. C. MAC-
- DONALD, a subject of the Queen of Great Brit-
ain, residing in Chicago, in the county of Cook
5 and State of Illinois, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Rein-Holders, of which
the following is a specification. |
- My invention relates to improvements in
rein-holders. | o |

to  The object of my invention is to provide an |

efficient rein-holder of a simple, strong, and
durable construction and of an ornamental ap-
pearance which may be readilyattached to the
dash-board of the vehicle, and which will se-
¢ curely hold the reins without marring or 1n-
juring them, and at thesame time admit of the

reins being easily and quicklyinserted or taken

ott.

20 tallie box frame-piece adapted to be secured

- to the dash-board, having a transverse vertical

slob to receive the reins, and provided with a
pair of toggle acting spring levers or jaws fur-
nished with yielding cushions at their adjoin-
25 ing ends to close upon the reinsand hold them
securely., =~ | | -

It also consists in the novel devieces and novel .

combinationsof partsand devices hereinshown

and described, and more particularly pointed

30 ouf in the claims. | |
In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, and in which simi-

lar letters of reference indicate-like parts, Fig-

ure 1 is a perspective view of a rein-holder
35 embodying my invention. Fig. 2isa horizon-
tal longitudinal section. Figs. 3 and 4 are
cross-sections on lines 3 3 and 4 4, respectively,
of Fig. 2. Tig. 5 is a detail side elevation.
Fig. 6 is a detail view of one of the end clamp-

- 40 posts by which the holder is attached to the
dash-board. Tig. 7 is a detail view of one of

the toggle-lever - acting spring-jaws which
pipeh or hold the reins. - Fig. 8 is a modifica-

_ tion, and Fig. 9 a cross-section on line 9 9 of
45 Fig. 8. C |

In said drawings, A represents the frame-
piece, box, or case in or upon which the tog-
ole-lever-acting rein - holding jaws B B are
mounted. The part A is provided with a trans-

50 verse vertical slot, a, wide enough to receive |

‘the reins C C, and it is preferably made In

To this end my invention cousists in a me-

|

about the form indicated in the d-mwilngs,ﬂﬁe : ::'--'j;

of the vertical sides being in the form of a -
double ogee curve and the other straight. The
box or case A is preferably made in threesep- 55
arate pieces, the curved side, top, and bottom =
being cast in one piece, and the straight side
being composed of two short plates, A’ A'..  ~
The plates A’ A’ of the box havedovetail edges
« «, which fit in corresponding dovetail 6¢c
orooves, «* &', formed at the edge of the top
and bottom parts of the box or case A. The
oroove «* in the bottom does not extend across -
the space of the vertical slot a, a short shoul-
der, ¢*, being left for the ends of the plates A’ 65
A’ toabut against. As the plates A" A’ do

not quite meet at the middle of the box, the

space between their adjacent ends forms the

| transverse vertical slot a inf; this wall or side .
of the box. The curved part of the box A 1s 72
furnished at each end with wide grooves b, in°

which the spring toggle-levers B B ft,so that
the plates A" A’ may fit flush against the
straight ends of the curved part A of the box.

Bolts or screws )’ pass through the parts A A’ 75

of the box and through a slot, b, in the flat =
springs B, and thus hold the parts of the box
securely together and firmly clamp the flat
springs B between-them. The slots * in the
ends of the toggles or springs B Bserve to per- 8o
mit the adjoining ends of the same to be ad- .
justed closer together or farther apart, asmay
be necessary to properly receive and hold thick
or thin reins. -~
The toggle rein-holders B B are preferably 85
made, as before stated, of flat- springs, and -
they should be eurved about as indicated in
Fig. 2, so that they will normally remain about
in the position indicated insaid figure. These -
toggle-acting rein-holders B B are furnished gc
at their adjoining ends with grip surfaces or -
cushions ¥°, of rubber or other somewhat soft -

yielding or elastic material, so as to better
hold the reins and to prevent the surface of
the reins being marred or injured. These 93

cushion or grip faces * may be conveniently

| secured on the ends of the flat springs B.-by

cross-plates b* 0, of thin sheet metal, and riv- -

‘ets 1%, two or more of which should extend

through the rubber cushion »*. - L IC
r frame A are fur--

The ends of the box

nished with dovetail tenons ¥, which fit in




2

longitudinal dovetail grooves d, formed in the |
posts or attachment-pieces D, so that said box
“may be readily and firmly secured to said’
posts. The posts D are furnished with two
; clips, d', adapted to fit astride the dash-board
F, to which said clips are secured by bolts or
rivets d°. The clips d' are furnished with a
curve or enlargement, d°, to fit the top rail, 7,
of the dash-board F. -

In the modification shown in TFig. 8 the
posts D are provided with a dovetail groove,
d*, instead of and as an equivalent for the
clips d’. Jn this construction the dash-bhoard
1s provided with a rectangular recess at its
; top, In which the frame or box A fits, the top
rall, f, of this dash-board being bent down at |
right angles, and thus forming guides f’, which
it 1n the dovetail groove d*. - |

In operation, the lines C C being placed in |
the slot ¢ of the frame between the ends of the
toggle-acting rein-holders B B, the least for-
- wvard movement of the reins will pull the le-
vers B B forward inte the position indicated
by the dotted lines in Fig. 2, when they will
- firmlypinchorgrip thereins between them,and
thushold them. AsthetogglesB Baresprings,
they of course remain normally in their re-
tracted position, ready to receive the reins be-
tween them. The rubber or elastic cushions
b° b serve to cause the toggle rein-holders B
B to readily take hold, so to speak, of the |
relns, and to prevent any slipping of the reins
through them before they are drawn forward
into position to firmly grip the reins.

It is preferable, of course, to employ two
toggle rein-holders, B B; but one of them may !
be omitted, and the other will then operate to
clamp the reins against the rigid wall of the
slot @, and thus hold the reins. |

I claim— -

1. The rein-holder consisting in the combi-
nation of a suitable frame with a toggle-acting
rein-clamping lever mounted thereon, said
clamping-lever being provided with a yield-
Ing cushion onits end to bear against the reins,
substantially as specified. |

2. The combination, with a box or frame
having a transverse vertical slot, of a pair of

|
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toggle-acting rein-clamping spring levers or
L] bn L] b L ] - - m L] b - ]
Jaws furnished with yielding cushions on their 5o

ends, substantially as specified.

3. 'I'he combination, with a box formed of
part A, with plates A’ A’.dovetailed thereto,
and provided with a transverse vertical slot,

a, of toggle-acting spring rein-holders B B, x5
substantially as specified. |

4. The combination, with a box formed of
part A, with plates A’ A" dovetailed thereto,
and provided with a transverse vertical slot,
a, of toggle-acting spring rein-holders B B, €o
furnished with cushions ¢’ 0* at their adjoin-
ing ends, substantially as specified.

b. The combination, with a box formed of
part A, with plates A" A’ dovetailed thereto,
and provided with a transverse vertical slot, 63
a, of toggle-acting spring rein-holders B B,
farnished with cushions 6* ¥* at their adjoin-
1ug ends, and attachment posts D D, furnished
with dovetail grooves d, said box having dove-
tall tenons at its ends fitting in said grooves, 70
substantially as specified. |

6. The combination, with a box formed of
part A, with plates A" A’ dovetailed thereto,
and provided with a transverse vertical slot,

a, of toggle-acting spring rein-holders B B, 75
furnished with cushions 0* §* at their adjoin-
Ing ends, and attachment-posts D D, furnished
with dovetail grooves d, said box having dove-
tail tenons at its end fitting in said grooves,
and said posts D being provided with clips d' 8o
d, for securing the same to the dash board,
substantially as specified.

7. The rein-holder consisting of a pair of
toggle-acting levers furnished with cushions
on thelr adjoining ends to bear against the 85
reing, substantially as specified. o

8. The combination, with posts D, adapted
to be secured to the dash-board and provided
with dovetail grooves d, of a rein-holder frame
having ends furnished with tenons to fit in go
sald dovetail grooves, substantially as speci-
fied. | |

FREDERICK W. C. MACDONATLD.

Witnesses:
IEDMUND ADCOCK,
H. M. MUNDAY.
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