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UNrTED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

EDMUND FRANCIS, OF AUSTIN, ILLINOIS.

COUNTER-ILLUMINATING ROOM.. -

SPECIPICATION formmg part of Letters Patent No. 384 903 dated J une 19 1883

7o all whom it 79my cOnCern: . -

Be it known that 1, KDMUND FRANOIS, re-
siding at Austin;-in the county of -Cook and
State of Illinois, ::'md a subject of the Queen of

‘Great Britain, have invented eertain new and

aaaaa

useful Impr ovements in Counter -Illuminating

- Rooms, of which the following is a specifica-

tion, reference being had to the accompanymg
dlawmcrs in Wthh-—-—-
F]gure 1 is a perspective view with a pmt

“of the side curtain and adjoining shelf broken

away. Fig. 2is a front elevation with some

20

of the pa1te broken away, and also showmg

one mirror up and one down. Blg 3 1s a 8ec-
tional view on line 2 2 of Fig. 2. .
In the mercantile business it is 0ften neces
sary to show the effect of artificial lights upon
articles being displayed—such as snks, wool-
ens, plain and spangled tissues, jewelry, or

'other fancy articles—as well as the effect ot

daylight upon them, and it is very desirable
that the change of llﬂ"ht be easily and quickly

- made in the department of the store where the

25

articles are stored, and that the articles be dis-
played with the least possible handllng under
the best arrangement of lights. =

The object of my invention is to. pmvlde, in
combination with shelving, an illuminating-

- room wherein the effects of artificial light

30

npon displayed goods can be readily shown,

the parts of which recom, when not in use, can

~ be pushed back into or parblj, into and partly

~ against the shelving, which I accomplish by

35
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providing, in combination with shelving, a
movable frame which carries a curtain on each
side ‘and can be drawn out to form an illumi-
nating-room, and when not in use can be
pushed b&ek and by providing other devices,
all as illustrated in the dlawmcrs and herem
after described.

That which T claim as new will be pointed

oub in the claims.

In the drawings, A repr eeents the ordmar‘y.

counter of a store-room.

B is the shelvmﬂ of the sa]es -room for the
goods. |

C are two vertical Opemngs or passages
formed in the shelving at such distances apart

" to include the width of shelvmg and counter

%0

which it ig deswed to 1nclude in the 11]ummat
ing- -Toom. | |

‘ :

%
i

‘in brackets c.
side of the frame- -piece D..

'E are end frame- pleces connectmﬂ the ends.'_

of the side pieces, D.

way of the salesman. The:

guide a will be Supported by two

the casters d are passing to or from the counter = .
A, thus preventing any sagging of the fmme}j:;.f-;,
80

H are side curtains, made of velvet or othe1
suitable material, attaclled to the side pieces, -
D, and posts F, so arranged as to slide back - -
mto the 0pen1ngs C when the irame is pushed';_; -

.and insuring the easy sliding of the frame.

back out of use, as shown in Fig. 2

I is a rope or cord which is attached to the-:
rear end piece H and passes over a pulle;,;;’ R
f, ab the rear of the opening between the up- .
per shelf and cellmu e, then back to the front . .
of the opening, SO " that by pulling on this g
rope I the frame can be drawn back outof use. =

J is a rope or cord attached to the rear end -
piece B and extending out in front of shelv- .=~
ing, by which rope or 00161 the f1ame can, be;'_:';

| 95-

pulled or drawn out.
K is @ mirror arranged on the 11151de ef the

| front end piece H, 80 as to f*eﬂect the llghb of

the electric lamp g.
L is a sliding shelf arr anged in the shel vmg

B and held in place by a pin, h, Whlch shdes IOC

in a slof, ¢, in the shelving.

M are mirrors hm ged to ehdl ng pleces Whlch o

D are side frame pleces shdmg mto the ver-
‘tical slots C near the top, each piece D being -
supported by a guide, a, which 1is supported = -
‘between grooved wllersb which aresupported 55
The gmdes a. may be on elther Gt

F are posts or stendmds one ab each flOIlﬁ_ €c
corner of the frame formed. by the pieces Dand =~
E. These posts or standards F are provided
with casters d, which rest u pon the (.ounter A .
! when the flame is-drawn out. | | =
H is a covering over the frame fmmed by.": R
'the pieces D and E and the frame thus formed
‘and covered is supported by the: guldes ¢gand. -
rollers b between the upper shelf and the ceil-
ing e of the sales-room, so that when the frame -
18 drawn out, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, the
casters of the posts or st*mdards F will rest 0 pon . - -
the counter A, and when the. frame is pushed,;-;"
back out of use the standards F will beincon- = -
tact with the front of the shelving B, out of the.
grooved rollers b

70
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are arranged at such distances apart that the =~
sets while .




in place by pms J» which shde 1n slots %, as

shown 1n I‘Jﬂ* e

N are Shdmn‘ rods for dmplaym goods |
In use the fmme 1s drawn out by pullmg on:
the cord J, so that the casters d of the posts

R or. standqrds I" will rest upon the counter A,

pRiel

R . upon the ‘11"131(31(35
A S

~and the curtains H close the sides, thus f@rm-:

ing a room closed on all sides, e*z:cept in front,
where the spectator sits.

rors K and M onto thearticles being o displayed,
thus showi ing the effects of the ar tlﬁcml llghts;
Anylﬂnd of artificial light
can be used, as desired. The %11‘111(’1‘611161113 of

the light ¢ and mirrors K and M in relation |

N ; to the shelves I and rods N is such that the

20

- “light will be thrown onto the articles, so that

the person in front of the countm A wﬂl see
the best effects of the light.: o |

“When the ﬂlumnntmo room is no lonﬂers

. debired the mirrors M, shelves L, and rods N

- are pushed back into then places in the shelv-

. ing, and then by pulling on the rope I the
25

~ into the opening above the Shelvmg, the cm-:

frame of the illuminating-room is drawn back

- tams Ppassing into the openings C.

_40

‘As shown in Fig. 8, the device is in connee-

o | tlon with a double row of shelvi 1ng, which al-

lows sufficient room for the side pieces, D, to.
pass entirely within the opening above the

~shelving; but it is evident that it can be used
~with a single row of shelves by shortening the

pileces D or by using par ﬂllel mtelloclmw bars.
or telescoping bars.

The room can be decorated as desired, and
when in use or out of use it does not interfere
with the other departments, and a hlack lining
may be applied to the curtains.

I have shown and described that which T

believe to be the best mechanism for produc-
ing the desired results; but certain modifiea- |

.by Letters Patent, is—

The lamp ¢ JSj |
lighted, and the light is reﬂected by the mir-

384,903

slide between the doublesheh ‘ing and are held ! tions can readily be made w1bh0ub depdltllw |

from the spirit of my invention. |
~What I claim as new, and desue to secure 45'

1. The combmatmn mth the shelwnﬂ* B,' .

having vertical recesses C, of a sliding 1"1a,me- o
-consmtmﬂ' of side pieces, D, movably sup-

ported in the upper part of Sal(l recesses and
conrected by end pieces, I, and the curtains

50

H, supported by said ifl?m:ne, ‘whereby, when : '

said frame and curtains are drawnout in front =
| of the shelving, a darkened room will be
formed for the display of goods: by 'llt]ﬁLl‘Ll
light, substantially as descrlbed

2 The combination of the shelvmn‘ B hm - 5 .

mg vertical recesses C, the sliding s1de pieces, -
D, movably s uppmted in the npper part of

said recesses and connected by end pieces E, 60- 5

the side enrmlm, H, supported by the Slde
pieces, D, the mirror K, supported on. the in-
ner side of the front end piece I, the mirror
M, supported by the shelving o
whereby an artificially- 111um1nnted room may 63: S
be formed in front of ‘the shelving when the
curtains H and: their <supp01ts are. dmwn out
s:ub%t‘mtmlly as described. = -

, and a lamp, g,

3. The combination, w lth Lhe con nter A and

the shelving B, h::wmﬂ‘ vertical recesses C, of 7u: i

a sliding frame compesed of side pieces, D,

moy *tb]y supported in the upper part of said

recesses, the connecting end pileces, K, and the
front corner posts, T, fulanned to rest on the
counter when the said l’:ame is drawn out in
front of the shelving, the side curtains,

. 75
- II, S
supported by the sliding frame, and the mir-
rors I M and Jamp g, located in the space in-
closed by said frame and curtains, substan-

tially as described.
EDMUND FRANCIS.

Witnesses:
HARRY T. JONES,
ALBERT H. ADAMS,
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