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To all whom zt TNAY COMCETIV: -
Be it known that I, JAMES W. LANGFORD,

-of Nashville, in the connty of Davidson and

State offTennesSee, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Letter- Boxes; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,

~clear, and exact description of the same, ref-

10

erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification, and
to the ﬁﬂ*mes and lettels of reference marked

- thereon.
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This invention has for its object to pr ewde

a cheap and convenient letter-box, adapted

particularly to be secured to the door-jambs
of private houses to receive mail matter dis-

tributed by the postman; and the said inven-
tion consists in certain novel details of con-

struetion and combinations and arrangements |
 of parts,to be hereinafter deseribed, and point-

ed out particularly in the elalms at the end
of this specification. |

In the accompanying drawmgs Flgure 1
represents a front elevation of a letter-box

- construeted in accordance with myinvention.
25
of Flg 1.

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same, TFig. 3
is a cross-sectional view taken on the line z 2
Fig. 41s a se(,tlen on the line 7 Y Yy

Fig. 2

Similar letters of reference in the several ﬁg |
ures indicate the same parts.

- The box proper, preferably formed of thin

“cast-iron, is mounted on awooden base-board,

A, and IS formed of the side pieces, B, which

-extend the enfire length of the box end are

. 35

and areund said opening is a flange, d, to ald

cut away at the top in a curve to accommo-

date the top C. This top C has an opening, |
-t trance of water and dirt into the box, I pro-

D, therein, through which the mail is inserted,

in keeping out the dirt and water, as wﬂl be

40

readily understood.
Upon referring to Fig. 3 it will be seen thet
the top C is extended down a short distance

over the front of the box in a flange or ex-

tension, B, through lugs on the edges of which

SCrew- bolts E’ pass back into the base A, to |
hold the top part of the box firmly together’
This front extension

and in proper position. |
of the top, of course, is not absolutely essen-

~ tial, as a separate piece may be used instead

of the flange E, and the top secured in posi-
tion in any of the well-known ways; butit will

‘bolts Ti* pass to secure the pari ts fir mly in po-

[t Ty

| some advantages in that it holds the palts__f -_
more firmly in 1)0%113101’1 ‘md 1educes Lhe 1111-_ L G
55

At the bottom the f ront of the box is formed e
by a section, G, which is extended down some
distance below the bottom of the boxin the =~ . .
form of an apron, G, preferably set a little
6o i
‘to form a sl}ep H, on the ingide, upon which -

tial cost.

back of the general plene of the front in order

the front edge of the bottom I rests. The sec- ;'
tion G is also provided with lugs similar to
those on-the top section,through which screw-

sition at the bottom. I close the space be-
tween the section & of the top and the section
G at the boitom by a door,K,having small lugs
L on its inner face near oneedge, through Whlch'[
pintles pass into lugs ¥/ on the sides or sec-.

tions It and G to form huwes upon Whleh the;: ":5

door swings. |
In order to lock the doel in eloeed pesmwn
a lug is formed on one of the sides, Wthh

passes through a slot in the forward edﬂ*e of 75
‘the door and Thasa padleeh h, peseeql thr()ucrh o

its end, as shown clearly in Fig. 1. =
Back of the apron G’ is a reeeptacle, L, for

the reception of newspapers, packages &c, S
“too large to pass through the opening in the 80

box-top, and which, for the sake of cheapness,
is made in the form of a tube, secured to the
base byscrews I. Back of and either above or .' -

below this receptaele I locate a bell, M, with .
a pull wire and ring, M/, with which the post- 3
| man can notify the eecupants of the house L

that he has left mail matter in the box.
As an additional sefeguard against the en-

vide it with a cover, N, having ﬂenges N’, ex- 9
tending down over all the edges of the box atb
the top and made as ornamental as desired..
The cover is hinged to the box at the back by

a long bolt, O, passing through the flanges of -

‘the cover at the side and throucrh the hwhest 9 5
points of the sides, as shown. DR
The large doorin the front of the bex 18 plO- :

vided with two openings, P and Q, for the re-
ception of panels on whwh the number of the
house and the occupant’s name are to be paint-

be found that the first-named constructlon has | seen

100 .
ed, while the section G of the front is formed =
with a circular opening havingslats R therein,

threun*h which the contents of the box mey be SN REE o
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Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18— |

1. In a letter-box, the combination, with the
base, sides, and front, of a sloping top having
a flanged aperture therein, a sloping coverly-
ing over said top with flanges extending down
on the sides and front of the box, and a bolt

~on which said cover hinges passing through

sald flanges and the top of the box, substan-
tially as described.

2. T'he combination, with a letter-box, of a
front section extending below the bottom of
the box,and a receptacle for newspapers, pack-
ages, &c., located behind sald extension, sub-
stantially as described.

384,698

3. The combination, with a letter-box, of 4
front section extended down below the bot-
tom of the box on a plane slightly back of the
general plane of the front, whereby a step is 2o
formed on the inside upon which the front
edge of the bottom rests, substantially as de-
scribed. | | |

4, The combination,with a letter-box and a
front section extending below the bottom of 25
the same, of a tubular receptacle located be-
hind said extension,substantially as described.

JAMES W. LANGFORD.

Withesses:
E. B. DUVAL,
JAS. S. PILCHER.
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