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To all whom it maly coTCerit:

Be it known that I, ROBERT NICOL, Jr., a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Twine-Holders, of which the follow-
ing is a specification. |

My invention relates to an improvement n

the class of devices commonly employed 1n

merchandising - establishments as receptacles

for the twine in balls used for tying packages;

and it relates more particuiarly to an 1mprove-
ment in the kind of device of the class men-
tioned adapted to be suspended to extend into
position where ready access may be had to the
Ioose end of the twine which projects from the
receptacie, | |

The more common construction of twine-

" holder of the kind last referred to is that of a
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transversely-divided hollow body, usually in
the form, or substantially in the form, of a hol-
low sphere the two separate halves or partsof
which are held together by clampling, screw-

ing, or the like,whereby they are separable to
permit the insertion of a ball of twine, and ad-

justable one upon the other to connect them,
‘and thus form the desired closed twine-recep-
tacle, through the lower part of which a loose |

end of the ball is caused normally to extend.
The objection to the general form of twine-
holder of which that described is an example
consists in the necessity, incidental to the con-
struction, of manipulating it with both hands
to separate the parts when it is desired to open
the device for the insertion of the twine and
close it again after said insertion, operations
which are attended with some difficulty and
inconvenience. Another, and perhaps the
principal, objection is that the lower part 1s

» liable to accidental separation from the upper

when the device is suspended and may do
damage in falling. |

~ The object of my improvement is to mate-
rially lessen the difficulty and render conven-
ient the operations of opening and closing
twine-holders and overcome the other objec-
tion referred to by adapting them while sus-
pended to close by their own weight and open
by raising them, whereby the tension of their

flexible medium of suspension is slackened to |

permit the parts to separate. |
Tn the drawings, Figure 1 presents a twine-
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holder of my improved construction in elevas
tion, suspended by a cord, and shows by dot-
ted lines a modification and the projecting end

l of a ball of twine. (Notshown.) Fig. 2 pre-
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sents the same as Fig. 1, but shows the twine-
holder containing a ball of twine as opened
by being raised by hand to slacken the ten-
sion of the suspension-cord and permit the €o
hinged parts to spread asunder upon the hinge;
and Fig. 8 shows a bottom end view of the
twine-holder provided with a tenston-device
detail for the free projecting end of the ball of
twine. 65

A isthe twine-holder, which I prefer to make
of metal, though other material—such as wood,
ivory, and the like—may be used, but is not so
desirable. |

While I do not limit myself to any partien- 7o
lar form for the device, at least 1n the sense
that the limitation to form shall not be more
than that the device must be hollow to atford
a receptacle and be construocted in parts, 1
prefer the shape of a sphere or prolate spher- 73
oid, as illustrated, comprising two parts or
hemispheriedl portions, » and »', having open-
ings in them of different designs for purposes
of ornament and to remove superfiuous mate-
| rial. At corresponding ends the parts » and 8c
v are provided, respectively, with laterally-
perforated lugs ¢ and ¢, the perforations in
which coincide when the ends provided with
the lngs are adjusted together, and a rivet, p,
is passed through the lugs to held the two 85
parts of the device together by a pivotal or
hinged joint formed by the perforated lugs
and rivet. Any other form of binged joint
than that shown and described which will an-
swer the purpose is included as within myin- go
vention. The end of the part » opposite that
provided with the lug ¢ hasaneye, ¢, provided
with a horizontal lip, ¢/, extending from near
its base, and the adjacent end of the parts”
has an eye, n, coincident with the eye o and g5
preferably bent toward the latter, as shown, to
extend to the line of division of the parts »
and .

C is the cord or other flexible medium of
suspension,which may be knotted at oneend, 102
as shown at z, and passed from its opposite end
through both eyes o and n, when the knot
forms a stop at the eye o (though the stop may
| obviously be otherwise provided) and the op-
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While I prefer {or obvious reasons to make
my improved device in two parts, it is within 35
the spirit of my invention to make it in more -
than two parts hinged together to operate in
the manner described.. |

What I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s— | 40

1. A twine-holder comprising, in combina-
tion, a hollow body formed in parts » and +,

- hinged together at corresponding ends, an eye

on one of the said parts near the oppositeend,
and a suspension-cord, or the like, C, con- 45
nected to the other of the said parts and passed
through the said eye,whereby when the holder

posite end is fastened, as by means of a serew- |
eye, m, secured to an object from which it is
~desired to suspend the twine-holder. When
thussuspended,the weightof thetwine-holder,

5 which maintains the cord C taut, closes the de-
vice by bringing the parts » and » together,
when the lip o’ extends, for the usaal purpose
of such a device, over the edge of the part +".
The same end will be subserved if the cord C
be passed through both eyes 0 and » and the
twine-holder be suspended from opposite ends
of the cord, as indicated by means of dotted
lines in Tigs. 1 and 2, or in any analogous
manner. Inany casethetwine-holderis main-
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15 tained closed by its own weight, is opened by | is suspended on the cord C 16 18 closed Dy its
the operation of the parts » and + when lifted, | own weight on the suspension-cord and opens

- asindicated in Ifig. 2, to permit readily the | by raising it to relax the suspension-cord, sub- sc

- 1nsertion of a ball of twine, B, and again closed | stantially as described.

automatically by falling when released. 2. A twine-holder comprising, in combina-

20  To afford a slight resistance to the unwind- | tion, a hollow body formed in parts 7 and »',
ing operation when the projecting endof the | hinged together at corresponding ends and
ball B is drawn out to produce a length suffi- | provided with eyes 0 and » near the opposite &5
cient for tying, and thereby prevént the un- | ends,and a suspension-cord, or the like, C, ex-
winding of a greater length of the twine than | tending through the said eyes, whereby when

25 is required, I provide a tension device com- | the holder is suspended on the eord C it is

prising two eyes, k and %/, on the lower end of
the twine-holder at opposite sides of and trans-
verse to the lugs ¢ and ¢/, and cause the pro-

~ Jeeting end [ of the twine to pass through both
30 eyes, whereby the friction of the twine in the

closed by its own weight on the suspension-
cord, and opens by raising it to relax the sus- 6o
pension-cord, substantially as described.

ROBERT NICOL, Jr.

latter and against the surface of the device
over which it passes affords the desired degree
of resistance.

In presence of—
J. W. DYRENTORTH,
CHAS. H. GORTON.
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