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To all whom & may concerm:

Be it kpnown that I, JAcoB J. UNBEHEND,
of Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, in
the State of New York, have invented new and

5 useful Improvements in Spring Shoe-Clasps,
of which the following, taken in connectlon
with the accompanying drawings, is a full,
clear, and exact description. |

My invention relates to improvements in

10 spring-clasps adapted for use upon areties,
overshoes, and the like articles, and the ob-
ject is to provide a simple, efficient, and eco-
nomically-constructed spring-clasp which will
prodnee the desired result and shall be very

15 econonmically manufactured; and to this end
the invention consists in the eombination, in a
spring-clasp, of a base-plate having its side
edges bent substantially at right angles to the
main portion of the plate, and the bent parts

20 provided with notches or indentations for the
reception of the tongue-pivots, a hook-shaped
tongue having cam or flattened pivots seated
in the notches or indentations in the angular
edees of the base-plate, and a supporting

25 spring-plate connected to the base-plate by

- suitable fastening means and bearing on the-

tongue, thereby retaining the tongue-pivots

in the notches formed in the bent edges of the

base-plate, all as hereinafter more fully de.
3¢ scribed, and pointed out in the clalms.

In specifying my invention reference is had
to the accompanying drawings, forming a part
of thisspecification, like letters indicating cor-
responding parts in all the views, In which—
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spring-clasp, illustrating the general construc-
tion and arrangement of the parts, the hold-
ing tongue or lever being open for the pur-
pose of showing the operation of the spring-

10 plate on the pivots of the holding lever or
tengue. Fig. 2 is a like view, in which the
base-plate having the bent angular edges is
reversed in construction to that shown in Fig.
1: in other words, in Fig. 1 the basc-plate is

4t shown to be the upper plate, with the angular
edges bent down and provided with the pivot-
sockets, while in Tig. 2 the base-plate is
underneath, and the angular edges are bent up
on the inside and provided with the notches
50 forming the pivot-sockets with the spring-

IFFigure 1 is an edge view of my improved

!

!

plate resting on the end of the Look-shaped
tongue. Tig. 3 is an isometrie view illustrat-

ing a further modification in which the base-

plate is construected substantially stmilar to
the form shown in Tig. 1, excepting that the
spring-plate is provided with coincident for-
wardly-projecting arms bearing on the flat-
tened pivots of the tongue. Fig. 4 shows the
blank of the base-plate, and Fig. 5 the spring-
plate of the construction illustrated in Fig. 2.

¢ denotes the base-plate previded with a
forwardly-extending bifurcation and arms ¢’
.
with sidewise-projecting extensions d d', hav-

| ing notehes n opposite each other in the said

extensions. The extensions d d are bent atb
substantialivright angles to the main portion
of the base-plate «, so that the notches n pro-
ject vertically and form seats for the piveotsp
of the hook-shaped-tongune t. The tongue?1s
provided with cam-shaped or flattened pivots
p, formed preferably from the material from

‘which the tongue itself is struck up, and the

said pivots p are seated in the notches or 1n-
dentations n in the base-plate, as shown ab
Figs. 1, 2, and 3. In order to support the
tongue on the base-plate, and to retain the
pivots p thereof in their seat in the notches or
indentationsn, 1 provide a spring-piate, b, hav-
ing an extension or extensions, ¢, which bear
on the tongue and retain the pivots in the
notches au.

The spring-plate b is provided with aslot,s,
coincident with the slot s in the plate ¢,and the
said spring-plate b is connected to the plate ¢
by any suitable fastening, as the eyelet-rivetf,
Figs. 1, 2, and 3; but I do not restrict my in-
vention to the particnlar {astening means
shown, since any snitable fastening for con-
necting the two plates may be employed.
Neither do I restrict.my invention to the spe-

cific construction illustrated and deseribed

herein, since the angular edges or extensions
d d may be either on the outer edge of the
base-plate ¢ and project downwardly, as shown

‘in Figs. 1 and 3, or they may be on the inner

edge of the base-plate e« and project upwardly,
as shown in Fig. 2. The only difference would
be that where the angular edges d 4 project

The arms « « terminate on their edges
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- downwardly the base-plate a forms the gpper ICO
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colncident with the arms ¢ ¢

plate of the clasp-frame, and the supporting-
spring b, with its extensions ¢, bears upwardly
and supports the tongue from below, whereas
in the other case, where the notched edges dd
project upwardh the plate a forms the under
plate of the clasp -frame,and the spring-plate,
withits extensions ¢,bearsagainst the tongue <.
Thetongueor holding-levertishook-shaped,
as best shown in the edne views, Figs. 1 and 2,
and the laterally- pI’O_]eCtII]ﬁ‘ pwots P are cam-
shaped or flattened, so as to exert a strain on
the spring-plate b when the tongue or holding-
lever ¢ is operated in opening and closing the
clasp, and the cam-shaped or flattened pivots p
correspond to theshape of the notchesnin the
base-plate «,and the said notches n serve as the
bearings or sockets for the said pivots of the
tongue or holding-lever.
- At Figs. 4 and 51 baveillustrated the detail
construction of the blanks for the base-plate «
and spring-plate b as employed in the clasp
shown in Fig. 2.

To construct the clasp as shown in Tig. 1,it is

simply necessary to form the blank shown in

Fig. 4 with the notched extensions d d' on the
outer edges of the arms «' «/, instead of on the
inner edges,as shown in the said figure,and the
spring-plate b may have two extensions, ¢ ¢,

@’ of the base- phte
«¢. In either case, however, the extensions ¢ ¢
bear on the tongue ¢, and thereby retain the
pivots p in the notches n.

Where the extensions ¢ ¢ of the spring: plate

b are central, as shown in Fig. 5, the e‘{tensmn

¢ bears on the hook-shaped edﬂ'e of the tongue
L midway between the forwardly-extending
arms ¢ « of the base-plate, and where the free
end of the spring-plate b terminatesin two ex-

. tensions coincident with tlie arms ¢’ ¢’ the said

10

~ both casesproducesthisresult by bearing on the

extensions bear against the pivofs p, which
are formed integral with the tongue.

The office of the spring-plate b in either case
1s to retain the pivots p in the notches n,and in.

| hook-shaped portion of the tongue ¢.

384,339

The

clasp is simple In construction, compact ana
effective-for the purpose intended.
Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
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what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, 1s—

1. In a spring-clasp, the combination of a
base-plate having its side edges bent -at right
angles to the main portion of the plate and the
bent parts provided with notches or indenta-
tions for the reception of the tongue-pivots
with the tongue having cam-shaped pivots
seated in the indentations or notches in the an-
ogular edges of the base-plate, and a supporting
spring-plate connected to the base-plate and
retaining the tongue in the sockets on the base-
plate, Substfmtn]ly as and for the purpose Set
forth.

2. In a spring-clasp, the combination of wo
sheet-metal plates, a b, secured together at one
end, the plate a bifurcated at its opposite end
and provided with sidewise extensions bent at
right angles to the plate, and having notches

n n therein forming bearings for the tongue-
pivots, the other plate, b, having its {free end
terminating in extensions ¢,which are adapted
to rest against the base of the tongue or hold-
“ing-lever and counfine the tongue-pivots in

their bearings in the plate ¢, the hook-shaped
tongue-levert, its hook-shaped end constructed
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with laterally-projecting flat pivots p, corre- 7;

sponding to the notches s in the bent edges of
the plate «, substantially as and for the pur-.
pose set forth.

Intestimony whereof I have hercunto signed
my name, in the presence of two attesting wit-
nesses, at Syracuse, in the county of Onon-
daga, in the State of New York, this 30th day
of November, 1887. -

JACOB J. UNBEHEND.

Witnesses:
FREDERICK H. GIBES,
K. C. CANNON.
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