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To all whom it may concermn:
Be it known that I, Wir.LiaM H. TORBECK,
“a citizen of the United States, residing at Rich-
mond, in the county of V\Tayne aml State of
g Indmna have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements 1n Coffin-Fasteners; and 1
do declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
1o appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to the letters and figures of reference

marked thereon, which form a part of this

specification. |
15 My invention relates to thatclass of devwes

which are used in secaring the tops of coffins
or burial-cases, so that the same may be read-
11y secured in place or removed at will.
T'he object of the inv ention is to provide a
20 simple and inexpensive coffin-fastener which
wiil be efficient and positive 1n operation, and
the principal working parts of which will .be
concealed within the body of the casket.
To these ends, and to such others as the in-

25 vention may relate, the same consists in the

peculiar Clelbllntlons and in the novel con-
struction, arrangement, and adaptation of
parts, all as more fully hereinafter deseribed,
shown in the accompanying drawings, and
30 then specifically defined in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Iigure 1 is
a top plan, and Fig. 2 a Dottom pla,n view of
the fastener. Fig. 3 1s a longitudinal section -
~online 3 3 of Itg. 1. - Iig. 4 18 a plan view
35 of the lock-plate, the same being shown in po-
sition in the upper edge of the coffin-body.
Fig. 5 is a transverse section through a por-
tion of a coffin, in which the mode of attach-
ing the parts by the use of my fastener is
10 shown.

parts attﬂched
Reference being had to the detmls of the

drawings, A 1S a Tnetallic plate fmmmﬂ* the

body of the fastener. |
4¢ B is the shank, which is journaled in a cen-

tral opening formed in the plate A, and 18

provided at a point near its lower end with a
log or prcgectmn C. The upper face of the
p]ate A is provided with a boss, D, surround-

Fig. 6 is a bottom plan view of the

central rotatable shank B passes. The boss -
D is provided at one of its sides with an up-
wardly-extending lug, E, notched at one of its
sides, as shown at T, to receive the bent or
hooked end of a coiled spring, &, the opposite g5
end of the spring being Secured to the shank |
at a point near its upper end, as shown.

H is an arm, one end OfWhICh is secured to
the body of the shank within the cub- -away
portion I upon the lower face of the plate A, 60
the outer end of this arm being provided with
a suitable handle, J.

K is the lock - plate, secured in the uppe1
edﬂ*e of the coffin -body. This plate is pro-
vided with a central opening,

readily understood.

From the foregoing description the opera-
tion of the fastener w111 be readily understood.
The plate A is set into the lower edge of the 70
coffin-cover, so that its lower face will be flush
with the face of the cdge of the cover, and the
lock-plate K is secured in the upper edge of
the body of the coffin at a point cor respondmn* |
with the position of the plate A upon the 75
cover. The coverofthe coffin being placed in
position upon the body of the cof:m the lower
end of the shank B enters the central Openlng, -_
L, in the plate K, and the shank 1s par tly

| tur ned by the spring @, so as to cause the lug 8o

C apon its lower end to engage the lower face
of the plate at oune side of the opening, and
the parts are thus secared in position. When
it is desired to remove the cover, the lug G

‘may be readily disengaged from the plate K 85

by means of the handle J as will be at once

understood. -
Having thus descr ibed my mventlon what T

claim to be new, and desiretosecure by Letters

Patent, 15— 9o
1. The combmatlon with the plate A, haV |
ing segmental cut- away portion 1, of the shank |
romtably secured in said plate and having an
arm working in said cut-away portion, and |
provided with a handle, the slotted plate, and g5
the spring acting on said shank, substantially |
as and for the purpose specified. |
2. The combination, with the plate A, hav-
ing upon one side a central boss, DD, and the

50 ing the central opening through ‘which the | notched lug E, and upon the other side the roo

L, for the recep- 65
tion of the lower end of the shauk B, as will be |
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segmental cut-away portion I, of the shank i In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
rotatably secured in said plate and projecting | presence of two witnesses. |
through said boss, the arm on said shank '

working in said cub-away portion, and the _‘ WILLIAM H. TORBECK.
10 spring having one end secured in the notch of Witnesses: | |
sald lugandthe otherend secured tothe shank, | M. H. DiL1,

- substantially as and for the purpose specified. | GEO. R. WILLIAMS.
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