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To all whom it may concern:

"UN1TED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

-

WILLIAM H. DIETZ,

OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

'DATING DEVICE.

App]icatiﬂn fited May 14, 1887, Serial No. 238,172.

o

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 384,026, dated June 5, 1888.

(No model.)

Be it known that I, Wirrtiam H. DIETZ, of
Chicago, in the eonnty of Cook and State of

- Illinois, have invented certain new and useful

IO

Improvements in Dating Devices; and I do
hereby declare that the following 1sa,full clear,
and exact description thereof, reference bein o
had to the accompanying drawings, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon, Wthh form
a, part of this specification.

~ This invention relates to dating or number-
ing devices of that class embracmcr one or more
movable type-supports, either in the form of

type bandsor disks, which are moved or turned

15 by hand to bring a desired number or charac-
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ter or comblnatmn of the same into position
for printing.

The invention consists in the ma,tters here-
inafter described, and pointed out in the ap-
pended claims.

My invention is herein 1llustrated in con-
nection with a dating deviee which is applied

to a self-inking hand- stamp of that kind em-

bracmgaframe carrying an inking-pad, a han-
dle movable relatively to the. flame, and a
vertically- -movable rotating die-plate, which

. i8 burned to bring the prmtmg -die .Into con-
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tact either with the inking-pad or printing-
surface by a movement of the handle rela-
tively to theframe. -

The invention is also Shown in connectlon
with a common form of hand-stamp which 1s
without any self-inking attachment.

The object of the inventionis to provide an

 improved means of turningor moving the type

disks or bands of numbelmo' or datmg de-

vices without bringing the ﬁnuers into contact

with the inked types of Snch type disks or

- bands.
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To this end the invention consists in a cov-
ering of flexible or elastic material placed over
or around the type disks or bands at the place
at which the fingers are usually applied
thereto for moving the same. Such flexible
or elastic covering “enables the type-disks to be
turned or the type-bands to be moved with
the same facility as when such covering is ab-
sent, while at the same time the fingers are

o entlrely protected from contact with the inked

5O

surface or type. A covering of the kind de-
seribed has the additional advantwe that it

B |

or bands at the points at which they are ex-

posed for turning them, and thus effectually
prevent access of dust or dirt to the said type
disks or bands, as will hereinafter more fully
appear. |

The 1nventlon may . be more 1ead1]y 1111(161*
stood by reference to the accom panying draw-
ings, 1n which— |

Flgule 1 is aside elevatlon of a self- 1t1k1nn‘
hand-stamp containing a dating device con-
structed in accordance with my iInvention.

Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation of the same,
63'

taken upon line z 2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is asec-
tional view of the same, taken upon line y 4
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of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 illustrates in central verti-

cal section a hand-stamp containing a dating

device, but which is without any self-inking-

attachment. Iig.5 18 a cross-sect-ional‘view
of the same.

In the said dl&WlDU‘S A 1s the main parb or

frame of the hand- sta,mp, and B the handle

thereof, provided with forks & b, to which is
conneeted by means of pivots ¢ c the revolv-
ing die- plate C. Within the upper part of the
frame A is placed an inking-pad, A’, and the
die-plate is provided at its ends with slotted
gnide-plates C' C/, engaging studs & ¢ upon
the frame A, said die- plates and studs acting
to turn the die- plate and to guide it in the ap-

| proach of the rubber die- ph.te (’ thereon to-

ward the inking-pad and printing-surface, in

the manner set forth in a patent to George

Van Zandt, No. 288,385, dated November 15,
1883. To the rear or inner surface of the die-
plate C is attached a band dating device, (indi-

cated as a wholeby D.) isaid band da,tlno* de-

viee (.OIIIPIISGS three flexible bands, DL’ D
‘which in the particular instance illustlated

contain, respectively, types indicating the
names of the months, a series of figures indi-
cating the days of the month, and ﬁgures 1n-
dleamnﬂ' the year. The exterior bands, E I,
are tralned over two rollers, ¢ ¢, and a bal,
¢’, which 1s secured within a slot or open-
mg, ¢*, in. the die-plate C, in such position
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as to sustain the types or dies upon the said

bands flush with the types on the rubber die-
plate C’. The intermediate band, K, . con-
taining the types for the days of the month,

is much longer than the other bands, and 15

trained over the bar ¢ and over two rollers, ¢

100

- may be made fo entlrely inclose thetype disks | ¢, located at pomt remote from the dlen.."' ‘




2

plate, together with a third roller, ¢*, placed |
near the die-plate and between the parts of

~ the band extending from the bar ¢ tothe roll-
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the frame of the dater.,

ers ¢. The said several rollers e ee¢® ¢ are
mounted on two bearing-pins, d d, and the
roller ¢’ is mounted upon a third bearing-pin,
d’, and said bearing-pins d d @ are supported
ab thelr ends in two end plates, D' D', forming
The cross-bar ¢’ is
also attached to said plates D’ D’, and the said
frame and cross-bar are adjustably sustained

threaded posts ¢* ¢, rigidly fixed to the die-

~plate, upon which posts are placed nuts ¢* ¢t

engaging the opposite sides of laterally-pro-
Jecting lugs d* d* upon the end plate, D’, of the
frame. By moving the nuts ¢ ¢* the entire

~dating device may be moved bodily toward

and from the die-plate, thus enabling the
fypes upon the band to be accurately adjusted
with relation to the printing-surface of the
die-plate C°. As far as described, the dating
device 18 constructed in the manner hereto-
fore common and well known. The edges of
the sald frame-plate D' D’areextended slightly
outside of or beyond the outer surfaces of the
type-bands E K E? and from the edges of said
plates over the type-bands is placed a flexible
sheet or covering, F, which may be of leather,
cloth, rubber, or other flexible material. Said
sheetor coveringisfor the purpose of enabling
the type-bands to be moved by the fingers by
direct pressure upon or engagement with the
bands themselves, but without contact of the
fingers therewith. |

In case the covering T is of leather or cloth
or other non-elastic material, it will be loosely
attached, so that all parts of it may be freely
moved by the fingers. If the said coveringis
made of rubber, however, it may be more
closely drawn over the bands, and the elas-
ticity of the rubber will allow it to be moved
in such manner as to enable the type-bands to
be conveniently shifted by the pressure of the
fingers.

AS a convenient means of holding or secur-

 ing the covering Fin place whensaid covering
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1s made of rubber, it is preferably constructed
to extend entirely around the frame of the
dating device, so as to cover the sides of the
plates D’ I, as well as the bands, in the man-
ner cleéarly shown in Fig. 3. Such rubber cov-
ering may, however, be attached to the edges
of the plates D’ I}’ with practically the same
result as far as its general purpose or function
15 concerned. The construection illustrated
is, however, to be preferred in practice by
reasont of its simplicity and cheapness of con-
struction and ease of attachment. |

- I prefer to place upon the pivot-pins d d,
between the rollers thereon, disks or washers
¢' ¢' of sufficient size or diameter to extend
slightly beyond the outer surface of the type-
bands. These disks or washers may either be

attached to the rollers ¢ ¢ or may be made
separate therefrom, the latter construction be- |

384,026

sald disks or washers is to hold the flexible or
elastic sheet ' from the type-bands except
when the said covering is pressed inwardly

| against the bands between the disks by the

fingers, thus enabling the operator to avoid
moving more than one type-band at a time.
In Fig. 41 bave shown a simple form of
hand-stamp, consisting of a frame or shell, G,
to which is attached a handle, G/, and which
contains one or more type-bands, H H H,

. d | trained over a series of rollers, 2 2 %, and 2
upon the die-plate C by means of screw- |

stationary cross-bar, g, at the lower end of the
sald frame G. In a stamp of this kind as
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heretofore usually constructed therollershave

been provided with toothed flanges, extending
outwardly at the sides of the frame, to enable

the said bands to be easily turned or moved by

the fingers. In applying my invention to 2
stamp eof this kind the side openings of the

frame G may be conveniently covered by flexi-

ble or elastic sheets I, secured at the margin
of the side openings of the frame in any suita-
ble or convenient manner. I have shown the
said rubber strips as attached by cement to
the margins of the openings at the inner sur-
faces of the frame. It will of course be un-
derstood, however, that the covering I, in case
16 i3 made of elastic material, like rubber, may
extend entirely around the outside of the frame
in the same manner as illustrated in connec-
tion with the frame of the dating device
shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, in which case no
especlal fastening devices for such elastic or
rubber covering will be required. *

I bhave herein shown the invention as ap-
plied to a dating device of that class having
flexible type-bands;but the device may obvi-
ously be applied equally well to a numbering
or dating stamp or printing device which is
provided with type disks or wheels instead of
with such type-bands. |

In numbering or dating devices embracing
type-bands as heretofore made washers or
flanges provided with milled or toothed edges
have been attached to one or more of the sup-
porting-rollers for the bands, in order to en-
able the said rollers to be easily turned for the
purpose of moving or shifting the bands. In
a construction of this kind the bands are
caused to move solely by the frictional engage-
ment of the roller therewith, and it follows that
1t has been necessary to draw or strain the

| bands tightly over the rollers in order that the
| bands may be positively moved. Such strain-

ing of the bands is very objectionable, for the
Teasons, among others, that the bands are liable

to be broken at the points at which they are

joined, or elsewhere, by reascn of the excessive

{ strain thereon, and that when the bands are

stretched tightly over the surface by which the
type 1s supported at the point of printing the
letters are distorted or stretched out of shape,
with the result of producing an impression
moreorlessimperfeet. Inadeviceconstructed
as proposed by me the bands are positively
moved by the fingers without regard to the

‘iIng shown in the drawings. The purpose of | turning of the supporfing-rollers, so that they
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need be no twhter than 1s necessary to hold l ing over said type supports, subscantlally as

them in place

For the general purposes of the invention
the flexible or elastic covering-sheet may ex-

tend only over the part of the type disks or
bands which are grasped by the fingersin mov-
ing the same; but preferably the said cover-
ing-sheet will be arranged to cover the bands
or disks in such manner asto exelude dust or

dirt therefrom. This may be done either by
constructing the covering-sheet so as to en-
tirely envelop or inclose the bands or disks

except at the printing-point, as shown in Figs.

1,2,and 3, or by arranging the covering-sheet |
to cover one or more openings in the inclos-

ing-case of the device, as illustrated in Figs.
4 and 5. | .
I claim as my invention—

1. The combination, with the movable type- :
2c supports in a. datmg or similar device, of a |
flexible sheet located adjacent to and extend-

‘and for the purpose set forth.
2. The combination, with the f1 ame of a dat

| ing or similar device and the movable type-
supports thereof, of a flexible sheet supported

upon the frame and extending over the said
type-supports, substantially as deseribed.
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3. The combination,with a frame of a dating

or similar device and movable type-supports
sustained thereon, of a covering of elastic ma-

terial placed around the said frame and ex-

tending over the said type supports substan-
tially as deseribed.
In testimony that I claim the {oregoing as

myinvention I affix my swnatum 1n presence

of two w 1tnesses
WILLIAM H. DIETZ.

'WitnesSes:
C. CLARENCE
-~ O, N. WILLIS.

POOLE
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