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To all whom it may concern: -
Be 1t known that I, CHARLES 8. MoTT, of

Patchogue, in the county of Suffolk and State
of New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Mast-Hoops, of which the fol-

lowing 13 a full, clear, and exact deseription.
This invention relates to an improvementin
hoops for attaching the sails to the masts and

other spars of sailing - vessels, in which the.
hoop-body is made in two semicircular sec-

tions adapted to be locked together to encir-
cle the spar, or separated to permit removal

from the spar without the necessity of remov-

lng the rigging.

‘The object of this im provément is to provide

by a simple and convenient arrangement for
the ready connection orseparation of the hoop-
sections without injuriously affecting the
strength or efficiency of the hoop. .
~The invention consists of a novel construec-
tion and combination of parts, substantially

~as hereinafter fully described and distinctly

: <

claimed. .-
_ Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
1In which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of a mast-hoop em-

~ bodying my improvement, part being broken
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out to reveal the construction. Fig. 2 isasec-
tional edge view of the said mast-hoop.
The body of the hoop is formed of two semi-
circular sections, A B, generally of wood, hav-
ing by preference a convex inner surface to

spar, and a flat outer surface, on which flat me-
tallic band-sections C D are secured. The
meeting ends of the hoop-sections on one side
are jointed together by a hinge, B, the leaves
of which are by preference secured to the pe-
riphery of the hoop, so that the sections can
be spread apart or brought together to form a
complete circle at will. |

On the freeend of thehoop-section Bis fitted
and received the inner end of a metallicsleeve,
F, which may be formed integrally with the
corresponding band-section, D, and is made in

the shape of a segment of a hollow annulus to

correspond with the curve of the hoop-cirele.
The outer end of the sleeve F, which projects
beyond the end of the section B, 13 adapted,

with slots O P, arranged to automatically re-

serves for releasing the same from the spar
without removing the rigging. |
adapt the hoop to slide more readily on the |

tially as herein shown and described.

‘section,the free end of the other sectionadapt-

as a socket, to receive the free end of the sec-

tion A, which has a tapered extremity, A’, so
as to more readily find and enter the mouth of
the said socket. |

Inopposite sides of the section A,at the end,
are-formed corresponding segmental grooves,
G H, which are concentric with the hoop-ecir-
cle, and have their bottoms inclined inward
from both ends toward the middle, forming
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‘thereat corresponding recesses, I J. .

In the grooves G H are seated flush. corre-
sponding segmental flat springs, K L, respect-
ively, the ends of which are fastened to the bot-
tom of the groove by rivets S, passed through
both springs and the interposed wood, but the
middle portions of which are free to yield
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‘and be pressed into the recesses I J, and are

formed thereabove with corresponding beveled
catches, M N, adapted to be wholly retracted 7o
within the grooves when the springs are
pressed oppositely inward. | |
The sleeve I is formed on opposite sides

ceive and engage the catches M N, respective- 75

ly, when the end of the section A is thrustinto

the sleeve, so as to lock the same securely
against withdrawal. By pressing the catches
M N inward with the thumb and forefinger,
S0 as to disengage them from the slots O P,
the hoop-sections may be readily separated.
This hoop is adapted to be attached to asail
in the ordinary wmanner, and conveniently
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Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15— - "

1. Animproved mast-hoop consisting of two
semicircular wooden sections and two outer
metallic band-sections, the two sections being
hinged together and provided at their ends,
respectively, with a slotted socket and a cateh
for engaging the slot in said socket, substan-
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2. In a mast-hoop, the combination, with

two semicircular hoop - sections jointed to-

gether at their one ends, of a segmental slotted

sleeve received partly on the free end of one
10C
ed to enter said sleeve, and having a segmental
groove 1n its side deepened to form a recess ab




its middle, a flat segmental spring seated in | ed to enter said socket and having segmental
said groove, fastened at its ends therein and | medially - deepened grooves 1n 1ts opposite
free to yield inward into the said recess, and | sides, flat segmental springs seated in said
a beveled catch formed thereat on the spring | grooves and havmw medial eatches, and rivets 135
g and adapted to engage the slot in the sleeve, passed through the corresponding ends of both
substantially as described. springs and through the intervening body of
3. In a mast-hoop, the combination, w1th the hoop, substantially as deseribed.
two semicircular hoop-sections connected at CHARLES 8. MOTT.
their one ends by a joint, of a segmental op- Witnesses:
10 positely-slotted socket on the free end of one| ~ WiLmor M. SMITH,
section, the free end of the other section adapt- | WALTER H. JAYCOX.
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