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16 all whom it may conceri:

Be 1t known that I, ALEXANDER H. M:CDO‘*T
ALD, a citizen of the United States, residing
in Bl ooklyn, Kings county, New Ymk lmve

5 mvented an Imploved Hand-feasure for Fit-
ting Gloves, of which the following is a speci-
fication.”

My invention relates to a device for measur-
ing the hand in order to ascertain the size of
a glove that will fit. In this eclass of hand-
measuring devices there is a support for the
hand, which is placed palm downward thereon,
and a loop-like graduated measuring- tape
mounted on said support. When this tape is
drawn down over the knuckles, the size or
measure 18 indicated by a stationary keeper,
through which the tape is threaded. Steel is
the most suitable material for the tape that 1
have found, and when made thin enough to
properly Serve the purpose the tape is qmte
fragile, and the upwardly- projecting tape- -loop
through which the hand is thrust is greatly
exposed fo Injury from careless usage.

The object of my present invention is, in
part, to provide a hoop-like housing and gnard
for the loop-like tape, which numd als0 serves
as a means of suspending the Thand-measure or
as a handle therefor; in part to provide means
for suspending the measure, and in part to
provide means for limiting the distance the
tape may be drawn out.

Other minor features of the invention wﬂl
be referred to hereinafter.

My invention will now be minutely de-
scribed, and 1ts novel features carefully defined
in the claims. |

In the drawings which serve to illustrate
my Invention, Figure 1 is a side elevation of
a suspended hand-measure provided with my
improvements, and Fig. 2 is a plan of the
same, I1gs.3and 3*are sectional views, on a
larger scale and detached, of a part of the
hand-measure. These views will be referred
to hereinafter. Fig. 4 is a side elevation of a
hand-measure with a base provided in part
with my improvements, and Fig. 5 1s a side
elevation of another formof hand-measure, also
provided in part with myimprovements. Fig.
6 is a cross-section illustrating a slightly-modi-
5o fied form of the tape-guard. |

In a,ll the 13111:1(:11)&1 figures, A repr esents a
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that the end ¢ of the guard C overlaps the end

to hold all down to said support or base.

| support for the hand to be measured. This

support I prefer to cover with plush or other
soit material.

B represents the graduated measmmw tape,
made, preferably, of thin steel. Itis prowded
with an’y suitable handle or thumb-piece, B*.

C represents the hoop-like protecting shield
or guard for the loop-like tape. 'L'hislusually
form of a strip of sheet metal of suitable thick-
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ness and width, bent to the shape the loop is

designed to take when fully expanded. The
detalls of construction of this guard, the man-
ner in which the tape is mounted in 1t, and in
which the whole is mounted on the hand- -sup- 65

port A, are best illustrated in the enlfuged

sectional views, Figs. 3 and 3%, the former of
which is a 10ngitudina1 and the latter a trans-
verse section. In these views it will be seen

¢, and the two are rigidly connecied by a

stirrup-plate, ', so as to leave between them a

passage, d, for the tape I to play through.
This passage may, however, be formed in Othel
ways. The end ¢* of the ﬂ"mrd extends out-
ward, and 18 provided w1th a slot-like keeper,
e, through which the tape also passes and
plays. This keeper forms the stationary in-
dicator or marker for the measure. In the
end ¢* of the guard is a spur or stud, ¢ which
enters the base or support and prevents the
ouard {rom slipping, while a plate, g, serves
The
ixed end b of the tape 1s secured to the over-
lapping end ¢ of the guard C by forming a slit
or recess in said end ¢ and turning down a lip
on the end of the tape to engage said recess,
the plate g holding the lip in engagement. Of
course the end 6 of the tape may be secured in
any suitable manner. That described will be go
found simple and satisfactory. Normally, the
fragile tape lies close to the inner tace of the
guard C, and 1s protected thereby {rom injury.
The guard 1s also given the proper flattened
or semi-elliptical form it is desired the tape- g5
loop shall assume when expanded, and the
loop 18 thus made to conform by its 1eulllency
to said shape and lie close to the guard.

In Fig. 1 the tape is shown in full lines as
drawn out a 11ttle and so as to stand off a lit- 100
tle way from the guard at the left. This is
merely {for purposes ot illustration.
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In order that the tape may not be drawn out | ginal ﬂanwes as seen in the cross-section, Iig.

too far from careless handling, and be thus
snapped off, I provide a guard chain or cord,

D, one end of which is secured to the handle
B*‘*“ of the tape and the other end to some fixed
part, preferably to the end ¢* of the guard

C. This chain limits the extent to which the |

tape may be drawn out, as indicated in dotted

- lines in Fig. 1.
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. pearance 1n any su1tab1e manner.
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Fig. 1 1llustrates my hand-measure as sus-
pended for use. In the crown of the gnard C
are fixed two rings, 2 &, or the like, to which
are secured chains ¢ 7, or like suspenders that
are attached to a suspended ring, 4. The hand-
support A may be of oval form and be orna-
mented with fringe a, or be given a tasteful ap-
In taking
ameasure with the suspended device the glove
salesman takes the handle B* of the tape be-
tween the thumb and finger of one hand and
steadies the device by grasping the thumb-
piece C" on the oppositeside of the guard with
the other hand.

Fig. 4illustrates theapplication of the guard
C to a hand-measure having a base, AX, to sel,
on a counter or table. Otherwise the con-
struction 1s the same as thfl.blllustrated in Figs.
1, 2, 3, and 3%

Flﬂ" 5 shows a slight variation in the con-
struction, wherein the hand -support A is
mounted on an open or ring-like pedestal, A’,
on the base A*, Thisconstruction enab]es the
hand which is being measured to grasp the
hand-support, asthe open pedestal allowsroom
for the thumb. The hand-support A in this
constructlon may be made somewhat cylindri-
cal or elongated in form, so that the fingers can
clasp it. Tn the constr netion illustrated in Fig.
4 the palm ofthe open hand that is being meas-
ured merely rests on the support.

Where my improvements are applied to

band-measures of substantially the formsillus-
trated 1n Figs. 4 and 5, the guard C serves a
useful purpose as a convenient handle for lift-
1ng the measure when moving it about.

The guard C might have short pendent mar- |

rﬁcess to receive it.

6, to house the tape laterally and prowde a re-
However, the tape is so

thin and lies so close to the inner face of the

guard that such a preeautlon will nob usually -

be required.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. In a hand-measuare for fitting gloves, the
combination, with a hand- support of a hoop-
like guard, as C, mounted on said support and
provided with a passage for the free end of the
tape, and the said tape formed of some suit-
able material of the character described, and
mounted within the said guard substantla,lly
as sef forth.

2. In a bhand-measure for fitting gloves, the
combination, with a hand-support, of a hoop-
like guard, as C, mounted on said support and

provided with a passage for the free end of the

tape, the tape B, mounted within said guard,
and the Suspenders or chains by which the
measuring device is suspended attached to
sald guard, substantially as set forth.

3. In a hand-measure for fitting gloves, the
combination, with the hand-support and the
securing- plate g, of the hoop-like guard C, hav-
1ng 1ts ends overlapped and provided mbh a
spur, ¢, a keeper, ¢, and a passage, d, for the
tape, and the said tape secured at oue end to
said guard and arranged within the same, sub-
stantially as set forth.

4. In a hand-measure for fitting gloves, the
combination, with the gnard C and the hand-
support, of the tape B, mounted insaid guard,
the keeper, through Wthh the tape p]ays and
the limiting cham or cord D, all arranged to
operate as set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

ALEXANDER E. McDONALD.

Witnesses:
HENRY CONNETT,
J. D. CAPLINGER.
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