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10 all whom it may concern:

~ Be it known that I, FRED ERB, Jr., of La-
fayette, in the county of Tippecanoe and State
of Indiana, have invented eertain new and use-
ful Tmprovements in Flying Targets; and I
do hereby declare that the tollowing is a full,
clear, and exact deseription thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
tothelettersofreference marked thereon, which
form part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 isa top plan view of the flying tar-
get complete with the brace-stick applied. Fig.
2 1sa cross vertical section of the same on line
yy, Fig. 3. Tig. 3 is a similar partial section
of the same on line z #, Fig. 1, showing the
sarface of the target roughened.

This invention relates to improvements in
flying targets; and it has for its objects to pro-
duce a flying target that will be hollow, light,
and iriable, and which has its rounded top and
bottom formed integral therewith and of the
same material. - |

The further objects of the invention are to
fill the hollow targets with feathers, paper
cuttings, or other similar articles, which will
be disseminated when the target is broken and
the better evidence the breaking the target by
the marksman, and also to provide the target
In some cases with a re-enforcing strip, by

which it can be thrown from the trap with

less liability of breakage from the shock.

1o these ends the invention consists in the
construction of the target, as will be fully un-
derstood from the following deseription, when
taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings, and particularly specified in the
claims hereto appended.

Referring to the accompanying drawings by

letter, K designates the target, and e desig-

nates the annular flange around the base of
the same, This flange strengthens the target
and enables it to stand the shock or impact of
ejectment from the trap. The hollow interior
I of target E is preferably filled with feathers
or other suitable light material through the
opening f in the top of the same, as shown.
1t desired, this opening f may be closed by
means of paper after the insertion of the feath-
ers, or by sealing with a stick of the composi-
tion, or in other suitable manner.

B |

It will be observed that this target is made
of a composition impervious to water, and
when the hole f is closed by sunitable means
the feathers in the targets will be kept per-
fectly dry, whether stored in dry places or not.
T'his is a great advantage. I have shown the
re enforce strip applied in all the figures; but
thisisnotalwaysanessential element. Itspro-
jecting end d, asshown in Fig. 1, gives a firmer
hold to the target, and by extending across
the same, as described, the liability of crush-
ing In the bottom of the target is lessened.

The annular flange e is formed integral with
the body of the target, and while re-enforcing
the target as described, it also affords a hold
for the trap-finger to grasp the target prepara-
tory to ¢jecting it from the trap. By baving
these flanges of sufficient width the targets can
be readily and rapidly placed in the trap, as
they then require no particular adjustment,

18 formed at-one portion only of the periphery
of the trap.

The essential elements of my invention are
having the top and bottom of the hollow tar-
geb made of friable or brittle material, with
an annular re-enforee flange of similar mate-
rial, and providing an opening in said target
for the insertion of feathers, &e., for the pur-
pose described. -

The opening f in the target may be made in
the bottom, if desired, the top being entirely
closed, the location of this opening not being
essential.

It is obvious that without departing from
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- a8 18 the case where the hold or target-finger
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the spirit of my invention various modifica- -

tions may be made inthe manner of produc-
ing the target. Forinstance, the top and bot-
tom parts of the target might be formed sepa-
rately of brittle material and afterward ce-
mented together, in which case the top and bot-
tom would still be of fragile material.

The great advantage of having the target
made of the friable material throughout is,

QO

that there i3 then secarcely any probability of 95

the target not being broken if strack by a shot,
whereas were the top or bottom of the target
made of stiff material the shot might glance
and the target be unbroken thereby.

In some instances I propose roughening the
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surface of the {arget, as shown in Ifigs. 2 and
3, or in other sultable manner by corrugating
or serrating it.

Having described myinvention,whatl claim

5 ig—

IO

5

2C

1. A flying target having a hollow rounded
concavo-convex top and a flat bottom formed

| mtegl al therewith, of brittle material,and hav-

Inganannular re- enforce ring integr al with the
bettom and top, and a snitable opening for the
1nsertion of feathers or similar articles, and
means for closing said opening, all substan-
tially as and for the purpose described.
- 2. The herein-described target, consisting of
a hollow concavo-convex shell and a bottom
formed of similar brittle material, and a dia-
nietrical transverse re-enforce strip secured to
said bottom, substantially as and for the pur-
pose described.

3. The target K, composed of a hollow con-
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cavo-convex rounded ftop and flat bottom
formed integral therewith, of brittle material,
and the re-enforce strip D in said bottom ex-
tending across the same and having project-
ing portion d, substantially as set forth. 23

1. The herein-described target, consisting of
the concavo-convex shell or top and flat bottom
formed integral therewith, and a re-enforeing
strip, D, secured to said bottom and extending
ACross the same, with a suitably-closed opening 3c
in said top for the insertion of feathers or other
light articles into the target, all substantially
as ; and for the purpose deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of 35

two witnesses.
FRED ERB, Jr.
Witnesses:
FrRANK W. CHASE,
HIraAM W. CHASE.
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