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To all whom it may conceri:
Be 1t known that we, THOMAS ARTHUR
LOTTRIDGE, of Rochester, in the county of

Monroe and State of New York, and JOHN

V. EINSFI:

21D, of Oneida, in the county of

“Madison, in the State of New York, have in-

vented new and useful I mprovements in Cas-
ket-Lid Ifasteners, of which the following,
taken in cmmeebion with the accompanying
drawings, isa full, clear,and exact description.

This invention consists in anovel construe-
tion of a casket-lid fastener composed of a fixed
plate provided with a slot, a latch arranged
movably to and from a position across the slot
of said plate, and a catch adapted to slide in
said slot lengthwise thereof and engage and
release the latch automatically with the move-
ment of the catch into and out of the slot, all
as hereinafter more fully deseribed, and spe-

cifically set forth in the claims.

In the annexed drawings, Figures 1 and 2

are perspective views of the two members of

the fastener which are connected, respectively,
to the body of the casket and to the lid of the
casket. Fig. 3 1s a vertical transverse section
showing the fastener in its inferlocked posi-
tion. Fig. 4 18 aninverfed plan view of the
slotted plate and lateh connected therewith.
Fig. 5 18 an inverted plan view of a modifica-
tion of said lateh, and Fig. 6 1is a vertical
transverse section of that portion of the casket
which is provided with the device for prevent-
ing thelid from moving endwiseon the casket-
body after the aforesaid latch 1s engaged.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A represents the portion of the side wall of
the casket-body te which the lid-fastener is to

be applied, and C represents the correspond-

ing portion of the lid. In thetop edgeof the
body A is countersunk an elongated metallic
plate, ¢, which 1s provided with a lengitudinal

slot, &, which is preferably extended through

one end of said plate and made flaring, as
"shown at o/, to form an easy entrance for the
cateh, hereinafter deseribed.

¢ denotes alatch which is arranged movably
to and from a position across the slot ), and
preferably pivoted to the under side of the

—

plate and provided with t{wo or more arms,
¢ ¢, adapted to swing successively across the
aforesaid slot. Whenitis provided with only
two arms, as shown in Fig. 5 of the drawings,
a spring, ¢, 18 to be connected to the plate «
and arranged to bear on the lateh, so as to
hold it in position to invariably lie with one
of its armsacross the slot'd of the plate. Ifor
simplicity and cheapness of constroction,
however, we prefer to form the lateh ¢ in th(,
shape of a star- wheel, as represented in Fig.
4 of the drawings, said wheel having a ‘sufﬁ
cient number of arms, ¢ ¢, to invariably pre-
sent one of the arms acrcss the slot 6. Two
of such plates « are to be applied to each
side wall of the body, and to the under side
of the lid C, at corresponding pesitions, we

firmly attach suitable catches, d, preferably

of the form of staples, Sbandmﬂ‘ lengthwise
the lid and in proper position to allow them
to enter the slots 0 of the plates ¢ endwise
thereof by placing the lid upon the casket-
body and sliding -said lid endwise into its
requisite closed position on the body. In
this movement the front part of the staple d

strikes the arm ¢’ of the latch ¢, lying across
the slot &, and by said collision the latch 1s
turned and caused to swing the succeeding
arm ¢ thereof through the staple and across

-the slot b, and thus the lid is prevented from

being lifted from the casket-body. Any suit-
able and well-known fastening device—such
as a bolt or screw, f—may be applied to the
end portions of the body A’ and lid C as
shown in IFig. 6 of the drawings, for the pur-
pose of preventing the lid from moving back
endwise after the staples d are inferlecked
with the latches ¢ under the plates a a

- In order to cause the described lid-fastefier
to draw the lid down onto the body. A during
the engagement of the staple d with the latch
¢, we incline the cross-bar d' of the staple d,

s0 as to bring the heel of the staple closer to

the lid, as shown.

Having described our invention, what we
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. A casketlid fastener compoged of a fixed
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plate provided with a slot; a latch arranged
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movably to and from a position across the
slot of said plate, a catch adapted to slide in
the sald slot lengthwise thereof and engage
and release the latch automatically with the
movement of the catch into and out of the

slot, and a bolt or other suitable fastening de-
vice for preventing the longitudinal move-

ment of the lid after the engagement of the

aforesaid latch and staple, as set forth. |
2. A casket-lid fastener consisting of a fixed

‘elongated plate provided with a longitudinal

slot, a latch pivoted to said plate and provided
with a plurality of arms adapted to swing

successively across the slot of the plate, a

staple adapted to slide lengthwise in the slot
and turn the latch and thereby throw one of
the arms thereof through the staple, and a
bolt or other suitable fastening device for pre-
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venting the longitudinal movement of the lid
after the engagement of the aforesaid lateh 2zo
and staple, as described and shown.

3. In combination with the slotted plate «
and lateh ¢, pivoted thereto, the staple d,
adapted to slide in theslot of said plate length- |
wise thereof, and having its cross-bar 4’ in- 25
clined, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth. |
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