~ (No Model.) ~ 2 Sheets—Sheet 1.

~J. A FITZGERALD. .
- . ~ DISPLAY RACK.,. _
~ No. 383,117, - Patented May 22, 1888.

.
/ \“
/ "‘*h\\

i o
e W
¥ ) T
Jl.l' .,‘%:I "f'. "'..'.:

.....

———r




- (No Model) . - .'2' Sheéts—Sheet 2.
- ~ J. A FITZGERALD., o |

S . DISPLAY RAOK. -
- No. 383,117, o Patented May 22 1888

Witne ' % ,' - -
%’7 Dy guaﬂ,{knm% |

" M. PETERS, Plioto-Lithographer, Washington, D. C.




[l e i P P

hhinnmrs—sa e IFhil up

JAMES A. FITZGERALD, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

DISPLAY-RACK.

e LB T L g PR L b PR TR T W

SPRCIPICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 883,117, dated NMay 22, 1888,

Application filed J'ilné 15, 18817, Scriﬂl No. 241,292, (No model.)

Lo all whom it may concern

10

IS

20

- 30

35

10

15

LO

Be it known that T, JAMES A. FITZGERALD,
of Philadelphia, in the county of Philadel phia
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvementsin Display-

Ing-Racks; and I do hereby declarethe follow-

1ng to be afull, clear, and exact description of
the invention,such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. o
My invention relates to an improvement in
displaying-racks, and relates more particu-
larly to that elass of racks used in stores for
displaying wall-paper, cloth, and like articles
of merchandise, the object of the same being
to construct a rack that will be simple, dura-
ble, and effective in use, and one that can be
manufactured at a slight initial cost.

A further object is to provide a displaying-
rack that may be folded and stored away with-
out occupying much room.

A further object is to provide means for
locking the rack in open adjustment.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in certain features of construction and
comblnatlions of parts, as will be hereinafter
described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
2 View 1n perspective of my display-rack in
open adjustment. Fig.2isa view of thesame
In rear perspective. Fig. 3 is a perspective
view of the frame closed.

A represents a rectangular frame composed,
preferably, of wood, and having the side strips
a o’ the end strips b b’ and the middle strip
V%, secured together or made integral with each
other.

Brepresentsthe base, composed, as above, of
side strips ¢ ¢/, end strips d @, and a middle
strip, d’, joined together or made integral.
The end strip d of the base B extends sli ghtly
above thelevel of the base proper, and acts as
a stop for the cloth bolt or paper roll whenin
position on the rack and prevents them from
unwinding.

Located on the inner sides of the side strips
¢ ¢ of the frame B are inwardly-projecting
pins or lugs e, having heads ¢ adapted to en-
gage guldeways C, secured to the frame A.
These guideways project beyond the rear face
of the frame A,and consist, preferably,of metal

l

strips having UJ-shaped termination f’, and
provided with perforations/* to allow of its at-

tachment to the inner side of the side bars ¢ ¢

of the frame A. The middle bar »* of the
frame A 1s slotted a greater portion of its

length, as at g, to admit of the entrance of the -

supporting-rod D when the latter is folded.
T'his construction of parts permits the frame
A to fold down or rest solidly on the base A.
Thissupporting-rod above referred to consists,

preferably, of a narrow strip of wood hinged

abt its upper end to the middle bar b* at a
point sufficiently far up to solidly supportthe
frame A when it is in its open adjustment.
The supporting-rod is further provided about

‘midway of its length with an outwardly-pro-

jecting lug or pin, &, provided with a head, 7/,
adapted to enter the slot of a guide-bar, 7%, se-
cured to the middle bar 4*. This bar consists,
preferably, of a metal strip provided with a
slot, &, of sufficient length to permit of the
sliding movement of the pin & therein when the

position of the supporting-rod D is changed.

When it is desired to unfold the device and
pub 1t in position for the displayment of arti-

assunies an approximate vertical position, be-
ing guided to such position by the guideways.
When its upward movement is checked by the
engagement of the pin with the end of the
guideway, the supporting-rod D will, on ae-
count of gravity and the manner in which it is
hinged, swing out from the middle bar until
checked by the guideway and lug, and thereby
brace the frame A against collapsing.

The advantages possessed by my device are
manifold, inasmuch as it combines lightness
and durability with cheapness and effective-
ness. -
Many slight changes might be resorted to in
the form and arrangement of the several parts
deseribed, as well as in the material employed,
without departing from the spirit and scope
of my invention. Hence I do not wish to

limit myself strietly te the exact construction
herein set forth; but, -
Having fully described my invention,what T
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—
1. A displaying-rack consisting of a pair of
frames having a sliding pivotal connection
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cles, the free end b of the frame A islifted and
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with each other, one of said frames having a

- recess therein, and a supporting-rod adapted

IQ

to enter said recess when the rack is closed,
substantially as set forth.

2. In a displaying-rack, the combination,
with a pair of frames having a pivotal sliding
engagement with each other,one of said frames
having a recess therein, of a supporting-rod
hinged to. one frame and adapted to enter said
recess when the rack is closed, and a slotted
bar loosely connecting the rod to one frame for
holding the latter in braced position, substan-
tially as set forth. . |

3. A displaying - rack composed of two

frames having a sliding pivotal engagement,
of a supporting-rod hinged to one frame, and a
connecting slotted guide-bar pivoted to one
frame and having a sliding connection with
the supporting-rod, whereby the several parts
may be folded together or have their relative
positions varied,-substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscribing

witnesses. | |

JAMES A. FITZGERALD.

Witnesses: |

JEREMIAH K. DONOVAN,
PATRICK MCCARRON.
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