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To all whony it may Concern:
Be it known that I, JAMES ALFRED ASH-
WORTH, a cltizen of the United States, and a

resident of Yonkers, in the county of West-

chester and State of New York, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Life-
Preserving Chairs; and I do hereby declare
that the following IS a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the in’venbion,. WhiCh will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains

to makeand use the same, reference being had

to the accompanying drawings, which form a
part of this specification, and in which—
Figure 1 isa perspective view of my life-pr e-
serving chair, showing the same unfolded in
position for use as an ordmaly chair. Fig. 2
is a perspective view showing the chair folded
up as it appears when used as a life-preserver.
Fig. 3 is a central vertical longitudinal view
of the chair in its unfolded position. Fig. 4

- is a central longitudinal sectional view of the

chair when folded for use as a life-preserver;
and Fig. b is a perspective view of a slight
modification of my improved chair, showing it
constructed without the back.

The same letters of reference indicate coTTe-

sponding parts in all the figures.

My invention consists in a life-preserving
chair which, when unfolded, can be used on a
vessel or steamer as an ordinary chair, but
which in case of accident to the vessel can be
folded up and employed as a life-preserver,
and which is so constructed that 1t will sup-
port several persons in the wafer; and my in-
vention will be hereinafter fully described and
clatmed.

Referring to the several parts by letter, A

A indicate the inner and B B the outer legs
of my improved life-preserving chair, the said
inner legs being centrally pivoted to the outer

legs, as Shown “the pairs of legs being con- |

nected at their upper ends by the cross-bars €
D, respectively, and being connected near
their lower ends by the or dmmry rungs, E F.
Upon the rear cross-bar, O, just inside of the
upper ends of the outer 160’8, are pivotally
mounted, toward their lower ends, the side
rails G (x of the chair-back, these rails ex:-
tending up for the required distance and be-
ing connected at their upper ends by the cross-

bar H, which thus completes the frame of the | ner legs at that pemt thus holdmﬂ' the chair

F

back rails G G are extended down some dis-
tance below the pivotal point G/, and are con-
nected together a short distance below the said
point by the cross brace or rod L.

The back and seat of the chair are formed
of asingle piece of, pr eferably, water-proof ma-
terial K, in one or more pockets of which the
buoyant material, (usually cork,) is confined
and secured. Thl% cover.of water-proof ma-
terial, K, is secured around the top cross-bar,

H, of the frame of the chair-back by a row of

stltches, L, and a second row, M, is stitched
qcross a small space below this first row, and
the cork or other buoyant material 1s secured
within the water-proof covering between this
second row, M,and arow, N,of stltches a short
distance above the lower end of the baclz, the
buoyant material being secured in one or more
pockets, as desired, 'LCGOI'de' to whether the
cork is in one or more pieces, and some dis-

tance below this lower row, N, of stitches a -

second row, O, is stitched immediate]y above
the cross-bar ¢ of the seat, leaving between
these two rows of stitches the slack or hinge

| portion P, for the purpose hereinatter speci-

fed. The covering K is again stitched across
at Q, immediately Delow the cross: -bar €, and
another row of stitches, R, 1s stitched acrossthe
covering some distance in front of this row €,

forming between these two rows of stitches Q

and R the slack or hinge portion s, as shown
most clearly in the sectional views. The for-
ward end of the covering material is stitched
firmly around the forward cross-bar, D, of the
seat,and ashortspace back of this for ward row,
T, a ‘second row, U, of stitches is stitched, fmm
ing at the fOI‘W'tld end of the scat the ]Jmce or
slack space V, and between the rows R and

U in the body of the seat portion of the cov-

ering material is confined or secured in one or
more pockets the buoyant material or cork; as
shown clearly in the sectional views of the
drawings.

Tn ordinar v use on the deck or in the saloon
of a steamer the chair is unfolded into the po-
sition shown In Kigs. 1 and 8 of the drawings,
in which position the lower ends, G° %, of the
back rails, which are beveled or p(}lnted rest
in notches A? A? in the upper side of the in-

['chair-back proper,while the lower ends of the
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It will be geen that my improved folding life-

“an accident forms a perfect and exceedingly

in its open position for use as an ordinary
casy-chair, and at the same time the outer
ends of the lower eross-bar, I, rest in recesses
B* I3, formed in the lower sides of the outer
legs, B, near the upper ends of the same, thus
additionally bracing and strengthening the
chalr in its open position underthe weight of
the person sitbing in it, as will be readily un-
derstood. |

To the outer side of one of the back rails,
near the center of the upper part of the same,
1s pivotally secured one end of a strap or band,
W, which may be of the same water-proof ma-
terial as the covering of the back and seat,and
which when notin use is passed loosely around
the back of the chair-back and hastheloop or
ring X at its free end hooked over the button |
Y on the other back rail, on the outer side of
the same. |

In case of any accident to the stecamer or
vessel the chair can be instantly converted into
a life-preserver by folding the back forward
over the seat, as shown in Figs, 2 and 4 of the
drawings, when, owing to the slack or hinge
spaces abt the rear end of the seat and the
lower end of the back, the cork back and seatb
can fold closely flat down upon and against
each other, as clearly shown in the sectional
view, Ifig. 4, of the drawings, and the chair is
then secured firmly in its folded position by
passing the strap W around under the scat
and hooking the loop or ring at its free end
over the button Y,when the chair will be held
tightly togetherin its folded position no mat-
ter to what extent it may be tossed about by
the waves or how roughly it may be handled
either in throwing it overboard or while in the
water. When thus folded,it will be seen that
the side rails of the back form a convenient
grasp or hold for the hand for any person in
the water, and that the legs themselves form
a convenlent means for grasping the life-pre-
server from either side, while the projecting
ends of the legs and also of the lower ends of
the side rails of the back form an exceedingly
convenient means of seizing the life-preserver
when at a little distance from the body por-
tion thercof, as will be readily seen.

My invention can also be constructed with-
out the baeck 1n the form of a folding stool, as
illustrated 1n IFig. 5 of the drawings, in which

rear ¢ross-bar oi the seat down to the notches
in the rear ends of the inner legs.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction, operation, and advantages
of my invention will be readily understood.

preserving chairis simplein constiruction and
can be manufactured at a small cost, and at
the same time 1t is exceedingly convenient
and efficient -in operation. It can be em-
ployed, as described, as an ordinary easy-
chair on the steamer or vessel, and in case of

effective life-preserver, one chair being capa- |
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ble of supporting several persons in the water.
The water-proof covering (which is of course
stitched all along its longitudinal edges) can
be finished in an ornamental manner, so as to
present a neat and handsome appearance.

Having thus deseribed myinvention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States, is— |

1. The combination, with the hinged legs,
the inner pair of which are formed with the
notches in the upper side of their rear por-
tions, of the water-proof material forming the
seat and having the buoyant material secured
withinit, and the pivoted braces, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination, in a life- preserving
chair, of the centrally-pivoted legs having the
cross-bars at their upper ends, the inner legs
having the rear notches, the back-frame hav-
1ing the projecting lower ends, and the water-
proof material forming the back and seat and
having the buoyant material secured within
it, as described, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth,

3. T'he combination, iIn a life- preserving
chair, of the centrally-pivoted legs having the
cross-bars at their upper ends and the inner
legs being formed with the rear notches, the
back-trame having the projecting Tower ends,
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and the water-proof material forming the back -

and seat having the slack or hinge portions
and having the buoyant material secured
within 1t, as deseribed, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

4. The combination, in a life-preserving
chair, of the centrally-pivoted legs having the
¢ross-bars at their upper ends and the inner
legs having the rear notches, the back-frame
having the projecting lower ends, the water-
proof material forming the back and seat hav-
ing the slack or hinge portions and having
the buoyant material seeured within it, as
described, and the strap pivoted at one end
to the back-frame and having the loop or ring
at 1ts free end adapted to engage with the but-
ton on the opposite gide of the back-frame, all
substantially as and for the purpose herein
set forth. |

‘5. In a life-saving chair, the combination,
with the centrally-pivoted legs, the outer legs
having the recesses in their lower sides near
their upper ends, of the back-frame havigg the
lower ends of 1ts side rails extended dow: be-
low their pivotal point and connected by the
transverse brace-rod, the ends of which engage
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with the said recesses of the outer legs, the

water-proof material forming the back and
seat, and the buoyant material secured there-
in, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth, |

6. In a life-saving chair, the combination,
with the centrally-pivoted legs, the inner legs
having the notches formedintherear portions
and the outer legs having the recesses formed
in their lower sides near their upper ends, of
the back-frame having the lower ends of its
side rails extended down below their pivotal
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points and connected by the transverse brace- | own I have hereunto affixed my signature in
rod, the endsof which engage with the said re- | presence of two witnesses.

N cesses of the outer legs, the water-proof mate-
'" rial forming the back. ¢ and seat, and the buoy- JAMES ALFRED ASHWORTH
5 ant material secured therein, substantia,lly as Wltnesses -
and for the purpose sef forth. WirLian H. SIMMOMDS

In testimony that I claim theforegoing as my | MI1O0HAEL DARCY.
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