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To all whom it may concerns |
Be 1t known that I, THEODORE M. HASS, of

- New York city, in the county and State of

10

New York, have invented a certain new and
usefnl Improvement in Album - Clasps, of
which I declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription, reference bemg
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this Specification. -
Thisinventionis inthe nature of an 1mprm e-

“ment in album-clasps; and the invention con-
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sists of an album- clasp constructed and ‘ar-

ranged and combined in the manner herein-

alter shown, described, and claimed.

In the aecompanylng sheet of drawings,
Figure 11s a front view of the clasp attached to
an album; Kig. 2, an edge view of the same;
Fig. 3, a CIOSS seetlou in the plane x z, Fig. 1
Flg 4 showsthe interior mechanism, the back
plate being removed. Fig. 5is a 111{6 view,
showing the parts in different positions. Fig.
6 shows a portion of the interior of the clasp.

Similar letters of reference indicate like

parts in the several views.

This invention relates partmulmly to that
class of album-clasps that are designed to be
adjustable as the thickness of the album may

increase or diminish by-additions to or re-

movals from its contents.

Adjustable album-clasps are old and well
known, one of which was patented to me on
the 10bh of June, 1834, No. 300,070, and as an

improvement on that patented clasp I have

made my present invention, which I describe
by referring to the aecompanymg drawings,
wherein A represents the shell or casing of
my clasp. Hinged or pivoted to this casing is

the ordinary clamp «, by which the clasp is |

fastened to the edge of one of the covers of the
album, a8 in Fig. 1. Within this casing A is
snugly fitted an extension-plate, B, its lower

~part being provided centrally with a slot, b,

through which passesa'stud,e, which is riveted
to the casing A. The plete Bis also provided
with a cleat or stud, f, and with an orifice, g,
the latter at or near its upper edge. Theupper
~portion of the plate projects beyond the up-

per edge of the casing A. Tothis extension-

plate B are fixed two springs, & and 2/, which
conform to some extent to recesses % and &’ in

the sides of the casing A,the edges of these re- |

F

ward the finger-rests o.

cesses bheing ﬁenwed to form @uldes for these
springs.

Pivoted to the casing A are two bell- crenk
levers, Cand D. The 1 upper arms, e, of these
levers abut a,gelnet the cleat f of the plate

and the lower arms,u, of the levers span across
the recesseskand £’ in the casing A,and so pre-
serve the symmetrical rectangular outline of

theclasp oritscasing. Thelower arms,u,of the
levers Cand D are each provided with afinger-
rest, o, which projects beyond the outline of
the casing A. Extending from one lever to the
other and around the stud eis a spring, p,
which governs or actuates the levers C and D.

Covering the casing A,and so inclosing within
the casing the plate B, levels Cand D, “and the

sSprings B and I/, and p, before named, isa back

plate, L, Suitebly riveted in place to the cas-

ing. Now, the clasp being fixed to one cover
of the elbum by the elamp a, a stud, s, 1s fixed
to the edge of the other cover, so that the stud
may enter into the orifice ¢ of the plate B.
This completes the clasp and its attachments.
The operation of the clasp is as follows: The
clasp beingin the position just described, the
covers of the book at their front edges are held
together by it.
time has added to it plctures &e., the plate B
is drawn out from its casing A to meet the in-
creased thickness of the book, and when the
pictures are removed this plate by the action
of 1ts springs 24 and &', recedes within the cas-

ing, and so theclasp is adjusted to the Varymg- '

thickness of the album and at the same time
unites the covers.
order to open thealbum orto release this plate

( from its engagement with the. stud s, it is

simply necessary with the fingers to press in-
This forces inward
the bell-crank levers C and D and causes them
to push upward the plate B. Thisreduces the
tension between the covers of the album and

the clasp and so makes it an easy matter to

free the orifice g from the stud s and turn the
clasp back on its hinges; but it is to be ob-

served that while the inward pressure on the

bell-crank levers Cand D will force upward
the plate B,still this plate when extended from
or drawn into ifs casing A by the increasing
or lessening of the thickness of the album op-

To unfasten the plate B,in
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and D, which are then wholly undisturbed, | Cand D,constructed and operating in the man-

and the result of this automatic adjustment of
the clasp or its plate B i1s effected without
drawing in or forcing outward the arms of the

bell-crank levers, and these levers therefore
remaln in their normal position to bridge over ;

the recesses & and %', and so preserve the
straight outline of the casing A of the eclasp.
This is an essential feature of my invention,
for 1n the album-clasp heretolore patented by
me, as stated, the automatic operation of the
clasp necessamly involved under all circum-
stances a change 1In the position or form of

outline of the clasp, causing the clasp to ap-.

pear homely and unfinished when in use on
an album. Asis perhaps obvious, the pur-
pose of the recesses k and %’ is to facilitate the
pushing inward of the levers C and D.

Having now described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. In an album-clasp,the combmamon of the
spring-regulated extension element,and levers

ner and for the purpose described.

2. In an adjustable album-clasp, the follow-

ing elements in combination, an extension de-
vice and springs to actuate the same, levers C
and D,engaging withsaid device and provided
with finger-rests o, and an actuating-spring,

p, for said levers, substantihlly as described. -

3. Intheherein-described adjustablealbum-
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clasp,the casing A thereof,with recesses % and -

k' in its sides,whereby thelevers C and D may

- be pressed mward, as and for the purpose de-

scribed.
4. In an adjustable album-clasp with re-
cessed casing, levers C and D, combined with

sald recessed casing and - -spanning the same,

whereby the outline of the casing is preserved
by said levers when they are in a state of rest,
as and for the purpose described. . -
THEODORE M. HASS.
in presence of—
D. A. CARPENTER,
GEO0. M. FIELD.
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