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To all whom it may concern: 1
Be it known that I, LEwis R. DrY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Camden,

Jersey, have invented a new and useful Car-
pet Stretcher, of which the followingis a speei- |
fication. | |
The object of my improvements is to secure
a more easy, expeditious, and simple way of
stretching carpetsover floors or other surfaces.
I attain these objects by the mechanism illus-
trated in the accompanying drawing.
The figure shows a perspective view of my
improved carpet-stretcher. |
The carpet-stretcher is of cast or wrought
iron, consisting of a lever, A, having for its

fuicram foot «, with sharp steel points for
catching and holding to the floor, and is anch-

the back and near the bottom of the lever, as
a ready and effective meansof anchoring, by a
slight pressure of the foot, the stretcher to the
floor without the use of hammers or other in-
ferior appliances now in use. Said lever has
a G-shaped clamp, C,with a self-acting hinged
jaw, I, for receiving and holding under tension
the carpet. This jaw 7 is provided with a
small foot or trip lever, k, for releasing, by
slight pressure of the foot, the hold or tension

and rapidity in handling the instrument. A

brace, G, is attached to the clamp C, and re-
volves on the same center-pin, holding, when

| and at the same time to hold the carpet down

down, the lever in position under tension
whenever it-1s necessary or desirable for the
operator torelease the handle after a pull has
been made. . The end of this brace is sharp-
pointed, with a button, d, over the point to
regulate on pressure its penetrating distance,
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to the floor while being tacked. This feature * |
18 very important with unskilled operators,
and also a great advantage when the operator
Is single-handed or alone, or on long stretches
of carpet to rack back the stretcher for new
bites, without releasing the hold already made
upon the carpet. This brace G when not in
use 1s folded back against the lever and se-
cured by the catch f, the whole, when per-
manenily combined, as described in thisspeci-
fication and annexed drawing, making a com-
plete, compact, and most effective carpet-
stretcher. -

I do therefore claim as my invention and
desire to secure by Letters Patent— 53
In a carpet-stretcher, the combination, with

the lever A, having the fastening device f, of
the clutch C, and the brace G, hinged to the
clutch and adapted to be swung up and se- |
cured by the fastening f, substantially as de- 6>
scribed. | |
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