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To all whom it may concern: '

- ' Be it known that I, JosHUA H. MARVIL, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at Laurel,
in the county of Sussex and State of Delaware,

have invented new and useful Improvements

In Froit-Baskets, of which thé following is a
specification. | -

My invention relates to a fruit-basket hav-
iIng a circalar bottom and an approximately
square top or rim connected by vertical or

slightly-inclined splints secured in place by
hoops and fastenings, as will be more fully

hereinafter described and claimed.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of a fruit-basket embodying my
invention. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the same.
Fig. 3 is a vertical section through the rim
with a portien of one of the splints in edge
view. Fig. 4 illustrates a modification in the
arrangement of the corner-splints. Fig. 5isa

cross-section showing a modificationintherim.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates a disk, of wood or other suitable

material, which forms the circular bottom of
the basket, and may be either solid or perfo-

rated.

The vertical 5plints 2, forming the body of

the basket, are arranged with their lower ends
in contact with the edge of the circular bottom
piece 1, and are secured thereto by a wooden
or metallic hoop, 3, fastened by nails or other-
wise. Any suitable number of vertical or
slightly-inclined splints may be employed, and
their length, width, and thickness may corre-
spond with the size and quality of basket re-
quired. - These splints are so placed at inter-
vals as to leave proper apertures for access of
air, and yet retain the contents of the basket.
The upper ends of the splints 2 are secured, by
means of mnails or otherwise, to an approxi-
mately square rim, which may consist of par-

‘allel strips 4 and 5, between which the ends of

the splints arereceived. Thesestraightstrips

4 and 5 are arranged at right angles around

the basket-rim, as shownin Figs.1and 2, with

one end of each pair of strips abutting against

the Inner strip, 5, of an adjacent pair, soas to
form a square-top basket, as shown.

Instead of a rim composed of parallel strips
4 and b5, I may form each side of the rim from
a singlestrip, 6, having a longitudinal groove,

7, in 1ts under side to receive the upper ends |

proving its appearance.

basket being approximately square.

| of the splints 2, as shown in Fig. 5. "To the
corners of the rim are secured metallic or

wooden corner pieces or straps 8, to prevent 55

the corners of the basket-rim from springing.
At or about the center of the splints and se-

curely fastened thereto is a wooden or metallic

hoop, 9, that braces the basket firmly and gives

a curve fo the splints, as shown, thereby in- 60
creasing the strength of the basket and im-
It will be seen that by confining the lower
portions of the splints with circular hoopsand
securing their upper ends toanapproximately 65
square rim each splint will have a twist 1m-
parted to its upper portion above the hoop 9,
thereby further improving the appearance of
the basket.: The corner-splints 2* may be of
uniform width with the other splints, as shown 7o

‘in Fig. 4, or of less width, as shown in Fig. 1,

and, as shown in Fig. 4, they may be crossed
at about the center, or, as shown in Fig. 1,
they may be nearly parallel. .
Ingtead of making the basket-top almost per- 75
feetly square, it can be slightly curved or
rounded at the corners or be formed with oc-
tagonal corners of slight bevel, the rim of the
A basket of this construction having a cir- 8o
cular bottom and a top that is square, or ap-
proximately so, possesses several important
advantages. The square-top basket will en-
able one-fifth more to be stowed 1n a given
space than can bedone with round-top baskets.
The square-top baskets can be packed closely
together from corner to corner at their tops,
which will prevent careening .and keep them
from being shaken out of position while in
transit. By imparting a twist and curve to go
the splints, either with or without crossing the
corner-splints, as described, and confining
them with a nearly-central hoop, the strength
and durability of the basket are increased and
a better support afforded for fruit without lia- 95
bility of bruising. It will also be seen that by
this construction the square cornersof the bas-
ket are made to flare with sufficient sharpness
to answer as partial supports for the fruit in
the upper part of the basket, so as to prevent
it from settling and packing as closely as in
round-top baskets, the fruit being thus more
safely transported and remainingin good con-
ditionfor a longer time. By thisconstruction,
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~also, the baskeb can be provided with a simple
~cheap square cover that can be made at half
-~ the price of a cover for a round basket, and
- thecost of the basket thr oughout can be g1eatly:

DR material than is reqmred for ordlnary irmt |
- R | bottom and their upper ends secured between
| the parallel strips of the square rim, anda -

10

. 1ing the bottom and rim, substantially as de |

s

20

reduced by the p0531b111ty of employing lighter:

baskets. - |
What I claim is—
1. A basket comprising a mroular bottom, .-
a square rim, and a series of splints connect-:

scribed.
2. A basket eomprlsmw a circular bottom,:

- an approximately square rim or top, Sphnts'
connecting the bottom and rim, and a hoop
confining the splints about the center, the |
. splints being tmsted end cuwed subetantlall y
. as described. NS
8. A basket compmsmg a cucular botuom,. |
‘an approximately square rim or top, splints
~connecting: the bottom and rim, and a nearly-.
- central hoop, the splints bemg twisted and |

: - curved, substantially as described.

54

4, A basket comprising a eircular bottom,
a series of splints having their lower ends se-

- cured to said bottom, and an approximately

[

splintsconnecting the bottom and rim, the cor-

scnbed

382,176

square top or rim receiving the upper ends of

said splints, substantially as described. -
5. A basket comprising a circular bottom,

an approximately square rim or top composed
of parallelstripsarranged in pairs, splintshav-

30.

ing their lower ends secured to the circular

nearly-central hoop secured tothe Splmts, sub-

'rstantlally as described.

.0, A basket compnsmge olroular bottom SRR :

an approximately square rim or top, and

ner-splints being crossed, substantlally as de

7. A baeket oomprlsmﬂ* the cirecular bottom

JOSHUA H. MARVIL
Wltnesses S
| HARVEY F MARVIL
JoHN H. Erriort.

1 the vertical splints 2, the hoops3and 9, the =
y 1parall_elz rim-strips 4 aod; b, and the corner
pieces or straps 8, substantially as described.
- In testimony wheleofI affix my signature in
| presence of two mtnesses | |
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