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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, EDWARD HoLMES and
BRITAIN HOLMES, citizens of the United States,

residing in Buffalo, in the county of Erie and

State of New York, have invented certain new:

~and usefal Improvements in a Hinge for Burial-

10

| y
- which—

20

25

30

35

Caskets, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

The object of our invention is to prdduce 2

simple and convenient hinge for hinging a

burial-casket lid or cover, so that it may be

easily attached or detached and removed when
required, all of which will be fully and clearly
hereinafter described and claimed, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, in

Figure 1 represents a section through a por-
tion of the lid and side of a burial-casket; also
a section through the two parts of a hinge in
or about line A B, Fig. 4, showing the posi-
tion of the several parts when the casket-1id is
open. Tig. 21s a similar section through the
same portions, showing the position of the sev-

eral parts composing the hinge when the lid of

the casket is closed. Fig. 3is a side elevation
of that part of the hinge which is secured to
the lid of the casket. Fig. 4 is a top view of
Fig. 3, and Fig. 5 is a front and edge eleva-
tion of the same. TFig. 6 is a bottom view of
the lower part of the hinge, or that part which

‘18 attached to one of the sides of the casket,

showing also the position of the upper part of

~the hinge when connected with it, as shown in
Fig. 1, and viewed from underneath. Fig. 7

is a back edge view of the lower or that por-

tion of the hinge which is attached to the up--

per edge of the side of the casket. Fig. 8 isa,

bottom view of the complete hinge, the two
- parts being connected together, as shown in .
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Fig. 2; and Fig. 9 represents a detached-top
view of the lower portion of the hinge,
In said drawings, 1 represents a portion of

~ the 1id of a casket, and 2 a portion of the side
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of thesame. They are made of wood or any
well-known suitable material.

- The plate 3, forming the base of the upper
part of the hinge, is shown as a flat circular

disk; but it may be of any other form desired
without changing the nature of our invention.
To this disk is rigidly secured, by riveting or
in any well-known way, a projecting catch, 4,
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made of.

provided with a forwardly-projecting portion,
5, having an angular side projecting piece, 6,
and between the portion 5 and the base-plate
3 is an opening, 7. At the back of the catch

-4 is a shoulder or projection, 8, the object of

which will be explained hereinafter. This up-
per portion of the hinge is adapted to be se-
cured, by secrews or other well-known means, to
the lid or cover of the casket, and is made of
brass, iron, or other suitable material. |

J represents the lower portion of the hinge.
It is provided with the long narrow opening
10, which extends partly across the plate 9,
and terminates in the enlarged opening 11 on
oneside of it. (See Figs. 1, 6, 8, and 9.)  This
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poriion is also made of metal, or the same ma-

terial that the upper portion of the hinge ig

Both the upper and lower "p_olrbions of the
hinge are provided with screw-holes 12, which

the plates, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 or in

holes may be placed at any suitable point on .

Kigs. 4, 6, and 8. The plate 9 is provided with

a downwardly-projecting piece, 15, for giving

1t a more firm hold when secured in place.

It will be noticed that the upper parts, 5 and
6, of the catch 4 taper up to a point, or nearly
50, 80 that when the lid of the casket is put on
they readily find their way into the openings
10, and from thence into and through the open-
ings 11. | | '

In operating with .,this. device (the hin oe b,e?; |

ing attached to the lid 1 and side 2) all that is

required is to place the cover or lid over the-

casket, so that the ends 5 of the projecting
catches 4 will rest on the upper edge of the
side of the casket, on which the plates 9 are
secured, and by moving the lid endwise until
the catches 4 find the openings in the lower
plates, and then crosswise of the casket in a
direction toward the opening 11, the parts 5
and 6 will readily drop into the openings 10

versing the movement of the lid or cover until
the parts 14 come against the parts 13 of the
lower plates, 9, which act as pivots to the
hinges. In this position the hinges may be
opened into the position shown in Fig. 1, or
turned down into the position shown in Fig. 2.
It will be seen that when the hinges are

closed the forward part, 14, and the shoulder
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and then through the opening 11, and by re-
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8 are made just the length of the openings What we do claim is— | - 20
through the lower hinge-plate, 9, and i1t is of 1. In a hinge for burial-casket lids, the plate
the same width as the narrow opening 10, so | 3, projecting catch-piece4, and projeeting side
that when closed, as in Fig. 2, the casket-lid | piece, 6,in combination with the plate 9, hav-
5 is securely héld from moving either sidewise | ing the parts 13 and the openings 10 and 11,
or lengthwise, and when the lid is opened, as | substantially as described. 25
shown in Fig. 1, the side projecting piece, 6, | 2. The combination of the plate 3, project-
will hold it from being drawn out. The lid | ing piece 4, side projecting piece, 6, and shoul-
may be easily taken off by shutting it partly | ders 8, with the plate 9and 1ts openings 10 and
10 down and then moving it forward until the | 11, substantially asand for the purposes speci-
portions 6 of the hinges are opposite the en- | fied. R
larged openings 11, when they may be readily | | | o R
- withdrawn or entered into place. EDWARD HOLMES.
| We are aware that hook-catches in combi- | ~ BRITAIN HOLMES.
15 nation with slotted plates adapted to receive |
them and catches having side pieces have been Witnesses:
used before as hinges for casket-lids and for | - A. C. THAYER,
~other purposes. We, therefore, do not claim | JAMES SANGSTER,.
such broadly; but - |
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