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To all whom it may concerrn:

Be it known that I, LEwIis A. HOKE, a citi-
zen-of the United StaJLes residing at York, in
the county of York and State of Pennsylvama,

5 have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Letter-Boxes, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a full, clear, and exact description.

- The object of this invention is to provide a

simple receptacle for mail-matter for use at
10 dwellings, stores, and the like, whlch may be
. manufactured at small cost.

. In its simplest form the receptacle consists

of a casting having one side, a top, a bottom,

and a front, all made in one piece with inte-
15 gral fastening-ears and with an attached cover
or lid, and an attached spring-clip for the re-
ception of newspapers, and the like.

When in place upon a door or-gate, the door-
frame or gate-post will form the back of the
receptacle, and a stile of the door or gate will
form the other side, the opening of the door or

20

gate permitting access to the interior of the |

receptacle.

The front of the box may be made with a

25 suitable indicator to give notice of the absence
~ and return of the owner or impart other in-
formation.
In the accompanymw drawings, in the Sev-
| eral figures of which like parts are similarly
30 designated, Figure 1 1s a perspective view
‘with the lid elevated and looking at the open
side. Fig.2isaperspective viewlooking atthe
inside and showing a modification of the hing-
ing of the lid. Tig. 318 a front elevation of
35 the box as applied to a door, and Fig. 4 is a
| horizontal seetion of the 1eceptacle applied to
a door. \
This letter box or receptacle for mail-matter
is constructed of the front a, one side, b, top
40
e, and ears f, provided with 0pen1nos for the
passage of screws or other devices for fastening
“the box or receptacle in position on a door-
frame. These parts—namely, the front, side,
top, bottom, and ears—are preferably made as
one casting. The top is, as usnal, made slant-
ing, soas to shed rain and SNOw, and the said
top is preferably made with lateral ridges g,
which terminate in ears % to receive the pin-

45

¢, which latter has a letter-slit therein, bottom’

down between the said ridges and covering
the slit d. This cover is eut away at %, so that
it may be swung up vertically over the upper-

most ear, f. As shown in ¥ig. 1, the ears A
may be simply in the form of hooks to receive
the pintles of the cover by insertion from the
rear, the door-frame or gate-post serving to
pr event displacement backwardly of the sald
pintles, or the ears & may be provided with
holes, as shown in Iig. 2, and the cover 1n-

serted in said holes.

I do not limit the invention to any particu-
lar form of means for attaching the cover to
the ears. |

On the front of the box I secure a clip, {, for
the reception of newspapers and other mml
matter too large to be inserted in the slit 1n the
top of the box. This clip may be madeof flat
spring metal, and, as shown in the drawings,
may be riveted to the front of the box. 70

The front of the box may be provided inthe
casting with a dial, m, containing the figures
1 %o 12 to 1ndlcate the ordinary divisions of
time, any sultable subdivisions of the hour be-
ing indicated between these figures by the eon- 75
ventional graduations. A hand or pointer,

, is algo secured to the front within this dial

in such mapner as to be rotatable to bring it

to indicate any division of time on the dial.

In connection with this dial-and pointer any 8o

suitable insceription may be cast upon the {front,

or applied to it in any usunal manner, which i 1n—

scription may indicate, for example, the own-
er’s absence and return, or any other desirable

information. A dovetail or other recess, 0, 85

may be made in the front of the box to receive

detachable slips of paper or card-board, hav-

ing any such inscription thereon, to be used

either in connection with the dlal Oor sepa-

rately, and to give information to the postman gc

or callers. When the dial isused-—and I may

say here that it is not a necessary part of my

letter-box—the clip I will be set to one side of

the front of the box rather than in the center.

As indicated in Figs. 3 and 4, this receptacle g5
or letter-box is placed against and secured to
the side post, p, of the door or gate r,with ifs

55
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open side next to the door or gate, and facing
‘the direction in which the door or gate opens.

50 tles 7 of the cover j, the said cover dropping | It will be seen, therefore, that the side postto roo
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i 1o whichthe box or receptacle is attached forms | and arranged. s-ubstantmlly as shown fmd de 200

the back of the box, while the door or gate:or |seribed. i o0 0
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